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Cover photo of Asherl barn, Granville, 

by Joe Ascherl.  Barn will be on the all-

state tour September 20 and 21.

See pages 8 & 9.

County Representatives  Many of Iowa’s 99 counties have representatives to 
the Iowa Barn Foundation.  Other counties still need representatives.   The representatives promote the 
preservation of barns, organize the surveying of barns in their counties, encourage membership in the 
Iowa Barn Foundation, and help with fund raising.  Working with members of the board from each of nine 
areas of the state, they will also help to oversee projects. We welcome volunteers for other counties.
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Story & Photos By Paul Walther

   American farmers have always kept 
weather records in their diaries.  Weather 
is an important element in their livelihood.  
Planting seeds, hay making, birthing ani-
mals—almost every aspect of farming de-
pends on weather—including the winds.  
Before the days of “weather reports”, the 
weathervane was more important to farm-
ers than the clock is today.
     Early weathervanes were made of 
wood—usually pine—and were simply an 
arrow or a pointing arm and hand—some 
as large as six feet in length.  They weath-
ered quickly.  That is why so few are in 
existence today.

     Later, 
sheet cop-
per was 
hammered 
over the 
pine to 
p r o t e c t 
the wood, 
but it was 
often too 

heavy to swing properly. The next innova-
tion was to remove the copper after molding 
it to the wood and sodering it together.  This 
resulted in a hollow copper figure which 
responded quickly to wind changes.
     The Green Athenians erected the first 
recorded weathervane honoring the Greek 
god Triton about 48 B.C.  It had the head of 
a man and the tail of a fish. They believed 
that winds had divine powers.
     It is difficult to go anywhere in the Chris-
tian world and not find a weather cock on 
the steeple of a church. A pope in the ninth 
century supposedly decreed that every 
church should have a cock on its steeple 
as a reminder of Jesus’ prophesy that the 
cock would crow when Peter denied him 
three times (Luke 22:34).  It was to be a 
reminder that each of us would deny Jesus 
in some way. The practice caught on, and 
many Christian churches feature a weather 
cock on their steeples.
     Weather cocks did not become popular 
in the United States until the eighteenth 

century. The Puritans and Quakers disap-
proved of graven images. They also associ-
ated the cock with Catholic and Episcopal 
churches. In the eighteenth century many 
churches began to adopt either rooster or 
swallow-tailed vanes.
     Probably the most famous weathervane 
in this country is the Fanuell Hall grasshop-
per in Boston made in 1742.  It has green 
glass eyes and is six feet in length.  If the 
eyes could see, it would have recorded 
much of the early history of our country.  
It has had a long and tumultuous history, 

suffering earthquakes, fire and accidents.  
In the process it lost its horns, two front feet 
and one leg—all repaired later.  It has been 
patched and spliced many times.
     Some other early documented weather-
vanes adorned Boston’s Old North Church 
(1740) as a banner, the rooster now on First 
Church in Cambridge (1721), and the large 
copper Indian for Boston’s Province House 
(1716). At Monticello, Thomas Jefferson 
attached a weathervane to a pointer in the 
ceiling of the room directly below so he 
could determine the wind direction from 
inside the home.
     In 1974, the U.S. Post Office printed 
a Christmas stamp featuring the dove 

weathervane commissioned by George 
Washington for the cupola at the top of his 
Mount Vernon home in 1787. The dove 
represented the dove sent out by Noah to 
search for dry land.  It returned with an 
olive leaf in its beak.
     Weathervanes usually featured the inter-
ests of the owners.  A church usually had a 
weather cock.  Farmers had chickens, pigs, 
sheep, horses, cows and other livestock.  A 
hunter put a deer or waterfowl on his roof; 
a fisherman, a fish.  A sportsman had a race 
horse or a boat. Some were fancy; others 
plain.  Some were humorous; some highly 
artistic.  Often it was simply an arrow that 
pointed into the wind.
     Barns that feature a weathervane are 
becoming a rar-
ity today. The cost 
of maintaining 
the barn itself, 
the cupola, and 
the weathervane 
has become a 
financial burden. 
Weathervanes are 
hot items for col-
lectors. S o m e 
collects even steal 
weathervanes. A 
weathervane featuring a horse and rider 
made by a known craftsman in 1860 re-
cently sold for $770,000.
     Weathervanes erected today tend to be 
smaller than those erected in years past.  
Few would think of putting up a five-foot 
rooster as was erected on the New Brick 
Church in 1721 in Boston.
     We have enjoyed weathervanes for 
hundreds of years. As an art form, they are 
here to stay.  Keep looking up.

References:  
Cape Cod Cupola Co., Inc., 
“The History of Weathervanes”
Denninger Weathervanes and Finials 
“A Brief History of Weather Vanes”
Weathervanes, Ecards, and More
Marcia Brunell, Heritage Above, 1991.  
A tribute to Maine’s tradition of 
weathervanes.

Iowa weathervanes tell stories
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By Ken Starek

Ken Starek, Ackley photographer, “barnol-
ogist”, and Hardin County representative 
to the Iowa Barn Foundation, travels the 
by ways of Iowa seeking out remarkable 
barns to photograph.  He spent weeks 
searching the hills and prairies of his own 
pastoral central Iowa county for barns to 
photograph and share with us.

 The Jefferson Highway barn was 
named for the famous old road it sits next 
to south of Hubbard. There is decorative 
woodwork on the split haymow doors 
on the south side of the barn. There is a 
ground level walk in door on the east side. A 
decorative “V” shape of overlapping boards 
is on the gable end below the windows. 
The unusual windows have nine panes of 
glass.

Jefferson Highway Barn

 The Harry Ryken barn has airplane 
wings painted on the south peak of the 
barn to celebrate Ryken’s role as a pilot.  
The center section was built of post, beam, 
and pegged construction in the 1870’s.  At-
tached sheds were built at a later date.  The 
barn is located west of Ackley and is visible 
from D-15 and 11645 U Avenue.

Iowa State Training School barn

     Iowa State Training School barns are 
important although the history is sketchy.  
The main barn is 110 feet long by 40 feet 
wide and split into two sections with an 
alley running the length of the barn.  The 
25-foot extension on the north contained 
vocational agriculture classroom, feed 
rooms, offices, and possibly a milk room.  
The smaller barn is 32 feet by 65 feet and 
has some original hardware and pen parti-
tions.  To view these barns, go to the Eldora 
/New Providence High School baseball dia-
mond and look to  the southwest. You can 
visit the barns by signing in as a guest at 
the training school.

Eagle City barn     

     Eagle City barn, a large and stun-
ning barn, was built on a beautiful 
and tranquil bluff above the Iowa 
River and the little town of Eagle 
City which died out when the stage 
lines disbanded and the railroad 

bypassed it. A drive-through haymow has 
a row of single glass pane windows just 
above the large doors.  Basement walls are 
of native limestone.  Cattle stanchions and 
pens faced a center feeding alley.  The barn, 
located at 28536 160th Street, is owned by 
Dr. and Mrs. Ken Groninga.

 Mural barn across 
from the Eagle City barn has a 
mural on the haymow door il-
lustrating canoeing on the Iowa 
River.  It is believed the mural 
was painted some 30 years ago.  
The barn’s boards are red; the 
bats white.

 Palisades Barn was 
built in 1910 and got its name 
from limestone formations on 
the other side of the Iowa Riv-

er, now submerged by a dam. The original 
farm went to the river’s edge. The timber 
frame barn originally had Bliss K. Hall let-
tered on an arch above the 1910. The barn, 
owned by Russ and Virginia Schneider, is 
at 24228 Riverside Road, Iowa Falls.Ryken barn

Mural barn
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 Richtsmeier barn has been in the 
same family for three generations. It is 
now owned by Joe and Julie Richtsmeier.  
It is of hollow clay tile construction.  The 
haymow floor is hardwood.  The barn was 
built in 1935 to replace a barn that burned 
after being struck by lightning.  The barn is 
equipped with Iowa-based Clay Manufac-
turing windows, hardware, and ventilators. 
The barn is located at 27134 D-15, west of 
Ackley.

 Jones barn is unique as there are three 
gables in the west roof, each with a window.  
Beneath each gable is a granary with chutes 
leading to the basement.  There are horse 
stalls and dairy stanchions in the basement 
with an alley separating them.  The barn is 
at 24767 D-15, east of Iowa Falls.

 Hackbarth barns sit near the old 
stagecoach trail where ruts can still be seen. 
One barn was built in 1864 to house horses 
for the stagecoach stop.  A pegged post and 
beam barn, it has uneven lengths and widths 
of sheeting probably from a local sawmill. 
The hay trolley ran on a beam rather than 
a steel track.  The stone walls are two feet 
thick.  When the east wall tipped out in 

the 1950s and the west wall tipped in later, 
they were removed and replaced with metal 
over stud framing. A newer barn is used to 
farrow sows. Ed and Michelle Hackbarth 
own the barns at 14768 155th Street.

 Slayton Round barn is one of 16 
barns built with hollow clay tile from 
Johnson Brother’s Clay Works, Fort Dodge.  
Louden Manufacturing, Fairfield, furnished 
the equipment including an overhead rail 
for manure litter.  It has a three-way switch 
allowing the carrier to go to the dairy stan-
chions, the horse stalls, or calf pens. The 
rail also had a switch to allow the trolley 
of hay to be directed left or right by a sys-
tem of ropes and pulleys.  The barn is a 
restoration project of the Hardin County 
Preservation Commission.

Jones barn

Richtsmeier barn today

Richtsmeier barn during
construction

Hackbarth barn

Slayton round barn

Hardin County Farm Museum barnPalisades barn

 Hardin County Farm 
Museum barn, 203 North 
Washington Street, Eldora, 
was built in the 1930’s and 
housed 50 Guernsey cows 
that required four people to 
milk them by hand twice a 
day.  For a short time, the 
farm had its own bottling 
works, and milk was deliv-
ered to Eldora residents. This 
type of Gothic arch barn, with 

its open haymow, held large amounts of 
hay and was the last word in barn construc-
tion.
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 Changing times and a hefty bud-
get pull back in the College of Agriculture 
at Iowa State University have meant the 
abandonment of the dairy farm established 
on Mortensen Road, south of campus, in 
1908.
 The farm, one of the roots of the 
Land Grant university, is being shut down 
as a production, teaching, and research 
facility due to major 
budget cuts in the 
College of Agricul-
ture.  At this time, the 
buildings will remain 
and appropriate use/
historic preservation 
discussions will be 
held.
 Many dairy 
cattle are being re-
tained and eventually 
will be moved to a 
new 500-cow dairy 
facility further south 
from the present one. 
 Concerns 
about the future of 
these historic barns 
are being voiced by 
people throughout the 
state.  The first dairy 
barn, a distinctive wooden structure built 
in 1908 when cattle were moved from the 
campus, still stands.
 The large, magnificent, one-of-a-
kind main dairy barn, completed in 1937, 
remains largely in original condition both 
inside and out although milking parlor 
modifications have been made as improved 
equipment was acquired over the years.
 The barn is U-shaped in design 
with classical gambrel roof accommodating 
a haymow over the entire structure.
 Thousands of school children 
have visited the barn through the years to 
learn about milk, a food so important to 
them.
 “I was deeply dismayed to learn 
that Iowa State’s dairy cattle teaching herd 

is being repositioned and landmark build-
ings being considered for other uses,” said 
Tom Lyon, Cambridge, Wisconsin, who 
recently retired after 40 years of manag-
ing a large dairy cooperative.  “I was among 
hundreds of students who supplemented 
their college needs along with gaining 
valuable experience through employment 
at the farm.

 “Iowa State ranks among the 
premier land grant universities.  It attained 
this distinction through strong programs in 
the dairy and animal sciences.  Renowned 
scientists like Drs. Lush, Jacobson, and 
Freeman used the herd to advance new 
discoveries and to train graduate students.  
 “It is appalling to me that the Iowa 
State University College of Agriculture will 
no longer have any traditional farm animals 
residing on campus. Making way for more 
brick, mortar, and urban sprawl to solve 
short term budget problems is very short-
sided and erodes the culture and tradition 
of a prominent Land Grant institution.”
 The legislative bill establishing 

the State Agricultural College and Model 
Farm was signed by Governor of Iowa 
Ralph P. Lowe in 1858.  The first concern 
was establishing the model farm specified 
in the legislation.
 “The barns reflect something 
about the important symbiotic relation-
ship between humans and animals and the 
contributions of the livestock sector of agri-

culture to society 
as a whole,”  So-
lon (Bud) Ewing, 
long-time head of 
Animal Science 
at Iowa State, 
wrote in the Iowa 
Barn Foundation 
Magazine (Fall, 
2000).  “Strong 
appreciation ex-
ists because the 
barns represent 
an important 
component of the 
architectural heri-
tage of Iowa State 
and the Midwest.  
And, finally, some 
love them simply 
because they rep-
resent an architec-

tural style that reflects a unique combina-
tion of beauty, simplicity, and magnificence 
developed by the mind and hand of simple 
folk.  
 “All of these feelings are intensi-
fied in that such important historical ex-
amples are rapidly disappearing from the 
landscape.”
 The dairy barns were on the Iowa 
Barn Foundation’s Story County tour in 
June.  
 
 

1908 ISU dairy barn will close
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By Howard Johnson

Howard Johnson, retired head of agricul-
tural engineering at Iowa State University, 
wrote this nostalgic piece about Saturday 
nights in a small town for us.

Summer Saturday nights provided the 
social event of the week for farm kids in 
the thirties.  First of all, there were chores-
- throwing down hay from the mow, feeding 
oats to the horses and cows, and milking.  
After dinner and bath in a small round wash 
tub, I put on my clean pair of bib overalls, 
Mother placed the last picking of eggs in the 
egg case, and Dad poured the fresh sweet 
cream into the can on top of the thick gray 
mass of sour cream.  We found our places in 
the 1929 Olds and steered toward town over 
the dusty dirt road.  By eight o’clock we ar-
rived at the co-op and left the egg case and 
cream can.  The eggs were candled and the 
cream tested for butterfat.  By nine o’clock 
Dad could pick up the payment and spend 
it at Nate’s grocery across the street, a sort 
of barter system.
 If you arrived by eight, you could park 
along Main Street and watch the country 
folk walk by.  My mother’s favorite pas-
time was observing from the Olds' back 
seat.  Part of the rites of passage was to be 
released to run Main Street at the age of 
eight.  Usually we found a school or church 
friend and explored Watt’s drug store and 
soda fountain, buying a green river or a 
frozen Milky Way candy bar.  By age 10 
we purchased a 10-cent ticket and found a 
back seat in the Princess Theater to see a 
Gene Autry or Roy Rogers spectacular.
 At the location of Per Brentesson’s 
Clothing Store, which burned and left 
a gaping black hole on the west side of 
Main Street, was a boarded wall and bench 
occupied on Saturday night by the elder 
gentry and retired farmers.  The Odebolt 
Chronicle dubbed the gathering the “thirty 
old men on the bench” and provided more 

editorial comment on discussions than de-
served.  However, that part of Main Street 
was the scourge of the modest women 
in the community who crossed the street 
to avoid glances and comments.  Emma 
Hakansson was one of a few women who 
smiled at the old male redoubt and didn’t 
give a damn about their activities.  Emma 
was a big strong woman of Danish descent, 
confident and bold.  Often she would walk 
over to a farmer she knew and embarrass 
him by asking whether his corn was knee 
high yet.
 When cold fall weather arrived, the 
thirty old men moved to Bugs Ellis’ pool 
hall to play cards.  While Mother looked the 
other way, when in high school, I occasion-
ally played snooker with friends at Bugs' 
place.  If you bent over a little, you could 
see the pool table under the smoke and 
avoid the brass cuspidors scattered around 
in strategic locations.  At first I felt guilty 
but in time playing pool was a routine part 
of being with friends.  Walking into Bugs' 
pool hall was a part of growing up, a mark 
of bravery or possibly defiance.
 In summer the high school band played 
on Wednesday nights.  The bandstand, a 
flatbed trailer, was towed into the fenced 
W.W.I memorial park in front of Adams 
Bank.  The audience sat in autos parked in 
a circle, two deep, and cheered and honked 
horns, and expressions of appreciation for 
the band’s efforts.
 Dad bought groceries from a prepared 
list after collecting the egg and cream 
money.  In those days he stood at a counter 
and told the clerk what he wanted.  After 
writing the items down on a ruled pad with 
name and date, the clerk walked around the 
store and sacked the groceries.
 About 10:00 or 10:30 p.m. groceries, 
egg crate, cream cans, and kids were back 
in the Olds.  Exhausted, we slept in a soft 
corner on the way home.  The evening in 
town was fun, and it was it was not unusual 
to spend a quarter on Saturday night.

Those Old-Fashioned
Saturday Nights

The Iowa Barn Foundation is giving two 
kinds of MATCHING grants for barns 50-
years old or older.  Grant form “A” is for 
those barns that, upon completion of work, 
will be eligible for the National Historic 
Register.  Was the barn built before l870? 
Is it large (over 40’wide and 60’ long)?  
Was it built with all stonewalls? Is it of 
unusual shape? Was it where a first of a 
new breed of livestock was introduced or 
where an important event happened? These 
are some questions to ask. These barns may 
need restoration--more work than those in 
category “B”.

     Grant form “B” is for those who have 
barns that may not be as historic as those 
in the “A” category, but the barns must be 
important to the landscape and the commu-
nity. Many will be eligible for the National 
Register upon completion of work. Most of 
these will be rehabilitation grants--smaller 
grants for foundation sealing, new roofs, 
siding.  
     
     Anyone receiving a grant will have to pro-
vide MATCHING funds.  A PERPETUAL 
EASEMENT MUST BE SIGNED. The 
easement remains with the property if it 
is sold. We do not give retroactive grants.  
The buildings must be restored as closely 
as possible to original--no non-wood siding. 
Non-metal roofs are preferred although ex-
ceptions can be made. Checks are written 
after the project is completed.

     To receive a grant form, please send $5 
and a $25 membership to the Iowa Barn 
Foundation if you are not a current mem-
ber. Send to:  Ann Harvey, 2002 Cessna, 
Ames, Iowa, 500l4, or to Mary Richards, 
2201 R Avenue, Jamaica, Iowa 50128.  For 
questions:  call Ann Harvey, (5l5) 292-
9l04 or Mary Richards, (515) 386-4750, 
mrichards@netins.net.
 

visit us at
www.iowabarnfoundation.org
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     Barns throughout Iowa restored with 
Iowa Barn Foundation matching grants 
will be open to the public during a two-
day, self-guided, all-state barn tour Satur-
day and Sunday, September 20 and 21 from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
     The tour is sponsored by the Iowa Barn 
Foundation, a non-profit group dedicated 
to preserving Iowa’s rural buildings and 
rural heritage.
     The tour is free and opened to the 
public.
     This is the third year of the tour which 
has been organized to encourage barn 
preservation in the state, to teach young 
people about Iowa’s rich agricultural 
heritage, and to renew pride in this unique 
heritage.
     Maggie O’Rourke, Earlham, is coor-
dinator of the tour.  Joyce Lund Mears, 
LeClaire, is assisting.

Among the barns on tour:

North Iowa Barns

 Jensen barn, 2410 560th Avenue, 
Ringsted (Emmett County)- Travel one mile 
east of Ringsted on blacktop.  Then go one-
eighth mile south on P12.  Farm on the left. 
Barn with attached milk house was built in 
1938.  Track and carriage in hayloft still 
used to lift hay into the barn.

 Youngberg barn, 4886 220th 
Avenue, Albert City (Buena Vista County)-
From Albert City, drive two miles north on 
M14.  Go west one mile on 490th Street to 
220th Avenue.  Classic Iowa barn was built 
in 1911 and has always been used for ag-
riculture.

 Wegener barn, 109 320th Street, 
Fenton (Kossuth County)-Barn is one-half 
mile north of Fenton on Highway 15.  It’s 
the first place going west. Neighbors helped 
to build this magnificent double gambrel 
barn for a farmer’s widow in 1915.  Ed 
Dennert was in charge of the crew. The 
barn is still used in a farming operation.

 Rockafellow barn, 4484 Echo 
Avenue, St. Ansgar (Mitchell County)-Go 
north out of St. Ansgar on US 218 for two 
miles. Turn left at Echo Avenue. This beau-
tiful bank barn, with a limestone founda-
tion, was built in 1877 for horses and cattle. 
The timber was framed with wooden pegs.  
It is unusual to have a bank barn in northern 
Iowa.

 Battaglioli barn, 4819 480th 
Street, Granville (O’Brien County)-From 
Granville, take Highway 10 east two miles. 
Turn south on Monroe and drive two miles 
to 480th Street. Then travel east a quarter 
of a mile. This is one of the few large barns 
left in the area.

 Ascherl barn, 4680  McKinley, 
Granville (O’Brien/Sioux Counties)-From 
Granville, go one mile east on Highway 10 
and a half mile south on gravel.  Barn is on 
east side of road.  This landmark barn was 
built in 1914 by Mr. Buche from German-
town.  It is 60x40. It is called the Hoefler 
barn. 

 Conover barn, 5315 190th Street, 
Holstein (Ida County)-From Holstein travel 
1.5 miles on US 20. Turn south on L67 and 
go three miles.  Turn left on 190th.  It is 
the first place on north side of road. Barn 
was built around 1900 and used by C.B. 
Conover and his son, C.B., Jr., for their 
outstanding Belgian draft horses. Harry 
Linn, Iowa’s secretary of agriculture, gave 
draft horse demonstrations here.

 Johnson barn, 5075 525th Avenue, 
Rolfe (Palo Alto County)-From the south-
west side of Rolfe, find 290th Street.  Go 
seven miles north to 400th (510th) Avenue. 
Go west one-half mile to 525th Avenue. 
Turn north and go one-fourth mile. This 
barn was built in 1950 by twins, Lovell and 
Rodell Long, for Fritz Johnson’s cow and 
pig operation. Barn has laminated rafters 
constructed in eight layers. Rafters are set 
on two-foot foundation to allow for hay-
mow.

 Gade barn, 301 230th Street, 
Whittemore (Kossuth County)-From Al-
gona go west to the corner of US 18 and 
State 15. Go north one mile on 15, then 
east on gravel and down a hill.  Farm is 
on the left. Arnold and Martha Gade bought 
this farm in 1921 for $3000.  They raised 
their family on the farm and moved off in 
l969 selling it to their oldest child, Wayne. 
It is now owned by their oldest son, Craig 
and his wife, Deb. There is a special room 
where cream was separated.

 Hutchinson barn, 2299 Scenic 
River Road, Decorah (Winneshiek County).  
From Decorah, drive seven miles northwest 
on Bluffton Road.  Turn right on Scenic 
River Road.  Hutchinson farm is one place 
on the right.  Farm has been in the family 
for 100 years.  The barn was built in 1929.  
The farm is postcard idyllic.

              Mickelson barn, 5126 Highway 
71, Storm Lake (Buena Vista County)-Lo-
cated 1 3⁄4 miles north of intersection of 
Highways 3 and 71 on the east side of the 
road. This huge (100x70x45) and distinct 
barn was built in 1901 to house 22 work 
horses.  Owner Roger Mickelson has lived 
on the family farm for 74 years.

West Iowa Barns

            Plumer barn, 51588 US 275, Glen-
wood (Mills County)-From Highways 92 
and 275 in Council Bluffs, travel south 10 
miles to the farmstead. Farm was bought by 
Johann Plumer for $1.25 per acre in 1851.  
House was stage coach station for weary 
travelers;  tired horses rested in the barn. 
Barn was built in 1890’s.

 Ditmars barn, 19638 225th Street, 
Council Bluffs (Pottawattamie County)-
Take Iowa Western exit off of I-80 onto 
Highway 6.  Go east one-half mile on 
Highway 6. Turn north onto Hunt Avenue 
and follow signs to Ditmars’ Orchard. This 
barn was built in 1950 and was part of a 
dairy operation.
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 Barry barn, 3043 Easton Trail, 
Woodbine (Harrison County)-Go west on 
Easton Trail (F32) from Woodbine one 
mile. Charles and Anna Nicely owned the 
farm when the sweet livestock and hay barn 
was built in 1936. This barn illustrates how 
a simple, small structure can be restored to 
a landmark.

 Belfrage barn, 2410 Port Neal 
Road, Sergeant Bluff (Woodbury County)-
Get off I 29 at the Port Neal exit and go 
south two miles to the first intersection. 
Then go north two miles. Farm is on the 
right. Owner Winston Belfrage’s great-
grandfather, John Belfrage, bought the 
land on which this barn stands in 1875 
after serving in the Civil War. A carpenter 
named Aaron Gunderson built the barn on 
the land in 1910. 

Central Iowa Barns

 Handsaker barn, 17266 650th 
Avenue, Fernald (Story County)-Barn is 
immediately southeast of Fernald which 
is on E 29 west of U.S. 65, north of Colo. 
Large, unique 1875 square barn is on farm 
purchased by Handsakers in 1853.  Family 
gave land for Fernald.  

 Schmidt barn, 3395 Knapp 
Avenue, Laurel (Marshall County)-From 
Newton, take Highway 14 north 11 miles 
to a stop sign. Go straight north one mile, 
then east one mile, and north two miles. 
Two barns have been restored on this 
lovely farmstead. A piece of limestone in 
one barn’s footing reveals it was built in 
1905. The second barn, built in 1938, has 
unique trusses. 

 McBurney barn, 2550 Gotch 
Park Road, Humboldt (Humboldt County)-   
At the Westside elevator, turn right.  Go to 
Gotch Park Road and take the black top 2.5 
miles. Stephen Taft, who founded Spring-
vale which became Humboldt, owned the 
land on which this barn stands.  In 1874 
he sold the land to Lorbeers who built the 

house and barn, both still in use.  The barn 
was built in 1890.

 Blake barn, 11670 300th Street, 
Mason City (Cerro Gordo County)-Travel 
on Highway 65 north of Mason City two 
miles. Take a left on County Road B20.  Go 
four miles west. The farm is on the north 
side of the road. This barn, typical of those 
of the Depression era, is being lovingly re-
stored.

 Platz barn, 330 W. Bennington 
Road, Waterloo (Black Hawk County)-
Five miles north of Waterloo off US 65 is 
Bennington Road.  Go west one-fourth mile. 
The 100 year-old barn has heavy beams 
supported with pegs and held together with 
wooden dowels.

 Ellis barn, 2370 Fletcher Avenue, 
Lytton (Calhoun County)-The barn is three 
miles east and 2.5 miles north of Lytton. 
Landmark red barn, used to raise Red Rock 
Arabians, is called the “big red barn” by lo-
cals. It was built in 1918 and is 40 feet high 
to the eaves. It has 3x12-inch timbers.

 Wooster barn, 2435 2100th Street, 
Manning (Shelby County).  From Irwin, 
take the highway east five miles; turn north 
on gravel for one mile and turn east for 3⁄4 
miles.  From Manning, go seven miles south 
on Airport Road on the west side of town.  
Turn west for 1 3⁄4 miles. Mr. Wooster’s 
grandfather built this barn in 1896.  It has 
always been used in the family farming 
operation and still is.

 Yezek barn, 22881 Vine Avenue, 
Plymouth (Cerro Gordo County)-From 
Rock Falls, go one mile north on the county 
blacktop. Barn is on the east side of the 
road. This 32x52 barn with metal cupola 
was built in 1930 and is one of the only 
barns standing in the area. The barn was 
in vulnerable condition when the Yezeks 
started the restoration project. The barn 
now stands proud showing passersby what 
can be done with determination.

 Bennett barn, 1664 Eagle Av-
enue, Latimer (Franklin County)-Take 
I-35 to State Highway 3.  Turn west on 
3 and go one mile to Eagle Avenue. Turn 
north and go 2.5 miles. This handsome clay 
tile barn, with round laminated rafter roof, 
was built in 1950 by Henning Construction 
Company, Latimer, for a dairy herd. The 
cow stanchions had drinking cups; there is 
a chain lift manure carrier. Butter was once 
made in the barn.

 Ramsey barn, east of Mt. Ayr 
on Lesanville Road (Ringgold County)-
From I-35, take Highway 2 west 25 miles 
to Lesanville Road. (Lesanville Road is 
five miles west of Kellerton.)  Turn north 
on Lesanville Road and travel one-fourth 
mile. Solomon Lesan, one of the first set-
tlers in the county, obtained the farm from 
the government in 1855. Eventually there 
were several farmsteads owned by Lesans 
making up the village of Lesanville. The 
Lesanville Cemetery (1878) is 300 yards 
from the barn that is still in the family.

 Klousia barn, 1766 165th St., 
Hampton (Franklin County)-At the inter-
section of Highways 65 and 3 in Hampton, 
turn east for two miles. Then travel north 
for two miles and finally west a fourth mile 
to the barn. The barn of peg construction 
is on a hill on a gorgeous farmstead.  The 
builder copied a Wisconsin dairy barn when 
he built it in 1888. The barn was proudly 
placed on the most prominent position on 
the farm. There was room for 10 horses. 
Three hay mows are separated by two al-
leys.

 Heflin barn, 837 Orange Road, 
Harlan (Shelby County)-From the intersec-
tion of US 59 and State 44, go four miles 
east on 44 to Orange road. Then go one and 
a fourth miles south. Farm is on the east 
side of the road. Once there were several 
of these unique barns in the area, but this 
is the only one remaining. The barn, built 
in 1901 and featuring a roofline of four 
equidistant gabled sides, has been used by 
four generations of Heflins.
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 Uetz barn, 2011 180th Street, 
(Boone County)-Travel seven miles north 
of Boone on Highway 17. Turn east for one 
mile and go north one mile on E-26. Barn 
was built in 1928 by William Smalley, 
well-known Boone County farmer.  It was 
built using cross-bracing on all sides all of 
the way out. The original farm buildings 
remain.
 

Eastern Iowa Barns

 Cutkomp barn, 22682 120th 
Street, Columbus Junction (Louisa 
County)-Take Highway 92 from Columbus 
Junction south to Columbus City. From 
Columbus City, go straight south.  The 
road becomes gravel and T Avenue. Make 
the “S” turn and go straight two miles to 
120th Street. Take a left (east), and it’s the 
first barn on the north. Barn was originally 
built by Lewis Cutkomp in 1911. Native 
lumber was harvested on the place for the 
barn put together with wooden pegs. Cut-
komp bought the farm in the late 1800’s, 
and it has remained in the family.
 
 Delaney barn, 23477 Bellevue-
Cascade Road, LeMotte (Jackson County)-
This lovely farm is known as the Sprank 
farm. The large barn was built around 1900, 
and the smaller one in 1940. The large barn 
has wooden peg construction.

 Ulch barn, 4672 Sutliff Road, So-
lon (Johnson County)-On the north edge of 
Solon is a blacktop, Sutliff Road.  Take it 
east one mile. This barn, built around 1905, 
is unique in that it is very primitive. The 
barn is used in farming.

 Schneckloth  crib, 23553 200th 
Avenue, Eldridge (Scott County)-Exit US 
61 at Exit127. Go east on LeClaire Road 
three miles. Then go south on 200th a half 
mile.  Herbert Schneckloth, prominent 
Iowa farmer, whose family emigrated 
from Germany in 1854, built the landmark 
round crib in 1926.Work on the 50-feet in 
diameter structure was done with hand 
tools. The foundation was dug and poured 
by hand using a shovel and one-third of 
a bag of home mix at a time. Handmade 
forms were used to pour the concrete. The 
ventilation block tile and matching solid 
tile were brought from Adel by train and 
horse-drawn wagons. 

 Strabala barn, 930 290th Street, 
Washington (Washington County)-From 
Washington, go south on Route 1 one and 
a half miles. Turn west on 290th and go 
one-half mile. The barn is on the right. 
This large barn was built in the 1920’s by 
distinguished United States Senator Smith 
Brookhart while he was in office. It is a barn 
that is important to Iowa and to America.

 If you have questions, telephone 
Maggie O’Rourke (515) 758-2878 or Rox-
anne Mehlisch (641) 487-7690.

     The Iowa Barn Foundation has 
given an Award of Distinction to 
Mrs. Beth Rosenfeld Young and 
Mrs. Ronald Rosenfeld, owners 
of the historic Rosenfeld barn,  
Kelley, for the restoration of the 
90x 66 foot barn.
     The pegged barn has 27 four-
paned windows for light and 
ventilation.  The barn, built about 
1918, housed a nationally recog-
nized purebred herd of Aberdeen-
Angus cattle.
     Some 360 people visited the 
barn which was on the Iowa Barn 
Foundation’s spring tour featuring 
barns of Story County.
     The Iowa Barn Foundation 
gives the Awards of Distinction 
to owners who restore their barns 
on their own.  They must be 
restored within the foundation’s 
guidelines. Owners receive metal 
plaques –Awards of Distinction.

Rosenfeld Barn 
Awarded
Certificate 

of Distinction

Ascherl barn after restorationAscherl barn before restoration
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Adopt-A-Barn Program
by Neil E. Harl*

The Iowa Barn Foundation, a non-profit 
organization formed in 1997 to encourage 
the restoration and rehabilitation of barns 
(and other farm buildings) in Iowa, has 
been highly successful.  The signature ac-
tivity of focusing on barn restoration has 
resulted in more than $500,000 in funding 
provided in matching grant form in support 
of more than 50 projects across the state, 
which translates into $1,000,000 going into 
Iowa bar restoration.  The completed proj-
ects are identified as Iowa Barn Foundation 
projects.  The barns are open a minimum 
of two days per year for public viewing in 
accordance with an easement that assures 
the structures will be maintained appropri-
ately on a permanent basis.  This year will 
be the third year of the all-state barn tour 
featuring these barns.
     In 2002, the Foundation approved a sec-
ond major initiative, the Farm Conservancy 
Program, which provides an opportunity 
to owners of farms to gift farmland to the 
Foundation or leave farmland to the Foun-
dation at death.  The farms in the program 
are operated and maintained in accordance 
with a farm plan which is jointly developed 
by the donor and the Foundation to carry 
out the expressed wishes of the donor and 
the donor’s family.  Preference is given 
to renting the farms to young, beginning 
farmers.

     A third initiative, approved by the Foun-
dation Board on June 7, 2003, addresses 
the problem of run-down or decrepit barns 
located on the major highways in the state.  
A pilot program has been underway on 
segments of U.S. Highway 2 in Southern 
Iowa.
     The plan is to solicit contributions from 
interested individuals and firms to (1) fund 
the renovation of the structures or (2) raze 
the building if renovation is not feasible.  
Each project would be carried out with the 
approval and support of the property owner 
involved.  Each project would be appropri-
ately identified with the name of the donor 
of funds, the property owner and the Iowa 
Barn Foundation.
     The new initiative lends itself to involve-
ment by local groups, including Vocational 
Agriculture Departments and FFA Chapters 
and 4-H Clubs in terms of identifying barns 
which would be candidates for attention 
and working with the Iowa Barn Founda-
tion and the property owner to carry out 
individual projects.  The involvement of 
such local groups would be appropriately 
noted and recognized.
     The idea behind the new initiative is to 
focus attention on high profile barns seen 
daily by thousands of visitors to the State 
of Iowa.  The Foundation is sensitive to the 
fact that owners of run-down barns may 
lack the resources to meet the 50 percent 
matching grant requirement for regular barn 

restoration projects.  The idea is to provide, 
when necessary, sufficient funding to carry 
out restoration for highly visible barns.  For 
barns that are beyond restoration, the new 
project would provide assistance in com-
pleting the demolition process.
     As Jacqueline Schmeal, Iowa Barn 
Foundation, has stressed, “We support 
strongly the rehabilitation of barns in the 
state.  Only in rare instances where the barn 
is too far gone to be restored would the new 
initiative result in removal of barns from 
the scene.”
Individuals and groups interested in partici-
pating in the program should contact:

Jacqueline Schmeal, President 
Iowa Barn Foundation
jschmeal@earthlink.net 
PH: 505-988-5917
64l-487-7433 

Neil E. Harl, Member of the Board
Iowa Barn Foundation
harl@iastate.edu
PH:  515-232-0487

Paul Ramsey, Member of the Board
Iowa Barn Foundation
PH:  949-675-6015

* Charles F. Curtiss Distinguished Profes-
sor in Agriculture and Professor of Eco-
nomics, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa; 
Member of the Iowa Bar.

Nola Hanson, Mingo, sent this poignant 
poem written by her teenage son, Travis, 
after moving to the historic family farm 
in 1999.  The farm had its beginning 
in 1856.  The Hanson barn has been 
awarded an Iowa Barn Foundation 
matching grant.

A windmill squeaks as I walk past it,
A reminder of the days when this place
Was once a flourishing farm,
The barnyard looks like a ghost town with a silo standing in the center
That was once filled with grain,
I enter a barn;
The door creaks as it opens,
I step inside and smell a mix of hay and cedar,
An old pitchfork leans against the wall waiting to be used again,
I hear a rustle as an animal scurries from place to place,
Then I realize that this was once a place full of energy,
Now it is just, A fading memory
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Swallows by Joan Lech

Dykstra Barn

On Highway 13, between Monticello 
and Manchester, almost every barn has, 
at least, a new roof.  Barns, once ignored 
and neglected, are now being valued as 
treasures all over the state. Wouldn’t our 
grandfathers and great grandfathers, who 
built these barns, be proud? We believe 
that the work of the Iowa Barn Founda-
tion has made a contribution toward this 
major preservation effort.
 It was six years ago when the idea of 
starting a foundation to preserve Iowa’s 
barns was transferred from discussion 
over dinner into the realm of reality. This 
is a unique organization, as it is all-volun-
teer. It’s about “generosity” and “giving”. 
There are no administrative or operational 
costs.  No one gets a salary or stipend.  
Yet, the volunteers all over the state are 
“the best”.
 When Michael Lanning, Ames, was 
asked to help lay out the first Iowa Barn 
Foundation Magazine, he was gracious, 
but he did not know that there would be 
a volume 6, number 2 in his future.  Mi-
chael, a landscape architect, generously 
continues to do the graphics for our maga-
zine. In fact, he is the creator of our very 
recognizable and enduring logo.
 Don Poggensee, Ida Grove photogra-
pher, continually provides us with needed 

photographs. So does Ken Starek, Ackley.  
Roxanne Mehlisch takes phone calls, 
helps with mailings, and myriad other 
chores. The list of friends dedicated to 
saving barns is long.

After the Iowa Barn Foundation was or-
ganized, Ruby Woodbury, Ft. Dodge, sent  
one of the first letters. Ruby told about her 
barn built in 1920 with brown blocks from 
Kalo Brick and Tile near Otho, Webster 
County.  Ruby wrote, “I love this old barn 
and silo with passion.  I’ve been warned 
by my husband for years that he’s going to 
knock the barn down.  So far I’ve won, as 
it’s still standing.
 “The place where I was born has been 
completely demolished, and it makes me 
sad.  Everything is gone behind me in my 
life-my rural one-room school house, high 
school, church.”
  After a long illness, Ruby’s husband, 
Ronald, died.  Ruby is now at a senior citi-
zens home.  But, she still puts on her boots 
and visits the farm regularly.  And, she is 
determined to save the old barn.
 She can’t do it alone.  John Samuel-
son, Webster County representative to the 
Iowa Barn Foundation, is advising and 
guiding her through the project.  This is 

an example of the gen-
erosity and coopera-
tion that is so much a 
part of the foundation.  
John, a farmer, lost his 
barn two years ago due 
to a combustion fire.

John Dykstra, Wapello, 
sent this photo of his 
lovely well-cared for 
barn along with a note.  

“This barn was built in 1904 and was in 
bad condition when I acquired the farm. 
Doing the restoration work by myself, I 
am giving it another chance for a good 
life. “Its original use was to provide stalls 
for the farm work horses and an area for 
milk cows.  The material for the beam and 
peg construction was cut in local wood 
lots and sawed in a local steam powered 
saw mill,” John wrote.  
 He said the barn is “slated for new 
paint this summer. We hope to keep a neat 
farmstead and well-kept farm.”
 The house on the farm was built in the 
1880’s. The Dykstras have lived on the 
farm for over 40 years.

 From Northampton, Pennsylvania, 
Evelyn Guss wrote, “After my husband, 
Jack, and I read James Dinsmore’s article 
about barn swallows, we thought maybe 
you’d like to hear about the enjoyment we 
have watching barn swallows that come to 
our barn around the middle of April and 
leave around the end of August. Well, we 
are fortunate to have a friend, Joan Lech, 
from Leighton, Pennsylvania, whose hob-
by is photography.  We got Joan excited to 
come to our barn with all her photography 
paraphernalia to shoot pictures of the barn 
swallows going about their daily chores of 
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Erikson Barn

building their mud nests and filling them 
with eggs….”

Dave and Pam Battaglioli’s barn outside 
Granville was recently the scene of an 
old-fashioned “Hay Loft Hymn Sing”.  
Their large 1933 barn was restored with 
an Iowa Barn Foundation matching grant.  
Wanting to celebrate the anniversary of 
the completion of their barn with friends 
and neighbors, they invited Glory Bound, 
an Orange City singing group, to lead the 
sing.  Some 70 folks showed up. 
 “We raised the roof singing old-time 
gospel hymns,” wrote Pam. “Afterwards 
we visited and enjoyed homemade good-
ies, coffee, and punch. Thanks to the Iowa 
Barn Foundation for enabling us to save 
our barn and to make it useable and beau-
tiful again.”
 Pam and Dave plan to make this an 
annual event.

The spring area tour, focused on the barns 
of Story County, created much interest.  
The Kalsems, a prominent Story County 
farm family, pulled out antiques and old 
photographs to share with visitors.  “Barns 
are part of us,” said Dave, as he hung an 
old photo on the wall.
 Beth Rosenfeld Young, who owns the 
historic Rosenfeld barn along with her 
sister-in-law, Shirley Rosenfeld, stood for 
two days and talked about the history of 
the barn, historically home to champion-
ship Angus cattle.  Beth and her family 
drove from Denver to open the barn for 
the tour.
 At the picnic at the Handsaker barn, 
Gary explained how the family’s land-
mark square barn is going to be restored 
in time for the fall tour.  Interested guests 

said they were going to bring chairs and 
sit and watch the major restoration.  
 We are grateful to Doug Kenealy, 
associate chairman, Iowa State Animal 
Science Department, for opening the Iowa 
State horse and dairy barns for us.  He 
spent two days welcoming visitors.  And, 
Flora Freeland, 92, welcomed everyone to 
her Huxley barn which, with great help 
from Roxanne Mehlisch and painter Paul 
Williams, New Providence, was newly 
painted.  Norma Johnson dashed from 
helping with the event to hosting folks 
at her barn.  Terry and Tom Bowman 
listened to raves about their interesting 
brick round barn; the Vince Hassebrocks 
greeted folks at their barns, once part of 
the O’Neil Dairy, Ames.
 The Story County committee that or-
ganized the tour included Jim Christy, Bill 
Vogel, Joyce Hertz, Roxanne Mehlisch, 
Norma Johnson, and Jan Walter.

Edmund Erikson of Gilman sent a photo 
of his historic family barn with a note:  
“My father had it 
built about 1901; he 
bought this farm in 
1893 and grandfa-
ther had purchased 
some of this farm 
in 1891.
 “Dad had, at 
one time, as many 
as eight Clydes-
dales kept in this 
building.  When 
I farmed, many 
years ago, we still 
had milk cows, and 
I raised some beef 
cattle that sheltered 
here.”

Norma Smith, Johnston, was in the pro-
cess of restoring her 132 year-old family 
barn in Boone County.  It had been built 
by her great grandfather, grandfather, and 
their neighbor.  Norma wrote, “It was a 
big old barn with three double horse stalls, 
one single horse stall, and a double pony 
stall. There was a hay loft around two 
sides of the barn that had been constructed 
with wooden pegs to connect the boards 
there…..The full basement held stan-
chions for eight to 10 milk cows and an 
area three times larger where cattle could 
find shelter and food in the winter.”
 The barn and a crib were burned from 
“undetermined causes” in April. “Nothing 
is left but ashes and the rock and cement 
foundation.
 “Two days before I had been studying 
the latest Barn Foundation magazine to 
see if we might be able to get a grant…..”
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By Bruce Ehresman
Wildlife Diversity Biologist, Department 
of Natural Resources

I grew up on a farm in eastern 
Iowa (Jones County) and have always 
held an appreciation for barns. I not only 
learned the usefulness of barns for the 
welfare of our different farm animals, but 
I enjoyed the various kinds of wildlife that 
inhabited the barns, too. One particular 

animal that seemed to live in the barn in 
large numbers was the bat. I especially no-
ticed the bats during the summertime, when 
I was up in the haymow stacking freshly 
made hay bales. I would hear squeaking 
noises coming from the roof rafters above 
me.  Usually, I could not find the animals 
that were making the sounds, and I assumed 
that they were hidden in those dark spaces 
where the sheeting boards were gapped 
above the roof rafters. But once in awhile, 
when the hay was piled up high enough for 
me to get a good look at the barn loft ceil-
ing, I would spot several of the little critters 
hanging upside down from the ridge rafter 
at the barn’s peak. I remember it being in-
credibly hot up there, and I was amazed that 
any warm-blooded creature would choose 
to be in that spot (if they didn’t have to 
be). It would be many years later before I 
learned that some bats actually prefer to 
roost where the temperature exceeds 100 
degrees Fahrenheit.

Another thing I remember about 
those barn bats is that there were a lot of 
them. In the evening when it was just start-
ing to get dark, the bats would emerge by 
the hundreds. It was an especially dramatic 
sight when the large hay mow door was 
open and the bats could fly out en masse. I 
grew to appreciate bats on the farm, for I 
soon learned that they are great catchers 
of mosquitoes. We didn’t have air condi-
tioning in the house when I was younger, 

and on hot summer nights I often slept out 
under the stars in our backyard where the 
air temperature was cooler than inside. As 
mosquitoes started to buzz about my head, 
I noticed that bats started to show up too. I 
soon realized that the bats were feeding on 
the mosquitoes that were honing in on me. I 
now know that a bat can eat at least half of 
its body weight in insects each night. That 
translates into a lot of mosquitoes!

General Bat 
Information

Before I 
go further, I should 
provide you more 
information about 
bats. Bats are a very 
diverse group of 
animals and make 
up about one-fourth 
of all mammals in 
the world. Approxi-

mately 1,000 species of bats inhabit the 
earth in a large variety of habitats. There 
are 45 species of bats in the United States, 
while only nine species are regularly 
found in Iowa. Two of these species, the 
Big Brown Bat and Little Brown Bat, 
often inhabit buildings, and these are the 
two bats that you are most likely to find in 
your barns.

Although many of the tropical bats 
are fruit and nectar eaters and are important 

pollinators of such things as bananas, figs, 
and cashews, Iowa’s bats are all insect 
eaters. The Little Brown Bat, in particular, 
can eat about 1,200 small insects (includ-
ing mosquitoes) in an hour, and a nursing 
mother can eat more than her own body 
weight nightly. The larger Big Brown Bat 
eats bigger insects, like beetles, leafhop-
pers, and moths, and can consume a large 
volume of agricultural and horticultural 
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insect pests. Just 150 Big Brown Bats can 
eat so many cucumber beetles each summer 
that they protect farmers from 33 million 
of these beetles’ root worm larvae, pests 
that cost American farmers an estimated 
one billion dollars each year.

Most of bats’ insect catching is 
done on the wing.  Even though they can 
see well, it is their sense of hearing that is 
most developed and allows them to catch 
prey in total darkness.  While in flight, a 
bat utters a series of high-pitched squeaks 
(higher pitched than most humans can 
hear). These sound waves echo off nearby 
objects, like barns, tree branches, and 
insects, and bounce back to the bat’s ears 
into a specialized portion of the brain. This 
information is processed so fast that it al-
lows the bat to quickly change flight direc-
tion to avoid obstacles or catch its darting 
insect prey.

Bat Biology
While most Iowa bats migrate 

south in the fall, some spend the winter hi-
bernating in caves (particularly in eastern 
Iowa). The Big Brown Bat is the only Iowa 
bat that sometimes is found hibernating in 
heated buildings, and no bats can survive 
in places that routinely reach temperatures 

below freezing.  Most bats mate in early 
fall, just before hibernation, but the female 
typically will not become pregnant before 
spring. Young are usually born between 
late May and late June, soon after females 
return to their summer roosting areas. Colo-
nial species, like Big and Little Brown Bats, 
form nurseries of 50 to 1,000 or more indi-
viduals in a variety of locations, including 
tree hollows, under loose tree bark, and in 
barns and other buildings. The Little Brown 
Bat has one young each year, and the Big 
Brown Bat usually has two. Returning 
mothers recognize their own young within 

the colony by odor or sound. Young bats 
grow rapidly and are able to fly at three 
weeks of age. They become independent 
of their mothers shortly thereafter and can 
join the fall migration when less than two 
months old. 

Surprisingly, Little Brown Bats 
can sometimes be long-lived, 
reaching an age of 33 or 34 
years. The oldest individual 
known from Iowa was a preg-
nant Little Brown Bat that was 
captured at the Manchester Fish 
Hatchery 23 years after it had 
been banded (on its wing).

The Value of Barns to Bats
So – how important 

are barns to Iowa’s Big Brown 
and Little Brown Bats? Accord-
ing to the leading bat protection 
organization in the world, Bat 
Conservation International 
(BCI), the most important threat to bats is 
loss of roost sites. To my knowledge, no one 
has quantified barn use by bats in Iowa, but 
recent studies in other places indicate that 
barns are very important roost and nursery 
sites for bats. In one extensive study in 
Hertfordshire, England, Patty Briggs found 
that 89% of the barns with suitable roosting 
features supported bats. As Iowa continues 
to lose its wonderful old wooden barns, it 
also is losing valuable homes for bats.

Some of you might now be asking, 
“Why should we care if bats disappear?”  
Well, for one 
thing, they are 
part of the natu-
ral ecosystem in 
which we both 
exist. I firmly 
believe that ev-
erything alive 
exists for a rea-
son, and it seems 
arrogant of us to 
assume that we 
can eliminate 
species, com-
munities, and 
even ecosys-
tems without, 
us or our descendants, experiencing nega-
tive repercussions.  On the practical side, 
loss of bats can increase the demand for 
chemical pesticides, upset natural cycles, 
and harm human economies. 

The argument that bats are harm-
ful because they give humans rabies does 
not hold water with me. In more than 40 
years of record keeping in this country, 
only 16 people are believed to have died 
from bat-borne rabies. The chance of dying 
by lightning strike is far greater than the 

chance that you will be exposed to rabies 
from a bat bite.

Getting back to the subject of bats 
and barns – it seems to me that another 
good reason for preserving Iowa’s barns 
is to benefit our bats. While building and 
putting up bat houses is a noble gesture to 
create homes for bats, preserving a grand 
old barn that houses the same species that 
use these bat houses seems an even nobler 
gesture. And if you want to provide even 
more homes for bats, you can always attach 
bat houses to the side of your barn.

Although I still have much to 
learn about bats, I 
find that the more I 
get to know them, 
the more I appreci-
ate them. I believe 
that they have their 
place in nature and 
that they deserve to 
be here, too.  Per-
haps you too will 
appreciate bats 
more the next time 
you notice bats on 
mosquito patrol in 
your own backyard 
or barnyard! 

For more information about bats or bat 
houses, please contact Bat Conservation 
International, P.O. Box 162603, Austin, 
Texas  78716. Their internet address is
www.batcon.org
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Barn Holds Secrets of Generations
By Lori Evilsizer

 In April 1842, William O. Reed, 
his wife Margaret, and their seven children 
began their journey from Pennsylvania to 
Jackson County, Iowa. They traveled by 
raft down the Ohio River and up the Missis-
sippi by steam boat to Muscatine. They then 
headed north in a covered wagon drawn by 
two yoke of oxen.
 Along the way, Margaret became 
violently sick. On August 15, she died 
as the family was preparing to cross the 
Wapsipinicon River at the mouth of Bro-
phy Creek. Not wanting to leave her, the 
family  brought her body along until they 
reached their claim at the mouth of Rock 
Creek—a trip of two weeks from Brophy 
Creek. There they buried her atop a hill 
overlooking the river, making her the first 
resident of Reed Cemetery.
 When the Reed family settled, one 
of their sons, William E., was 16.  During 
his lifetime he: joined the “Brush Creek 
Rangers” of Andrew, Iowa, serving in the 
Mexican War; struck gold in California in 
1850 and returned to Iowa to teach and to 
farm; built three schoolhouses in Fairfield 
Township; helped design and build the 
original Iron Bridge and Dunham Bridge 
over the Maquoketa River; and assisted in 
organizing Iowa’s Republican party.
 He married Samantha Hough in 
l852. He was later ordained a Baptist minis-
ter and formed a congregation at the North 
Bend Baptist Church building. He was a 
circuit-riding minister and preached for 
funerals, often making caskets for friends 
and neighbors since he was a skillful car-
penter.
 Rev. Reed’s greatest accomplish-
ment occurred in 1848 when 
the government 

ordered militia to convoy the entire tribe of 
Winnebago Indians from Ft. Atkinson to a 
new reservation on the Crow Wing River 
in Minnesota. Rev. Reed’s account of this 
expedition is in the Library of Congress.
 An excerpt from his diary dated 
1866: “Mo. August 13 went to Blacksmith 
shop got plow sharped  come cut hay to 
3 pm  went to Deep Creek  helped raise 
Alexanders barn  come home.”
 In February, 1891, my great-
grandfather, William F.H. Stromeyer, 
bought the farm for $250 and the follow-
ing year married my great-grandmother, 
Wilhelmina Meyer. My great-grandpa tore 
down an existing barn and went to planning 
and designing a “new” barn that would fit 
his needs on the farm in 1902. He and his 
two brothers cut timbers and hand hewn the 
beams and placed them securely together 
with iron bolts, washers, and nuts at every 
junction. He had a herd of 12 milk cows 
and built 12 wooden stanchions that were 
used until the 1970’s.  
 His son, Gilbert, my grandfather, 
married Irene Kelly in 1923 and continued 
to farm the family farm. He would often 
say how he enjoyed farming even though 
it was hard work. He did not like working 
with horses and was glad when his mother 
bought him his first tractor. Gil Stromeyer 
was a self-taught musician. In the 1930’s 
and 1940’s, the orchestra that he formed, 
known as the “Oklahoma Cowboys”, was 
a popular dance band that played at wed-

dings and barn dances.  Area residents 
were familiar with the Stromeyer Place 
near Spragueville since Grandpa also had 
a sideline business of hatching chicks.
 When I asked my grandmother 
how they got along without electricity and 
refrigeration, she simply said, “We didn’t 
miss what we didn’t have. We got along 
fine. Work was work, but we made time 
for fun too.”
 My mother, Laurel Stromeyer 
Williams, was born in the farmhouse in 
1929. Her earliest recollection of the barn 
was when she was small.  Her parents 
would put her in a seat and hang her on 
the barn door while they milked cows. 
Other memories include roller skating in 
the hayloft with her friends and jumping 
through holes in the floor into piles of loose 
hay. When she was a teenager, she helped 
her dad re-shingle the barn roof.
 My mom and dad, Jack Williams, 
married in 1949 and moved in with my 
grandparents here on the farm. My father 
and grandfather worked side by side farm-
ing. Both were craftsmen and decided to 
change the barn. Late in the summer of 
1950, they removed a “lean-to” and ex-
tended the barn to the size it remains today. 
It is 54 feet wide and 72 feet long. It has 96 
windowpanes and 40 doors. In 1900, my 
great-great uncle, Otto Stromeyer, designed 
a cupola that he felt would be appropriate 
on the “new” barn and took a Proctor and 
Gamble wooden hand soap box and built a 
scale model. For whatever reason, the cu-
pola never materialized, but we still have 
the scale model.
 The barn has reached its century 
mark. My family and I plan to paint and 
restore it. The barn was not built to be a 
showcase or architectural monument, but 
that’s what it has become.  It is still a shelter 
for some hay and occasionally a few cows 
are kept in the pens. But, the milking opera-
tion has become obsolete along with many 
other aspects of the family farm.
 We hope the barn will continue 
to stand straight and tall for years to come 
so folks can stop by, take a look, and get a 
glimpse of what life was like on an Iowa 
farm, if only for a moment.
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By Will Christen

     In the fall of 1926, when I was 14 years 
old, Dad bought 80 acres adjoining the 
original 160 ancestral farm in Cheery Val-
ley Township six miles east of Elgin.  He 
then decided that he would need more barn 
room for the extra livestock that he could 
feed with the extra crop.  He asked a neigh-
bor, a carpenter, to draw up a plan.
     When we got all the crops harvested, 
the carpenter, two other neighbors, another 
man, Dad, and my older brother, John, cut 
enough lots to build the frame. Each pair 
had a crosscut saw and two axes.  By that 
time, we had enough snow for good sled-
ding so Dad, John, and the two neighbors 
started hauling sand from about four miles 
away. Each had two horses on a bobsled 
which held a cubic yard of sand. They 
hauled sand for about a week before the 
snow melted too much for good sledding.
     We started hauling logs.  I snaked them 
out of the timber with one team, and Dad 

and John hauled them home.  If we had 
enough snow, they used a sled.  If not, they 
used a steel-wheeled wagon.
     In April, the carpenter brought his 
sawmill and sawed the logs into lumber—
30,000 board feet—while we sowed our 
oats.  Then they started to cut and shape the 
frame. The crew consisted of the boss and 
five helpers who worked six days a week 
from 7 to 6.  The boss got 30 cents an hour, 
and the rest got 20 and 25 cents an hour, 
plus their dinner and supper.  While the 
crew was working on the barn, we planted 
our corn and hauled more sand.  They 
hauled lumber and cement 10 miles with 
teams, with one trip a day the limit.
     Since the barn was to be built on a 
slope, we had to level the spot.  My younger 
brother, Elmer, and I each drove a team on a 
slip scraper.  Two men handled the scraper 
and seven men with shovels dug the edges, 
taking a week.  Next, we poured the walls, 
seven feet high, 32 feet wide on the ends, 

48 feet on one side.
     My younger brother and I hauled water 
with a team and buggy and several 10-gal-
lon milk cans.  Two men fed the mixer, 
three men carried the cement with scoop 
shovels, and three men carried rocks to drop 
in the cement.  We poured all but two cubic 
yards the first day.
     Next was the barn raising.  The first day, 
a bunch of neighbors came, and they raised 
the first floor.  The second day, there was a 
larger crowd, and they raised the frame, put 
on the siding and most of the roof.  After 
that, the crew finished the carpenter work.  
In September, two men painted the barn.
     After the oats harvest, we again hauled 
sand for about a week, and then poured 
the cement for the floors.  After that, the 
carpenters put in the stalls and partitions. 
Last of all, an 80-year-old tinsmith walked 
out six miles from town to ask for the job 
of putting up the eaves-troughs. Which he 
did.

The Jacob Christen Barn 

 The Iowa Barn Foundation has 
awarded 14 matching grants this year to 
barn owners throughout the state. Many of 
these barns will be on the September all-
state tour.

Those receiving grants include:

Sherry Gribble, Ft. Atkinson, for a Czech 
barn that has been in the family for gen-
erations;

Gladys McBurney, Humboldt, for an 1890’s 
barn (above) on farm that was owned by 
Stephen Taft, who founded Humboldt;

Clay Plumer, Glenwood, for a barn on 

farm—later a stage coach stop-- bought 
by the family in 1851;

Donna Meierotto, West Point, for a barn 
with hand-hewn beams secured with 
wooden pegs;

Mike and 
Kathy Clasen, 
Bellevue, for 
a barn built in 
1890;

Tom Waller/
Norman Behrns, 
Traer, (right) for 
a National Reg-
ister round barn 
built in the 1920’s;

Harald Jensen, Ringsted, for a 1938 barn 
with attached milk house.

Nola Hanson, Mingo, for circa 1907 family 
barn built with wood from an older barn 
leveled by a tornado;

Kochersperger family (Stan Allen), Em-
erson, for a barn on a farm in the family 
since 1870;

Richard Cooper, Toledo, for 1898 barn built 
by Henry Pusteos-
ka, who owned a 
meat market in 
Toledo;

Linda Redman, 
Osceola, for a barn 
built in 1916;

Gloria and Gary 
H a n d s a k e r , 
Fernald/Nevada, 
for an 1875 land-

mark square barn;

Phyllis Dreyer, Fenton, for 1903 barn 
on Century Farm that has a 1000-gallon 
wooden water storage tank;

John McNutt and Ilene Lande, Iowa City, 
for an early bank barn with ramp for horses 
and wagons.

More Grants Awarded
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IOWA BARN FOUNDATION MEMBERSHIP

 Robin Haack, Hospers, was re-
cently reminded of a story her son wrote 
at age 13 about the family barn.  He wrote 
the piece for a local arts council project 
focusing on barns.  “Kyle is now 27 years 
old and lives in Michigan.  He went to visit 
Grandpa a day this winter to get more of 
the story. Grandpa died on March 20, 2003.  
The barn had to be torn down, but we have 
displayed the door of the hayloft where the 
barn stood.  This reminds us of our barn.”

The Old Barn

 As I look at our barn, I think of 
the history it must have.  It was built in 
1919, seventy-one years ago.  It has seen 
my Grandpa, my Dad, and I grow up.  It has 
been through snowstorms, severe rain, and 
times of drought.  The foundation is starting 
to crack and some of the wood is rotting. 
Leaking is also a problem.  And yet, it still 
stands, a monument to years long gone.
 I picture in my mind my Great 
Grandpa helping the carpenter build the 

barn.  They work side by side until the 
job is done.  The plan of the building was 
etched in his mind from years of planning.  
He had everything planned and prepared for 
his “modern” barn. He wanted the horses 
and cows to live in comfort.
 Now my mind switches to my 
Grandpa’s generation.  I can see him 
proudly driving home his new tractor.  It is 
a 1953 Ford Jubilee, the first tractor on this 
farm.  My uncle, aunt, dad, sister, brother, 
and I learned how to drive on this tractor.  
It still runs, but only whenever it feels like 
it.  Horses were no longer needed to do 
the work, and our farm now had a modern 
machine.
 I can see my Dad now.  He’s 
bringing in the cows from the pasture.  
He changed the horse stalls into places 
for cows.  He has control of his boyhood 
home now and is making new changes.  He 
works full time in town but still works on 
the farm at night and has many uses for the 
barn.  Grandpa retired from the farm and 
moved into town.  Dad couldn’t let the farm 

place slip into some stranger’s hands.  The 
barn held too many special memories for 
him.
 This last picture is a familiar one.  
It shows my Dad, my brother, and I working 
in the barn.  We decided to put sheep in the 
horse barn and are in the middle of lamb-
ing season.  We are working hard to make 
it into a productive barn again.  My Dad 
talks about tearing down the barn because 
it is old and a new one sure would be nice.  
I personally am against that idea.  Now this 
old barn holds too many memories for me.  
I want it to hold many more memories.
 My great grandpa has died, but my 
grandpa still comes out and helps us work.  
We have had four generations of Haacks on 
this farm, and the barn has been useful to 
all of them.  Last year was our barn’s 70th 
birthday.  It is still standing; even after all it 
has been through.  I wonder what my great 
grandpa would say if he saw what his old 
barn is being used for today.  He’d probably 
ask why we didn’t stick to horses.

The Family Barn:  A Teenager’s Story
 

(cumulative)

$150,000
The Fred Maytag Family Foundation, Newton, 
Iowa

$140,000
The Brown Foundation, Inc., Houston, Tx.

$25,000
Iowa West Foundation

$20,000
Linda and Ken Lay Family, Houston, Tx.

$10,000 to $15,000
Jacqueline Andre and Richard Schmeal, Houston, 
Tx.
Martha-Ellen Tye Foundation, Marshalltown

$5,000 to $l0,000
Anonymous
Land O’Lakes Foundation, Minneapolis, Mn.

$l000 to $5000
Anonymous
Anderson Erickson Dairy Company, Des Moines
The Associates Matching Gifts Program, Irving, Tx.
Mr. and Mrs. James Balloun, Atlanta, Georgia
Paul and Georgia Crockett, Minneapolis, Mn.
David W. and Tammy Jo Dewhurst, Houston, Tx.
Mary Dunea, Chicago, Ill.

Linda Duttenhaver, Redondo Beach, Ca.
Dorothy Ewing, Ames (for Solon “Bud” Ewing 
Endowment)
Farm Credit Services of America
Stephen Garst, Coon Rapids
Iowa Farm Bureau Federation (toward Iowa Barn 
Foundation Magazine)
Iowa Savings Bank Foundation, Carroll
James and Pat Jordan, Boone
W.A. Krause, West Des Moines
Joe and Norma Lyon, Toledo, Iowa
Ray McFarland (All Cuts), Ames
Merrill and Carol Oster, Aurora, Ill.
Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Des Moines
Paul and Pat Ramsey, Newport Beach, Ca.
John Ruan Foundation Trust, Des Moines
Amy and Craig H. Schiffer, London, England
Swiss Valley Farms Company, Davenport
William Windsor Charitable Foundation, Des 
Moines
Judy Winkel, Irving, Tx.
Carl and Norma Zurborg, Davenport

$500 to $l000
Anonymous
Bob and Bobbie Boeke, Ames
Pat Catron and Ross Christensen
Central State Bank, State Center
Cooperative Resources International (Tom Lyon, 
CEO), Shawano, Wis.)
George Dunea, M.D., Chicago, Ill.
Marlene and Duane Fenstermann, Decorah

Stephen Fox, Houston, Tx. (in honor of Jacqueline 
and Richard Schmeal)
Mrs. Kathryn Hach-Darrow, Mukilteo, Wash.
Des Moines Register/Gannett Foundation
Don Geiger, West Des Moines
Mary F. Griffith, Carbondale, Co.
Neil and Darlene Harl, Ames
Dean and Mary Harms, Ames
Chris and Beth Homeister, Sioux City
Hertz Farm Management, Inc., Nevada
Mrs. Ione Jones
Kinder Morgan Foundation, Lakewood, Co.
Gerald and Karen Kolschowsky, Aurora, Ill.
Ambassador Charles Manatt, Washington, D.C.
Joyce Lund Mears, LeClaire
The Perry State Bank Charitable Foundation, Perry 
(Stephen Garst)
Gary Papke, Clinton
Todd Papke, Houston, Tx.
River Valley Cooperative, Eldridge
Mrs. Ruth Schmalenberger, Ft. Dodge
William and Fran Stone, Marshalltown
Kelly and Irene Tobin, New Market
Twin County Dairy Inc. (John Roetlin, pres.), 
Kalona
Wapsie Valley Creamery Inc., Independence
Irma Winslow, Ames

$l00 to $500
Anonymous
Anonymous
Florence Albright, Ossian
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Jessica Alexander, Iowa City
Richard Andre, Alexandria, Va.
Marvin Anderson, Ames
Martha Angier, Des Moines
Mary Agnew, Williamsburg
Kenneth and Janice Augustine, Ames
Bob and Margaret Artley, Hampton
Grace Askam, Muscatine
Joan Axel, Muscatine
Alice Andre and Lee Backsen, Houston, Tx.
Daniel and Debb Vandehaar-Arens, Waterloo
Murray Bacon, Albuquerque, N.M.
Donald Baker
Don Baker, St. Paul
Dale and Julie Bartelt, Mediapolis
Marion Beatty, Decorah
Virginia Becker, Plainfield
Lonnie and Doris Bench, Stuart
Dean Blake, Mason City
Jerome Bleicher, Glenwood
Ruth Boast, Ames
Gordon and Peggy Bonzer, Nashua
Gordon and Scott Bonzer Barn Repair, Nashua
Bill Bottke, St. Thomas, Virgin Islands
Pat Borup, Wellman, in memory of her sister, 
Grace Berry
Karen Bradley, Cedar Rapids
Bob Brammer, Des Moines
Norma Breitbach, Charles City
Keith and Barbara Briggs, Grinnell
Paul and Catherine Bruhn, Little Rock, Ar.
Robert and Anne Buck, Ames
William and Barbara Buss, Iowa City
Judith Cameron, Marshalltown
Bettie and Richard Carrell, Houston, Tx.
Dale and Jeannette Caspers, Swaledale
Janet M. Clark, Iowa City
Thomas Coenen, Clarinda
Don and Judy Combs, Bloomfield
Eugene Conley, Omaha, Neb.
Countryside Connections Inc, Kalona
Andrea Schmeal Corcoran, Des Moines
James and Rosemary Cox, Dubuque
Jay and Maurine Crisp, LaPorte City
William Cunningham, Kansas City, Mo.
Arnold and Jo Ellen Cutkomp, Columbus Junction
J. Mark and Kay Decook, Pella
E. Sue Denger, Wichita, Ks.
Gertrude Dieken, Newtown, Pa.
Arthur and Norma Doenecke, Eagle Grove
Teresa and James Durbin, Emerson
Charles and Sharon Eckles, Marshalltown
Dorothy M. Ekstam, Laurens
Carole Ann Eldeen, Iowa City
Lori Evilsizer, Spragueville
Solon and Dorothy Ewing, Ames
Melbourne O. Faldet, Decorah
Mary Killeen Fitch, Lake Worth, Fla.
Davis and Eunice Folkerts, Knoxville
Jim and Clare Frevert, Nevada, Iowa
Norman Frye, Davenport
Daniel Galvin, Sioux City
Gateway Foundation, San Diego, Ca.
Connie Geiger, West Des Moines
Steve Gerdes, Houston, Tx.
Carl Gray, Pella
John Godby, Earlham
Robert and Ann Harvey, Ames
Rod Hassler, Marshalltown
Mary Hays, Des Moines
Dennis and Linda Heflin, Harlan
Mrs. George Hegstrom, Ames
John and Ann Heimberger, Dexter
Edna Heitmann, Keystone
Jo Ella Robinson Helmers, Greenville, S.C.
John Helmers Family, Darien, Ct.
Roger and Joel Ann Helmrichs, Dundee
Charles C. Henningsen, Taos, New Mexico
Alan and Karen Hermanson, Story City
Max Henryson, Iowa City
Carl and Marjory Hertz, Ames
Lance Heuer, Davenport

Janette and Robert  Hildebrand, Ames
Michael and Nancy Hines, Davenport
Joe Holland, Iowa City
Joan and John Hornberger, Manning
Robert F. Horak, Jr., and Teresa Horak, Cedar 
Rapids
Daniel and Jean Houston, Madrid
Houston Seminar, Houston, Tx.
Larry and Charlene Hulsebus, Ames
Thomas and Kay Huston, Columbus  Junction
Hunziker and Associates, Realtors, Ames
Tom and Mary Ipsan, Mt. Vernon
Charlene Iversen, Vail
Izaak Walton League of America, Marshalltown
Ed Jones, Ocheyedan
Peter and Janet Kaboli, Iowa City
Walt and Mary Kaiser, Centerville
Tom and Janice Keller, Muscatine
Emilie S. Kilgore, Houston, Tx.
Lois Kilgore, Waterloo
Richard Kinder, Houston, Tx.
Kent Kischer, Waterloo
John Klousia, Green Valley, Az.
William Krause, West Des Moines
Gene Krumm, Wellsville, NY
Loren Kruse, Ankeny
George and Marlys Ladd, Ames
Brian Lamson, Seattle, Wash.
Ronald and Sally Lang, Grinnell
Eugene and Deloris Lang, Grinnell
Denny Lautner, Jefferson
Tom and Elaine Lawler, Parkersburg
Robert and Alice Lehmeier, Cedar Falls
Ted Lenocker, Dexter
Jean Louis, Albuquerque, N.M.
Donna Lundy, Zearing
Gene and Naomi Maahs, Adel
Dr. Robert and Dorothy Mandsager, Marshalltown
Kevin Manternach, Cascade
Dr. Rachel J. Mason, Marshalltown
Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Masterson, Houston, Tx.
Ronald G. McBroom and Virginia Hargis, Winterset
Gladys and Harold McBurney Jr., Humboldt
Janelle and George McClain, Cedar Rapids
Michael McConnell, Seattle, Wash.
McCullough Fund of the Greater Houston Com-
munity Foundation
Marilyn Groomes McDonald, Houston, Tx.
Elizabeth Sands McDorman, Ames
Roxanne and Gary Mehlisch, Zearing
Eleanor Melville, Garret Park, Md.
Linda M. Luksan and David A. Munn, Pella
Alice Murray, Ames
Lee McFarland Murray, Syracuse, N.Y.
Peter and Margaret Moore, North Haven, Ct.
Ferrel Moots, Kirksville, Mo.
Alexander and Elizabeth Morehouse, Mansfield, 
Ga. (for Mr. and Mrs. James Balloun, Atlanta, in 
honor of Jim’s 65th birthday)
Alan D. and Pat Moyer, Glendale, Az.
Wayne Norman, Dubuque
Wayne V. and Margaret H. Northey, Spirit Lake
Patricia Ohlerking, Pleasant Hill
John and Anne O’Neill, Houston, Tx.
Jane B. Owen, Houston, Tx.
Jo and Tom Patterson, Washington, Iowa
Don and Jane Payer, Ames
Pella Rolscreen Foundation
Annette Pennell, Berkeley, Ca.
Lew and Arlene Petersen, Ames
Neva Petersen, Rochester, Mn.
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts Program, Princ-
eton, N.J.
Dave and Ruth Pickar, Sumner
Joe and Shirley Pitsor, Hampton
Craig and Mary Pfantz, State Center
Roger and Susan Ramthun, Charles City
Leanna Reidy, Houston, Tx.
Duane Rempe, Pella
Tim and Jane Renze and Family, Carroll
Larry and Mary Anderson Richards, Jamaica, Iowa
Jody Robinson, Steamboat Springs, Co.

Robert Robinson, St. Paul, Mn.
Pat and David Rosenberg, Houston, Tx.
Kenneth and Marilyn Ruegsegger, West Liberty
Colleen Ryan, Ames
Bill and Coleen Sandquist, Adel
Barbara Sands, Ames
Paul and Wanda Schenck, Houston, Tx.
Joan Schreiber, Muncie, Ind.
Jean and John Sebern, Charles City
Esther Shaffer, Mount Pleasant
Bertha Shaw, Eagle Grove
Marilyn Sheets, Ames
Hugh Sidey, Potomac, Md.
Carrie Sizemore, Mooresville, NC
Lee Smalley, Menomonie,  Wis.
Del Smith, Long Grove, Ill.
Jerry and Helen Smith, Burlington
Josephine Powell Smith, Houston, Tx.
Matt and Judy Smith, Marshalltown
Jerry Soesbe, Urbana, Ill.
Douglas E. Spies, Denver, Co.
Steve Stahler, The Masters Group, Inc., Ankeny
Chelon Stanzel, Ames
James P. Stein, Muscatine
Catherine and Henry Stone, Honey Creek
State Bank and Trust Company, Nevada
Wayne Stienstra (Stienstra Construction, Pella
Paul Stone, Nevada
Darrell and Shirley Sunderman, Carroll
Sherry Sunderman, Dallas, Texas
Judith Ann Sutcliffe, Audubon
Ralph and Sylvia Swale, Clear Lake
Terry R. Terrill, Pocahontas
Ruth and Louis Thompson, Ames
Lucie Todd, Houston, Tx.
Ewald and Phyllis Trautman, Marshalltown
Kevin and Carrie Uhl, Renton, Wash.
James and Nancy Ulring, Decorah
Ulring Financial Group, Decorah
Roger Underwood, Ames
Nola and Lloyd Vander Streek, Pella
Barbara Van Sittert, Phoenix, Az.
VGM and Associates, Inc., Waterloo
Sarah Jane and Larry Voas, Biloxi, Ms.
Roy Dale and Mary Voorhees, Ames
Don and Ada Vreeland, Marshalltown
William and Doris Warrick, West Des Moines
Roman Welter, Monticello
Forrest and Darlyne White, Creston
Tom and Kathy Whitson, McClelland
Kathryn and John Williams, Atkinson, Ill.
Marilyn Willits, Union
Royce Winge, Ames
Dan and Jolene Witt, Clinton
Gary and Pam Wolfe, Exira
Carl Zimmerman, Corning

$25-$l00
James Adamson, Cherokee
Madonna Killeen Ades, Westside
Sherrie Adkinson, West Liberty
Florence Albright, Ossian
Verda Alleman, Slater
Bill and La Donna Allen, Ames
Keith Allen, Wheaton, Ill.
Kevin Allen, Pleasantville
Perry Allen, Novato, Ca.
Stan Allen, Emerson
Alpha Delta Pi Alums, Ames
James Ambroson, Leland
Mary Ames, Edina, Mn.
Gerald and Mary Anderson, Mason City
Kristi Anderson-Richardson, Lehigh
Jim and Midge Andreasen, Algona
Bruce Anderson, Elkhart
Calvin R. Anderson, Decorah
Ober Anderson, Ankeny
In memory of Oren H. and Darlene Kathleen Thorn-
burgh Anderson (Mary Richards)
Mirriam Andes, Brooklyn, Iowa
Regina and Dean Artley, Hampton
Joe and Donna Ascherl, Granville
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Donald G. Baker, St. Paul, Mn.
David and Norma Bappe, Decorah
Clair and Ann Baldner, Dallas Center
John and Margo Baldrige, Washington, Iowa
Karen and Tom Banse, Waukee
Walter and Josephine Barnes, West Des Moines
Mary Louise Barr, New Haven, Ct.
Michael and Rochelle Barrigan, Charles City
Roger and Kellie Barry, Woodbine
Edwin Bartine, Marshalltown
Arthur and Cynthia Barton, Ames
Pamela Battaglioli, Granville
Donna and Larry Beals, Collins
Jeanne Beatty, Mason City
Richard Beekman, Kelly
Regine Beer, Cedar Rapids
Robert and Connie Beer, DeWitt
Barbara and Duane Beichley, Gladbrook
Winston and Sheryl Belfrage, Sergeant Bluff
Dale and Joyce Bennett, Spencer
Gary Bennett, Latimer
Tom and Gerie Benson, Eden Prairie, Mn.
Julie Berglund, Boone
Carol Berkland, Warrensburg, Mo.
Ethelyn and Larry Berns, Monona
Clarence and Eric Best, Chilhowee, Mo.
Beta Sigma Phi (Catherine Harding), Albion
Mark Bierstedt, Algona
Gordon Bivens, Nevada
Carolyn and Darrell Black, Dakota City
In memory of Mildred Burow Bliss (Arlene Burow 
Petersen)
Lewis Blow, West Burlington
Duane and Sharon Boeve, Sibley
William and Connie Bohenkamp, Missouri Valley
Diane Boltz, Sumner
James and Leanne Bonnecroy, Orange City
Pauline Book, Ames
Norma and John Boorn, Muscatine
Bob Boswell, Nevada
Robert and Shirley Bowman, Marshalltown
Richard Boyce, San Francisco
Keith Boyer, West Burlington
Donald and Bonnie Boylan, Long Lake, Mn.
Bob and Marilyn Boyle, Dexter
George and Margie Braaksma, Sibley
Andrew and Diane Bracken, Des Moines
John and Karen Brandt, Cedar Rapids
Dr. Michael Brenenman, Maquoketa
Robert and Debra Bierle, Mason City
Mary Jane Brittain, Des Moines
Evert Broesder, Algona
Charles and Robette Brooks, Aurora, Co.
Gene and Dolores Brownell, Oelwein
Patricia Bruce, Ankeny
Herbert Bruhn, Manning
John Bruner, Ft. Dodge
Dan and Nancy Brutsche, Coon Rapids
Nancine Bruxvooet, New Sharon
John Bryner and Barbara Clark, Roland
Alissa McKinney Buchanan, Colo
Goldie Buckner, Albuquerque, N.M.
Merle Buell, Murdock, Neb.
Jeff and Janet Buman, Harlan
Martha Burgin, Norwalk
Delores Burkland/Greta Bata, Moravia
In memory of Elsie Burnell (Larry and Mary 
Richards)
James and Raynelle Burr, Guttenberg
Robert and Darlene Busch, Brooklyn Park, Mn.
Ray and Sally Buser, Fairfax, Iowa
Donald Butler, Grundy Center
P.A. and Enid Cancilla, Solon
Duane and Betty Carlson, Ankeny
Marie Carlson, Ames
Patricia Carlson, Ames
Rodney and Kay Carlson, Paullina
Roy L. Carlson, Lincoln, Ne. (Gift to R.L. Carlson)
Carolyn Carpenter, Wayzata, Mn.
Danny and Joy Carroll, Grinnell
Sidney Carroll, Walcott
Phyllis Carter, Washington

Garland K. Carver, Urbandale
Tom Chadderdon and Tracy Cunning, Marion
Bill and Joane Christiansen, Newell
Larry Christenson, Kalona
Peggy Christopherson, Minneapolis, Mn.
Randall and Debra Church, Earlham
Susan and Mike Cigelman, Clive
Tony Clark, Johnston
Michael and Kathy Clasen,  Bellevue
Clinton County Historic Preservation Commission
Richard and JoAnn Cole, Decorah
Lete T. Connelly, LeMars
Cary and Victoria Conover, Holstein
Eugene Conrad, Earlham
Dorothy Conrin, Rockwell
Marie Cook, Cedar Falls
Ronald Cook and Amy Merfeld, Marshalltown
Gayle Copenhaver, Independence
Fox Corcoran, Des Moines
Dick Cordes,  Odebolt
Steven Cover, Des Moines
James Crandell, Newton
Susan Crotty, Iowa Falls
Jana and Gary Crozier, Harvey
Malcolm Hart Crump, Ames
Donald Cummings, Arlington, Tx. 
Cupola Inn Bed and Breakfast, Mason City
Katherine Curry, Ames
Bob and Gwen Dahlberg, Des Moines
Dallas County Conservation, Perry
Audrey Dankbar, Ames
Michael and Nancy, Carroll
Steven J. Melander-Dayton, Santa Fe, N.M.
Rod and Kathy Dean, Santa Rosa, Ca.
Shirley and Richard Dean, Mason City
Thomas Dean and Susan M. Prepejchal, Iowa City
Larry and Trudy Decker, Sherrill
Marianna and David Delafield, Cedar Falls
Michael and Julie Delaney, Lamotte
Keith and Miriam Dickson, Ames
Cortney Dierks, Cedar Falls
Lyle and Debbie Ditmars, Council Bluffs
Michael and Brenda Doeing, Hubbard
James and Jacqueline Dolan, Ballwin, Mo.
Allan and Naomi Dolecheck, Kellerton
Mervin and Christine Donelson, Ames
Tom and Patricia Donney, Humboldt
Loren Dostal, Toledo, Iowa
Thomas and Wendylee Raun Dovenmuehle, St. 
Louis Park, Mn.
John Dresser, Marshalltown
Phyllis Dreyer, Fenton
Bill Duncan, Ionia
Kenneth Dunker, Ames
Art Dunlavy, Council Bluffs
Brian Duster, Ames
Loren and Doris Dykeman, Ankeny
John Dykstra, Wapello
John C. Dresser, Marshalltown
Eunice and Joe Easton, Ames
Marlene and Bruce Ehresman, Ames
Norm Engstrom, Paw Paw, Ill.
Richard and Bonnie Ekse, Ankeny
Dorothy Ekstam, Laurens
Joann Eland, Iowa City
Bethel Enabnit, Rockwell
Enterprise Home Improvement Group, Enterprise, 
Ore.
Edmund and Mary Lou Erikson, Gilman
Lou Erpelding, Adel
Max Ewoldt, Paullina
Arlene and Loren Faeth, Ames
Lynn and Heather Faeth, Ft. Madison
Trent and Marsha Farnham, Gowrie
Randy Farnum, Woodward
Kim and Nancy Faris, Union
Jeanette Fauste, Rudd
Dr. James S. and Kay D.Ferris, Sterling, Ill.
Debra and Chad Fiderlein, North Liberty
Rita and Dale Figgins, State Center
W. Shane and Cheryl Jones Files, Eustis, Fla.
Tony and Kris Wenninghoff-Finch, Boone

Mary Fincham, Nevada
Glenna Finney, Earlham
Mary Carol and Jack Fish, Marshalltown
Dale and Marcia Shaver-Floyd, St. Anthony
In memory of Clyde C. and Mary Flynn Thornburgh 
(Mary Richards)
Laura Forsblom, Cedar Rapids
Sharon Fortunak, Cottage Grove, Mn.
Jeannette Fouste, Rudd
Lowell Frame, Plano, Iowa
Shirley and Jim Freshwaters, Waterloo
Gene Fritch, Mt. Vernon
Craig and Deb Gade, Whittemore
James and Stephanie Gale, Chassell, Mn.
Robert E. Galloway, Keosauqua
Rex and Nancy Games, Bloomfield
Buford and Bernice Garner, Ankeny
Elizabeth Garst, Coon Rapids
Thurman and Gerry Gaskill, Corwith
Carlyle and Dorothy Gauger, Ames
Virginia Gee, Urbandale
Dick Geise, Conrad
Donna Geise, Grand Mound
Ray and Marian Gerdes, Marshalltown
Rita and Richard Gerking, Blair, Neb.
Carolyn and Brian Geschke, New Hampton
Michael Gibney, Palo
Christine Goarcke, Dike
Harold and Hazel Godbersen, Odebolt
Kathy Gourley, Johnston
Frances Graham, West Union
Greg and Shelly Graham, Northboro
Sherry Gribble, Ft. Atkinson
Paul Griffith, Lamoni
Jim Grimmius, Marshalltown
Linda and Brad Groesbeck, Garner
Gerald and Brenda Groon, Akron, Iowa
Melvin Gross, Muscatine
David and Toni Grote, Carroll
Rex and Susan Grove, Davenport
John and Lorna Grow, Dallas Center
Sherry Gribble, Ft. Atkinson
Grinnell State Bank, Grinnell
Jean Hall, Waterloo
Janice Halsne, Decorah
Esther and Murl Halverson, Nevada
Nancy Hamar, Allerton
Eugene Hamilton, Morning Sun
Eleanor Handorf, Marshalltown
Delores Hanke, Atlantic
Robert Hankemeier, Maquoketa
Carol and Ed Hansen, Indianola
Nola Hanson, Mingo
Sharon and David Hardy, Drakesville
Michael Harker, Cedar Rapids
Jay Harmon, Ames
Teresa and Jim Harp, Polk City
Dean and JoAnn Harvey, Indianola
Elizabeth B. Hawkins, Houston, Tx.
Marilyn Hawthorne, Ames
Joan McCall Haub, Boone
Cynthia Havens, Bettendorf
David and Darlene Hayes, Maquoketa
Richard and Elaine Heffernen, Manchester
Janice Heikes and Lee Zook, Mabel, Mn.
Ted and Judy Heilig, Avoca
Kirsten and David Heine, Decorah
Doug and Terry Heinichen, Marengo
Janet Heintz, Ames
Dr. Ken Heinze, LeClaire
Martin Helgerson, Ottumwa
Ruth Mandsager Hembre, Plymouth, Mn.
Don Hemphill, Newton
Jerry and Pam Hemping, Mitchellville
Vivian Herbster, Milford
Joyce and Tom Hertz, Ames
Darlene and Dewey Hess, Harlan
Lance and Sharon Heuer, Bettendorf
Robin Hinders, Hampton
Cathryn and Craig Hinderaker, Guthrie Center
Barbara Heikens, Burlington
Ellen L. Henn, Manson
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Dale and Marilyn Hicks, Marshalltown
Mr. And Mrs. Kieth Hildreth, Wallingford
Daniel Hisel
Jane and Jack Hogue, Odeboldt
A.K. Hohenboken, Moline, Ill.
Jim Hohenboken, Cole Valley, Ill.
Wayne Holstine, Cedar Rapids
Don and Helen Hodges, League City, Tx.
Hodges
Dean and Ramona Holmes, Stronghurst, Ill.
Roy and Mabel Homann, Ringsted
Honey Creek Friends Church, New Providence
John and Mary Honkomp, Ashton
Stephen Hoth, Jefferson
Barbara J. Houck, Corning
James and Eileen House, Cedar Rapids
George and Margaret House, Sigourney
Mr. and Mrs. Racy Howe, Hancock
Mrs. J. Wilbur Howell, Charles City
Julianna and Andry Hrasky, North Liberty
Dwight Hughes, Cedar Rapids
Ellen Hunter, Des Moines
In memory of Enid and Lawrence Hurst, Greene 
County (Mary Anderson Richards)
Leroy Intveld, Huff
Iowa Historic Preservation Alliance (Dr. Michael 
Kamme), Mount Pleasant
John Irvin, Lexington, Ky.
Leon and Ruth Jacob, Elgin
Lois James, Iowa City
John and Golda Jaspers, Eldora
Anna Jass, Marshalltown
Bruce and Janice Jefferson, Dunkerton
Bill and Traci Jennings, Ames
In memory of Adela Jensen from Arlene Petersen
Cara and Ryan Jensen, St. Louisa, Mo.
Ross and Evelyn Jensen, Holstein
Kenneth and Kathy Jessen, Council Bluffs
Barbara Johanningmeier, Elkader
Arlo Johnson, Forest City
Betty Johnson, Minnetonka, Mn.
Gary Johnson, Rockwell City
Kathleen Johnson, Rolfe
Norma and Dennis Johnson, Slater
Phil and Kate Johnson, Rolfe
Robert Johnson, Charlotte, Iowa
Roy and Ruby Johnson, Coal Valley, Ill.
Steven Johnson, Huxley
Brad and Judy Jones, Floyd
Donald H. Jordahl, Des Moines
Hilda Jorgensen, Guthrie Center
Terry Kaduce, Iowa City
Mary V. Kahrs, Elkader
Norbert and Martha Kash, Colo
Terry and Rebecca Kautz, Muscatine
Marilynn Keller, Cedar Rapids
Brail Kelly, Burlington
Kurtis and Arliss Kelsey Patricia Kennedy, West 
Point, Iowa
Rose Kempe, Boone
R.D. and Donna J. King, Crown King, Az.
Karlene and Dennis Kingery, Omaha
Jacqueline Kinney, Des Moines
Clair and Janet Kjome, Marco Island, Fla.
Rosemary and Hugh Klebahn, San Francisco, Ca.
Keith and Janet Knorr, Ocala, Fla.
Karen Korsgaard, Kimballton
Kam Koster, Toledo, Iowa
Midge Koster, Toledo, Iowa
Grace Kolb, Sioux Falls, S.D.
Steve, Penny, and Ashley Kohagen, Waverly
Jerry and Joann Kramer, Waterloo
Joe Kresse, Minneapolis
Garry and Myrna Kreykes, LeMars
Dean and Irene Krueger, Baxter
Kathy Kruse, Marble Rock
Alice L. and Keith E. Kubly, Western Springs, Ill.
Gary Kupferschmid, Mediapolis
Mary and Robert Kunau, San Antonio, Tx. 
Vanessa Lacos, Houston, Tx.
Bill LaGrange, Ames
Erma Langlas, Marengo

John and Nancy Lass, Minnetrista, Mn.
Luann Lawrence, Springdale, Ar.
Mary and Tony Lea, Decorah
Carol Leech, Des Moines
Gerald and Virginia Leidahl, Ridgeway
Thomas and Donna Leiting, Eldridge
Robert Leu, Keokuk
Barbara Liesman, Des Moines
Richard Lind, Ames
Roger Link, Maxwell
John Lipsky and Zsuzsanna Karasz, Brooklyn, N.Y.
Ava Litchfield, San Francisco, Ca.
Jennifer and Jonathan Litchman, Annapolis, Md.
John Liittschwager, Iowa City
Joni and Tanya Lorence, Houston, Tx.
Ray and Marilyn Lounsberry, Nevada
Dr. Aaron Louscher, Algona
Lois Loveless, Urbandale
Richard and Lucinda Ann Lowery, Nora Springs
Dennis and Judy Lumbard, Des Moines
Mick and Sherry Maassen, Mason City
William F. Mack and Ann L. Robison, Adel
James and Pauline Mairs, Marshalltown
Katy and Kenneth Major, South Sioux City, Neb.
Malabar Farm, St. Charles
Patrick and Susan Malloy, Marshalltown
Jeffrey P. Malone, Parkville, Mo.
Frances and Judith Maly, Ames
Manning Heritage Foundation, Manning
Thomas and Judith Manship, Iowa Falls
Bradley Marek, Iowa City
Doug and Janice Martins, Fairbank
Bill and Christy Mather, Laurens
Drew and Sheila Mathias, Durant
Edward L. Matt, Des Moines
Stephanie Mattly, Centerville
J. and Darcy Maulsby, Grimes
Tony and Shirley Maurer, New Tripoli, Pa.
Eldon McAfee, Des Moines
Robert and Rosemary McAleer, Cedar Rapids
Mary McArdle, Omaha, Ne.
James and Jane McCarthy, Dallas, Tx.
Terry McConnell, Nevada
Marcus and Sarah Aleene McCutchan, Sedona, Az.
Margaret McDowell, Marshalltown
Linda McFarland, Fredericksburg
Dorothy McGinnis, Iowa City
Gary and Patricia McKay, Grinnell
Jon McKenna, Storm Lake
John McNees, New Market
Fid and Neta McPherron, Clarinda
David and Darlene McQuoid, Keosauqua
Wayne Meier, Hubbard
Donna Meierotto, West Point
In memory of Harold Meinders (Arlene Petersen, 
Ames)
Mr. and Mrs. Carroll Meimann, McCallsburg
Don Menken, Toledo, Iowa
Eleanor and Lee Mentink, Galva
Keith and Suzanne Merrill, West Des Moines
Jennifer Merryman, Iowa City
Sara Merz, St. Paul, Mn.
Jack and Chris Michaels, Muscatine
James Michels, Stanley
Michigan Barn Preservation Network, Lansing, 
Mich.
MidAmerican Energy, Davenport
Roger and Ruth Ann Mickelson, Storm Lake
Richard and Lou Ann Mikes, West Des Moines
David and Brenda Miller, Nora Springs
Jack and Sandra Miller, Hubbard
Robert Miller, Des Moines
Ruth Miller, Marshalltown
Judy and Dale Mills, Nora Springs
Mills,
Pauline Mills, Waterloo
Donald J. Misel, Amana
Josephine Mitchell, Red Oak
Roger and Joyce Mitchell, Columbia, Mo.
Beverly Moeller, Carlisle
Ferrel A. Moots, Kirksville, Mo.
Dean Mossbarger, Cedar Rapids

Lawrence Mossman, Blairstown
Lucille Mugge, Cedar Falls
Duane Mummert, Cherokee
Joseph Murray, Jefferson
Larry Nagreski, Bloomington, Ill.
Jerry and Jo Nash, St. Ansgar
R. Jay Nash, Camanche
Shirley and Max Nason, Melbourne
Judy and Richard Nelson, Cedar Falls
Lori Nelson, Tipton
Marilyn Nelson, Yorkville, Ill.
Nelson Motor Parts, Harlan
Erry Nessa, Woolstock
Terri Neumann, Davenport
Gerald Newman, Rising Sun, Md.
Bob Neymeyer, Parkersburg
Michael Noble, Seymour
William and Cynthia Northey, Spirit Lake
Vernon Oakland, Clermont
Scott Obernolte, Sheldahl
Dave and Betty Odendahl, Pine City, Mn.
Dan Odland, Clarion
Leonard and Barbara Ohrt, Marshalltown
Charles and Barbara Oldham, Eddyville
James and Frankee Oleson, Ames
Charles and Jane Olsen, Leawood, Ks.
Loren A. Olson M.D., St. Charles
Keith D. Oltrogge, Denver, Iowa
Daric O’Neal, Henderson
John and Jill O’Neal, Red Oak
Ron and Sue Orme, Shenandoah
Tom and Maggie O’Rourke, Earlham
Roland and Marabeth Ostwald, Algona
Brian Oswald, Osceola
Outdoor Designs, Charles City
Judy Overbeck, Boone
Marty and Kathy Overmann, Ackworth
Marysu Paine, Dana Point, Ca.
Tony Parenza, Granger
Marilyn Park Foundation, Ames
Sheila and Fred Parsons, Keosauqua
Tim and Nancy Parsons, Packwood
Mary Patience, Winterset
J.H. Pearson, Anamosa
Don Pedersen, Harcourt
George L. and Alfreda Pederson, Cedar Rapids
Harvey and Marjorie Pederson, Thompson
Fred Peeters, Davenport
Dave and Mary Pepper, Boone
Gary and Darla Peters, Wesley
Mr. And Mrs. Jon Peterson, Waukee
Jane Petroff, Santa Cruz, Ca.
Tom and Beth Phelps, Orange County, Ca.
James and Sue Phipps, Pilot Mound
David and Ruth Pickar, Sumner
Victor and Peggy Pickney, Decorah
Tom and Margene Pierce, Grinnell
Mary Ann Pim, Lucas
Laura L. Plambeck, Des Moines
Mary Prange, Russell
Lisa and Jack Putness, Downers Grove, Ill.
Herb Plambeck, Des Moines
Anita Plucker, Terril
Clay Plumer, Glenwood
Dean and Mary Potter, Emmetsburg
David Powers, Arlington, Va.
Dale and Sheryl Quiring, Lohrville
Lowell Quirk, Eden Prairie, Mn.
Linda E. Raeford, Des Moines
Matthew Ramthun, Norwalk
Mark, Charlene, Andrew, Kendra, and Jared Ramt-
hun, Indianola
Bill and Lois Randolph, Belle Plaine
Merle and Jackie Rasmussen, Huxley
Ray Raymond, Winterset
Steven Rassler, Chariton
Jeanette and Leo Rechtenbach, Walnut
Gary and Lin Redding, Maquoketa
Leroy and Nancy Redfern, Cedar Falls
Jordan Redman, Osceola
Mabel Reece, New Providence
Mr. and Mrs. Duane Reed, Zearing
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Steven and Lynne Reeves, Creston
Paul Renard, St. Paul, Minnesota
Daniel Reneker, Douds
Duane and Mary Lou Rexroth, Shenandoah
A.E Reyhons, Lisbon, Iowa
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Reynolds, Dexter
Jeanne M. Rhodes, Califon, N.J.
Dr. Robert and Mary Richards, Tinley Park, Ill.
Phillip and Kristi-Anderson Richardson, Lehigh
John and Connie Frame Riemer, Hinsdale, Ill.
John, Stephen, Bonnie Riepe, Afton
Kay Rierson, Nevada, Iowa
Roger and Susie Riley, Ames
Jim Riordan, West Des Moines
Herb and Deborah Ritter, Bettendorf
Lorene Robie, Clarion
Dr. J.J. Roberts, Estherville
N.D. and Marilyn Rockafellow, St. Ansgar
James and Sherry Rodemeyer, Waterloo
Sye and Ruth Roghair, Alton
In memory of Marty Rogge, Lewis and Arlene 
Petersen
Rosewood Family Practice Clinic, Kirksville, Mo.
Irene Rossmanith, Churdan
Rotary Club of Cedar Rapids
Dixie and Kenneth Roth, Milford
James Roth, Bellevue, Ne.
Lucille Rothert, Bettendorf
Janice Rowedder, Lake View
Steven Roy, West Des Moines
Joel and Wende Rude, Colo
Robert Ruddick, Laguna Hills, Ca.
Robert and Gery Ruddick, Houston, Tx.
Larry and Barbara Runneals, Marshalltown
Gary and Maureen Ruser, Stockton
Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Rutter, Spencer,  in memorial 
to Jason Rutter
Sheila Ryan, Underwood
Vernon and Colleen Ryan, Ames
Ross Sackett, Eureka Springs, Ark.
Mel Sampson, Eagle Grove
John Samuelson, Gowrie
John Sams, Ames
Marian Sanders, Alden
Mr. and Mrs. John Sanders, Dallas, Tx.
Barbara Flanagan Sanford, Minneapolis, Mn.
Tim and Susan Schafer, Adair
Earl and Irene Schelm, Mapleton
Rachel Schemmel, East Lansing, Mich.
Bill and Jane Scherle, Henderson
Elma Schiel, Ames
Evelyn Schmidt, Cambridge
R.H. Schmidt, Floyd
Joe and Esther Schmitz, Carroll
Lawrence and Florence Schmitz, Carroll
Holly Schoonover, Minneapolis
Dennis and Marlyce Schrodt, Prole
Joyce Schulte, Creston
Robin Hinders and James Schumacher, Hampton
Dean and Geraldine Schwarz, Mason City
Dwight and Melinda Seegmiller, Iowa City
Floyd and Verlene Senne, Allison
Randy and Jean Sevcik, Grundy Center
Samuel E. Senti, Story City
Helen Settle, Marshalltown
Wayne Shafer, Winterset
Jim Shaffer, Surprise, Az.
Robert and Diann Shaner, Iowa Falls
Mabel Shay, Weldon
William and Faith Sherman, Des Moines
David and Phyllis Sibbernsen, Bennington, Neb.
Gary and Diane Siegle, Mt. Vernon
Jim Sillars, Des Moines
Silos and Smokestacks National Heritage Area, 
Waterloo
Dustin and Herlinde Silver, Stockport
Dale Simon, Iowa City
Laura Simonson, Emerald, Wis.
Paulette Singley, Ames
Frances Sippy, Oxford
Kent and Beth Sisson, Gilbert
Roger Skelton, Rembrandt
Bob Skophammer, Ft. Dodge

Delores and Art Slagle, Dumont
Marcus and Suzanne Sletten, Cedar Falls
John and Bennie Smalldridge, Lynnville
Lee and Helen Smalley, Menomonie, Wis.
Ty Smedes, Urbandale
Jacquelyn and Ronald Smith, Ames
Edward and Gail Smith, Humboldt
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Smith, Johnston
Lee and Deanette Snyder, Minburn
Martin and Carol Snyder, Breda
Michael and Patty Snyder, Oskaloosa
Roger and Audrey Solberg, Boyden
Wallace and Dorothy Sorensen, Lawton
Robert and Martha Sorenson, Lake City
JoAnn Spear, Conrad
Lynette Spicer, Ames
Square Deal Ag Supply, Killduff
Mary Stabe, Fredericksburg
Glen and Judy Staff, Waverly
Jerry Strabala, Washington
Barbara Stammer, Storm Lake
State Bank of Bussey/ Kim N. Hansen, president
Jeffory Stark and Duane Olson, Newell
Helen Starek, Denisonc
In memory of Helen Starek (Charlene Iversen)
Carl Steinberg, Manson
Monte and Deb Steinfeldt, Buffalo Center
John and Priscilla Still, Scranton
Raymond Stockdale, Iowa Falls
Mary Stoddard, LeClaire
Maureen Stohlmeyer, Ames
Edwin and Nancy Stone, Marshalltown
Jimmie and Thelma Stone, Nevada
Robert Stone, Nevada
Stephen and Diana Stout, Washington
Margaret Strong, Elgin
Ginalie Swaim, Iowa City
Scott and Pam Swanson, Massena
Diane Stoffel, Underwood
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Struthers, Collins
In memory of Lowell  Swanger  ( from Arlene 
Petersen)
Pam and Scott Swanson, Atlantic
Sandra and Leroy Tank, New Hampton
Elvin and Shirley Tannatt, Fontanelle
Frank Taube, Des Moines
Carole Teator, Garber
Jeff and Anne E. Tegeler, Cedar Rapids
Pete Tekippe, Story City
In memory of Mary Afton Templeton (Larry and 
Mary Richards)
Matthew and Susan Teronde, Madrid
Verna Eloise Tett, Zearing
Pearle Thomsen, Armstrong
In memory of Clyde C. and Mary Flynn Thornburgh 
(Larry and Mary Richards)
Mac Thornes, Gilman
Steve and Debora Tjaden, Wyoming
Dale and Wendy  Tjelmeland, Nevada
Norma Tjelmeland, Ames
Robert and Caroline Touchberry, Ely, Iowa
Kenneth Tow, Waukee
Dale and Barbara Reed Trombley, Soldotna, Ar.
Tschetter’s Red Barn (Quinton and Carolyn Tschet-
ter), Oskaloosa
Dorothy Tuttle, Des Moines
Allen and Jo Nann Twedt, Roland
Twin Lakes Christian Center (Joel Rude), Manson
Edward and Louella Ulch, Solon
Ronnie and Betty Ulin, Marshalltown
Anne and Michael Ulm, Urbandale
Chuck Vander Hart, Davenport
Willard and Marilyn Vanderlinden, Centerville
Muriel  Van Der Maaten, Ames
Laura and Peter Vander Meer, Jr., Le Mars
Iola Vander Wilt, Leighton
Wilbur and Marjorie Van Dusseldorp, Pella
Lorraine Van Fleet, Cedar Rapids
Margaret Van Ginkel, Mingo
Diana Van Langingham, New Hampton
Anton Vanicek, Muscatine
Forrest and Jane Van Oss, Pella
Merle and Joann Vanroekel, Rock Rapids

Patricia Vansickle, Nevada
John and Kathryn Van Zee, Prairie City
June Vaughn, Rolfe
John and Be Vermazen, Manchester
Jeanette Vermeer, Pella
Muriel Vetter, Manson
William and Mary Kay Vogel, Ames
Fred and Linda Vogtlin, Ames
Bill Voorhees, West Des Moines
Howard P. Vorwaldt, Ft. Madison
Rob and Teri Vos, Pella
Stephanie Vos, Pella
Jeffrey and Janette Voss, Ryan
Ivan Wagner, Thornton
Jim Walker, Redondo Beach, Ca.
Robert Walker, Marengo
Olive M. (Bright) Wallace, Iowa City
Mrs. Pat Wallin, Sugar Land, Tx.
Marvin and Janice Walter, Ames
Paul Walther, Audubon
Charles and Eleanor Ward, Marshalltown
William and Gwen Ward, Nevada
Barbara and Roy Warman, Ames
Daryl Watson, Director, Galena Historical Society, 
Galena, Ill. (Stockton, Ill.)
Dr. Russell Watt, Marshalltown
Jane Eagleton Weakley, Chesterfield, Mo.
Anne Webber, West Des Moines
Jack Weide, Glenwood
Eugene and Sandra Weitzel, Early
Jerald and Judy Wells, Montrose
Marlin and Gladys Wegener, Fenton
Brian Wenger, Atoka, Tn.
Phyllis Wessling, Garner
Tim and Kathy West, Prescott, Iowa
Madeline Vriezelaar West, Pella
West St. Charles Feeders 4-H, Charles City
Gale Whitacre, Washington
Harry and Bonnie White, Omaha, Ne.
Woodson Whiting, Wrightwood, Ca.
Esther Wicks, Story City
Bruce Willemsen, Pella
Sally and John Willett, Tama
Audry and John T. Williams, Lake City
David L. Williams, Villisca
Mia Williams, Carlsbad, Ca.
John Williamson, Earlham
Priscilla Willson, Toledo
Thomas Wilson, Cocoa, Fla.
Robert and Kathryn Williams, Clarinda
Janice Winery, Urbandale
Daryl Winter, Lake City
Dan and Melody Witt, Delmar
Brad and Connie Wisnousky, Fairfax
Gordon and Bonnie Wold, Grinnell
Kathleen Wolf, Elkader
Ruby and Ronald Woodbury, Ft. Dodge
Barbara Woodley, Waterloo
Richard and Janet Woods, Toddville
Woman’s Club, Melbourne
Cliff Wroolie, Minneapolis, Mn.
Dorothy and Howard Wurster, Clermont
Robert and Lilian Wyckoff, Niles, Mich.
Judith and Ronald Yaggy, Rochester, Mn.
Ybarra Stables-Caballo Blanco White Horses, Blue 
Grass
Charles  and Delores York, Marshalltown
Beth Rosenfeld Young, Denver, Co.
Jacqueline Young, San Francisco, Ca.
John and Jessie Young, Clinton
Philip Young, Fairfield
Shirley Youngclas, Webster City
Tom and Jo Ann Zimmerman, Des Moines
Linda  Zintz, Centerville
Terry Zuber, Norway, Iowa
Amy Zurborg, Chicago

Special thanks:
Dan Engler, president, Community Bank, Nevada
Michael Lanning, Ames
Roy Reiman, CEO Reiman Publications
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Board of Directors
IOWA BARN FOUNDATION

Paul Crockett
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
(Britt)

Mary Mills Dunea
Chicago, Illinois (Des 
Moines)

Don Geiger
West Des Moines, Iowa

Neil Harl
Ames, Iowa

Robert Harvey
Ames, Iowa

W.A.  Krause
West Des Moines, Iowa

Eugene Lang
Grinnell, Iowa

Tom Lawler
Parkersburg, Iowa

Joe Lyon
Toledo, Iowa

Ambassador Charles Manatt
Washington, D.C. (Audubon)

Joyce Lund Mears
LeClaire, Iowa

Maggie O’Rourke
Earlham, Iowa

Craig Pfantz
State Center, Iowa

Paul Ramsey
Newport Beach, California 
(Des Moines)

Robert (Bill) Sackett
Milford, Iowa

Jacqueline Andre Schmeal
Houston, Texas (Ames)

Dennis Schrodt
Prole, Iowa

Darrell Sunderman
Carroll, Iowa

Kelly Tobin
New Market, Iowa

Roman Welter
Monticello, Iowa

Joe Whitty
Bettendorf, Iowa

Carl Zurborg
Davenport, Iowa

We welcome your support in making Iowa an outdoor museum.
—$l0,000 —$5000 —$2500 —$l000 —$500 —$l00 —$25 Other—

So that all of our funds can go into barn rehabilitation, we do not send out reminders.  The semi-annual magazine is the reminder.
We appreciate your donations which go into barn restoration and the publishing of the magazine. We are an all-volunteer organiza-
tion.   And, would you long-time supporters think about increasing your donations? A bit more will make a big difference.

You can also help the Iowa Barn Foundation by volunteering. We need grant writers, helpers with all-state barn tours, and fund-raisers. Maybe 
you have skill that would help this effort. 

Name________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone____________________________________________________________________________________________

If you would like more information, please call Jacqueline Schmeal at (505) 988-5917 or e-mail: Jschmeal@earthlink.com
Please make checks payable to Iowa Barn Foundation and send:
c/o Community Bank, Box 436, Nevada Iowa 5020l.

If we have incorrect address information or if you’d like to add friends to our mailing list, please notify Ann Harvey, 2002 Cessna, Ames, 
50014 (515) 292-9104

The Iowa Barn Foundation is an Iowa non-profit corporation with tax-exempt status under paragraph 50l (c) 3 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of l986.

In the Iowa Barn Foundation Magazine, we try to 
tell Iowa’s history through barns.  You can help us.
Send us excerpts from old diaries or journals. Send us
stories about rural life.  Send us stories and photos
about barns. We are trying to preserve not only barns
but also their stories.
Please send to:

Iowa Barn Foundation Magazine
PO 111
New Providence, Iowa 50206

Have You Paid Your Dues?
     All of the work for the Iowa Barn Foundation is being done 
by volunteers—legal, financial, secretarial, editorial. 
     We hope that you have joined the Iowa Barn Foundation—
that you are a part of this effort to preserve Iowa’s barns.  Your 
contribution will go toward barn preservation and the cost of 
publishing the magazine.
     We do NOT send out “reminders” so we hope you send in 
dues annually. Mail them to: 

Iowa Barn Foundation 
Community Bank
PO 436
Nevada, Iowa   5020l. 

     Members/donors will receive two Iowa Barn Foundation 
Magazines per year.  

Send Your Stories and Photographs
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