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The Iowa Barn Foundation, founded 
in 1997, is a volunteer-led non-profit  
dedicated to preserving Iowa’s 
historic barns, symbols of Iowa’s 
agriculture heritage.

Editor:  
Dave Austin

Assistant Editors:
Maggie Lupkes
Volunteer position open

Membership Coordinator:
Andrea Corcoran

Website Editor:
Dave Austin
iowabarnfoundation.org

Graphic Designer:
Deanna Roberts

Facebook Admin:
Dave Austin
facebook.com/IowaBarnFoundation

This issue is dedicated to the memory 
of Jacqueline Schmeal and Don  
Geiger, founding members of the  
Iowa Barn Foundation.

County Representatives
County representatives promote the preservation of barns in their area through Iowa Barn Foundation 
programs and membership.  Key responsibilities include actively responding to inquiries by phone/
email, assisting with barn tour organization/promotion, and providing in-person visits to barns to assist 
with grant/award programs.  We are actively seeking volunteers for several counties who are passionate 
about barns and enjoy helping others.  If interested, please contact our county representatives coordina-
tor, Craig Stephens, at 515-681-1009 or cdstephens@fngi.net. 
Allamakee: Marlene Fenstermann, 563-382-3439, dwf02@fenstermann.de 
Allamakee:  Jim Palmer, 563-419-1736, jim.siebrechtag@gmail.com
Audubon:  Bob & Janet Nelson, 712-304-5809, save.ross.elevator@gmail.com, beccaben7@gmail.com
Benton:  Wayne Frost, 319-427-3531, frostwf@lpctel.net
Black Hawk:  Wayne Frost, 319-427-3531, frostwf@lpctel.net
Boone:  Steve Rimathe, 515-290-5258, srimathe89@gmail.com
Buchanan:  Wayne Frost, 319-427-3531, frostwf@lpctel.net
Buena Vista:  Becky Bryant, 712-213-0598, bbryant@evertek.net
Butler:  Wayne Frost, 319-427-3531, frostwf@lpctel.net
Calhoun:  Larry Ellis , 712-210-0423, redrockarabians@gmail.com
Calhoun:  Deann Haden, 515-571-7196, bradluke@lvcta.com
Carroll:  Kent Brant, 712-830-2241, kbrant42@hotmail.com
Cerro Gordo:  Dale & Judy Mills, 641-420-9227, cupolainn@gmail.com
Cherokee:  Becky Bryant, 712-213-0598, bbryant@evertek.net
Clarke:  Ginnie Hargis & Ron McBroom, 515-834-2026, cabot1@hughes.net
Clay:  Kelli Ireland, 507-320-0542, kellbell45@yahoo.com
Crawford:  Don Poggensee, 712-369-3454, donpoggensee@gmail.com (Seeking Volunteer)
Delaware:  John Heffernen, 563-920-5826, Johnheffernen@gmail.com
Dubuque:  Jack Smith, 563-599-3061, jackwsmith@icloud.com
Emmet:  Terrence Jensen, 515-230-8972, tcjensen52@gmail.com
Floyd:  Barbara Brown, 641-756-3552, brownb@myomnitel.com
Guthrie:  Kent Brant, 712-830-2241, kbrant42@hotmail.com
Hamilton:  Ron Adams, 515-368-1678, ronadams144@gmail.com
Hancock:  Thomas Chizek, 641-430-4456, chizeklandandcattle56@gmail.com
Harrison:  Anna Brantz-Buckingham, 402-651-7018, annambuckingham@gmail.com
Ida:  Don Poggensee, 712-369-3454, donpoggensee@gmail.com
Iowa:  Bonnie Winslow-Garvin, (319) 360-4832, bwinslow@southslope.net
Jackson:  Caroline Bredekamp, h)563-689-4970 c)563-689-3581, caroline.bredekamp@yahoo.com
Jasper:  Tyler Wilhelm, 402-525-1833, wilhelmacres@gmail.com
Johnson:  Wilford Yoder, 319-338-6596, weyoder820@msn.com (Seeking Replacement)
Jones:  David McDonald, 319-389-4437, fogebotom@yahoo.com
Lee:  Brian Foecke, 319-470-0329, bjfoecke@ft.newyorklife.com
Linn:  David McDonald, 319-389-4437, fogebotom@yahoo.com
Madison:  Ginnie Hargis & Ron McBroom, 515-834-2026, cabot1@hughes.net
Mahaska:  Charles Oldham, 641-969-4272, oakknoll@iowatelecom.net
Marion:  Craig & Shiela Stephens, 515-681-1009, cdstephens@fngi.net
Marshall:  Rod & Kristi Hassler, 641-750-4946 (c) 641-753-3276, rhassler@mchsi.com,  

kcasper@mchsi.com
Mills:  Anna Brantz-Buckingham, 402-651-7018, annambuckingham@gmail.com
Monona:  Peggy Hanner, 712-251-0405, peggy.hanner@outlook.com
Montgomery:  Montgomery County Historical Society, 712-623-2289, mchsociet@myfmtc.com
Muscatine:  Kas Kelly, 563-260-0869, kaskelly@machlink.com
O’Brien: Joe Ascherl, 712-212-4247, donnajoeascherl@gmail.com
Osceola:  Carrie Jones, 712-832-3227, carrie@joneslawofficeplc.com
Pocahontas:  Terry Ferguson, 712-845-4978, ctferguson@ncn.net
Polk:  Ober Anderson, 515-964-0964, ojanderson@aol.com
Pottawattamie:  Anna Brantz-Buckingham, 402-651-7018, annambuckingham@gmail.com
Poweshiek:  Bonnie Winslow-Garvin, (319) 360-4832, bwinslow@southslope.net
Sac:  Jack & Jane Hogue, 712-668-4663, jhogue@netins.net
Scott:  Susan Frye, 319-936-1216, susanjanefrye@gmail.com
Shelby:  Dennis & Linda Heflin, 712-579-1943, jewelray@fmctc.com
Sioux:  Ron & Nance Vos, 712-203-8703, nvos72@yahoo.com
Story:  Steve Rimathe, 515-290-5258, srimathe89@gmail.com
Tama:  Rod & Kristi Hassler, 641-750-4946 (c) 641-753-3276, rhassler@mchsi.com kcasper@mchsi.com
Warren:  Craig & Shiela Stephens, 515-681-1009, cdstephens@fngi.net
Washington:  Jerry Strabala, 319-461-0829, strabe@cloudburst9.net (Seeking Replacement)
Webster:  Deann Haden, 515-571-7196, bradluke@lvcta.com
Winneshiek:  Jim Palmer, 563-419-1736, jim.siebrechtag@gmail.com
Winneshiek:  Marlene Fenstermann, 563-382-3439, dwf02@fenstermann.de
Woodbury:  Peggy Hanner, 712-251-0405, peggyhanner@outlook.com

Counties Without a Representative
Adair, Adams, Adams, Appanoose, Cass, Cedar, Chickasaw, Clayton, Clinton, Dallas, Davis, Decatur,  
Des Moines, Dickinson, Fayette, Franklin, Freemont, Greene, Grundy, Hardin, Henry, Howard, Humboldt, 
Jefferson, Keokuk, Kossuth, Louisa, Lucas, Lyon, Mitchell, Monroe, Page, Palo Alto, Plymouth, Ringgold, 
Taylor, Union, Van Buren, Wapello, Wayne, Winnebago, Worth, Wright

We recently updated our county representative list.  If your information is incorrect, or you were 
accidentally dropped off the list, please let us know.

Cover Photo:
Sunrise on the 1877 Frost Barn in 
Waterloo, an Iowa Barn Foundation 
Award of Distinction recipient.  
The barn will serve as the hub for 
the June 22-23 barn tour and host the 
lunch on Saturday (advance reserva-
tions required). Photo by Dave Austin
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Iowa Barn Foundation 
PRESERVATION AWARD 

The Iowa Barn Foundation’s Preservation Award program recognizes 
historic barns which have been preserved by their owners using  
modern exterior materials (i.e. metal siding and metal/vinyl windows). 
Recipients of the award receive a plaque to display on their barn and  
are invited to participate in our annual all-state fall barn tour  
(one weekend in September).

Applications being submitted for a structure must meet the  
following criteria:
• STRUCTURES TO BE CONSIDERED MUST MEET ONE OR 

MORE OF THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA TO BE CONSIDERED.
 • The structure must be no less than 50 years old.
 •  The structure exhibits unique or distinctive methods of  

construction, materials, finishes or examples of craftsmanship.
 •  The structure contributes in a significant way to the appearance  

of the rural landscape and/or the community identity.
 •  The structure is associated with lives of persons or events  

significant to Iowa’s history.
• NOTE: Barn interior must maintain a significant portion of the  

architectural detail of the original construction with allowance for 
some modern updates for personal, non-commercial usage).

• Applications require either the applicant and/or barn owner to be an 
active member donor of the Iowa Barn Foundation. Apply online at 
iowabarnfoundation.org/award-and-grants. A printable application 
form can be downloaded from the website.

• Questions can be sent to iowabarnfoundation@gmail.com or  
contact Dave Austin at 515-201-4517.

ALL-NEW PROGRAM  
to recognize barns preserved with  
modern materials while maintaining 
historical architectural detail.  
Qualified barns can join our fall tour.  

Apply today!
The Iowa Barn Foundation’s Preservation Award 
program recognizes historic barns which have been 
preserved by their owners using modern exterior 
materials (i.e. metal siding and metal/vinyl windows).  
Recipients of the award receive a plaque to display 
on their barn and are invited to participate in our 
annual all-state fall barn tour (one weekend in 
September).
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Honoring Founding Members Who  
Passed in 2023
The IBF would not be what it is today without 
a small group of volunteers who got together in 
Ames in 1997 and decided something should be 
done to save Iowa’s historic barns…and created 
IBF. If you missed the story on the early years of 
IBF in our Spring 2023 magazine, you can view 
it online at iowabarnfoundation.org/ibf-magazine. 

Sadly, we lost two of those founding members 
in 2023. I have dedicated this issue to Jacqueline 
Schmeal and Don Geiger, who both committed  
25+ years to ensuring the success of IBF pro-
grams. Their legacy will live on as the next gen-
eration of volunteers step forward to ensure our 
rural heritage is preserved through our three  
key programs – restoration grants, barn tours,  
and the IBF magazine.

Preparing the Foundation for the Future
The past two years have been a whirlwind for  
me personally as my volunteer work with the 
Iowa Barn Foundation escalated quickly. I first 
reached out to IBF in 2020 to volunteer my barn 
photography services. IBF President Jack Smith 
and I bonded as we served time together at the 
Anamosa State Prison Farm. Thankfully, we were 
just visiting to capture photos of the stone prison 
farm barns in preparation for the spring tour  
held there in 2021. 

Jack gets the credit (or blame) for getting me 
fully engaged as an IBF volunteer. Jacqueline 
Schmeal then recruited me to assist with the mag-
azine in 2022, which led to taking over the reins 
as the magazine editor in 2023. I joined the IBF 
Board of Directors in October 2022 and launched 
a redesign of our website later that year.

Dave Austin, Editor

Iowa Barn Foundation
A Volunteer-led Non-profit

I often get asked where the Iowa Barn Foundation (IBF) headquarters is located.  My factual 
answer is that we don’t have any paid staff, and we don’t own any property.  My more thoughtful 
response is that our headquarters is all of rural Iowa, and our office is anywhere there is a barn – 
that is where you will find IBF volunteers.   

A night view of the early 1900s barn under 
the Milky Way on the Austin Family Farm 
in SW Wisconsin.
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As a new volunteer, I was very 
fortunate to have experienced board 
members to provide guidance and 
mentorship as I looked to digitize and 
automate key operations. Jacqueline 
helped me get up to speed on the maga-
zine operations, and Jeff Fitz-Randolph 
helped me migrate legacy content to  
our new website. Treasurer Steve 
Lawler and Membership Coordinator 
Andrea Corcoran were crucial to the 
launch of online membership dona-
tions and grant applications. 

I want to give a special thank you  
to Roxanne Mehlisch for her help 
streamlining the spring and fall barn 
tour planning process. Roxanne has 
selflessly served on the board for 25 
years before stepping down early this 
year. We will forever be grateful for  
her contributions, and I personally  
hope she will still take my calls as I 
will certainly have more questions.

The foundation has been very suc-
cessful for the first 27 years, and we 
hope that the updates we have made 
over the past two years position us for 
ongoing success. Please be sure to re-
view the list of board members on page 
39 and thank them at every opportunity 
for their service to the foundation.

Why I Volunteer 
I grew up on a dairy farm in SW  
Wisconsin, and agriculture has been a 
core component of my life ever since. 
In my adult years, I gained a full appre-
ciation for how blessed I was to grow  
up on a farm. The work ethic that was  
instilled in me by my parents at a young  
age continues to pay dividends in my 
professional career. While the dairy 
cows are long gone, I enjoy getting 
back to visit my parents on the home 
farm every chance I can. As the saying 
goes – Home is where the barn is. 

I moved to Iowa in 1997 to pursue 
my PhD in Plant Breeding and Genet-
ics at Iowa State University, and I have 
been employed at Corteva Agrisciences 
(Pioneer) in Johnston for the past 27 
years. It is through my work that I 
gained an appreciation for Iowa’s agri-
culture history, serving as the Corteva 
representative on the Board of Direc-
tors for Living History Farms in  
Urbandale from 2013-2021. 

Opportunity seems to know exactly 
when to knock, as I joined up with IBF 
shortly before completing my board 
term with Living History Farms. While 
I have always enjoyed taking barn and 
farmscape photos (a trait inherited  

from my mother), I now have the  
opportunity to tell the stories behind 
the barns in the IBF magazine. 

I launched a new “why we saved  
our barn” series, where we share the 
history of barns and the families that 
built them. My favorite part is seeing 
the eyes light up as family members 
share their memories in the barn. That 
joy is my motivation to volunteer. 

Help Wanted
Like many other non-profit organiza-
tions, the IBF has a generational gap 
in our volunteer ranks. We have many 
experienced volunteers who have been 
with the organization for 20+ years, but 
we have not had an influx of younger 
volunteers join over the past 10-20 
years. Likewise, the number of Iowans 
who have a personal connection to 
farms continues to dwindle.  

Through our barn tours and maga-
zine, we hope to reach the next genera-
tion of barn lovers who are passionate 
about preserving Iowa’s rural heritage. 
We have several volunteer opportuni-
ties for all ages. Please see page 9, for 
more details on where you can engage 
as an IBF volunteer.  I look forward to 
seeing you “at the office” during our 
barn tours June 22-23 and September 
14-15.

Home is where the barn is

My parents, Bob and Jean Austin – photo 
taken on their 65th Wedding Anniversary 
in 2021. Our farm sign was designed  
and painted by my younger sister,  
Kristi Gempler.

An aerial view of the Austin Family Farm 
from the 1970s – painting done by my  
late grandmother, Lucy Nodolf. Both of 
my parents grew up on dairy farms in  
SW Wisconsin.

The Austin Family Farm dairy barn was 
built in the 1950s and housed up to 100 
milking cows during peak milk production 
in the 1980s.
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Paying Tribute
to Founding Members Lost in 2023

The Iowa Barn Foundation lost two Iowa barn lov-
ers who were founding members of the non-profit 
organization established in 1997. Jacqueline 
Schmeal led the organization for 26 years, and 
she was a passionate advocate for preserving 
Iowa’s rural heritage. Jacqueline also served as 
the editor of the foundation magazine from 1998-
2022. Don Geiger was the first treasurer for the 
foundation, a role which he diligently served for 
24 years. Both served on the foundation board of 
directors continuously since 1997. Jacqueline and 
Don’s contributions were vital to the establish-
ment and long-term success of the Iowa Barn 
Foundation, and they will be greatly missed.

Jacqueline Andre Schmeal
March 29, 1938 - Dec. 21, 2023
Jacqueline Andre Schmeal 
passed away at her home in 
Houston, Texas on December  
21, 2023. Jackie was born in 

Washington DC in 1938 to Floyd and Hazel 
Andre. They relocated to The University of  
Wisconsin Madison in 1945 where her father 
was the Assistant Dean of Agriculture, and 
then to Iowa State University in Ames Iowa 
in 1949 where he was the Dean of Agricul-
ture. The family lived on the ISU campus 
in the Farmhouse which is now a museum.

Jackie attended Iowa State University 
and received a BS in journalism and was 
a member of the Kappa Kappa Gamma 
sorority. She then attended Northwestern 
University and received a master's from 
the Medill School of Journalism. While 
at Northwestern she met Walter Richard 
Schmeal (Dick). Jackie and Dick were mar-
ried in Ames, IA, in 1962. They made their 
home in Minneapolis while Dick received 
his PhD and Jackie worked for The Min-
neapolis Tribune. Their careers took them 
to Berkeley, CA and then to Houston, TX. 
During her career Jackie was a writer for 
Time Magazine as well as The Christian 
Science Monitor. When the farm crisis 
hit in the 1980’s Jackie opened a store in 
the Houston Rice Village called The Iowa 
Store. She sold American Folk Art made  
by Iowans to help support their families.

Jackie and Dick had a passion for learn-
ing and travel. They spent much of their 

time in Santa Fe, New Mexico, where she 
founded the Friends of Folk Art in sup-
port of the Santa Fe Folk Art Museum and 
was on the board of The Museum of New 
Mexico Foundation. At the foundation she 
was the Development Chair from 1994-
2000, the support group for the History, 
Folk Art, Fine Art and History Museums. 
Jackie’s love for her home state of Iowa 
never faltered. In 1997 she founded The 
Iowa Barn Foundation whose mission is to 
save Iowa Barns through matching grants. 
The foundation has saved hundreds of 
barns across the Iowa landscape.

Jackie also held numerous positions to 
help educate and highlight cultural under-
standing. Jackie was a board member of 
the Houston Arboretum and organized the 
annual Dinner in the Park fundraiser in the 
1980’s. She served on the board of direc-
tors for the Rice Design Alliance for Rice 
University Department of Architecture 
from 1978-1982. Jackie volunteered with 
The Houston Seminar for over 30 years and 
served two terms as President (80-84). She 
served on the board for The Asia Society 
whose mission is to use arts, education and 
business outreach to spread cultural under-
standing between Asia and the West. Jackie 
also served on the Board for the Rothko 
Chapel from 2005-2010. She was the Pro-
gram Chair and brought speakers in from 
around the world to discuss human rights 
and abuses and how to alleviate them.

She never lost her passion for writing 
and published three books all support-
ing her love for Iowa folk art and barns; 
Heritage on the Prairie, Patchwork (Iowa’s 
Quilts and Quilters), and Iowa Folk Artists.

Jackie is survived by her loving husband 
of 62 years, Walter Richard Schmeal, their 
daughter Andrea Schmeal Corcoran of Des 
Moines, IA (Jeff), her sister Alice Backsen 
(Lee) of Houston, TX, her brother Richard 
Andre (Janet) of Chapel Hill, NC, as  
well as two grandsons, Fox and  
Connelly, and several nieces  
and nephews. Memorial  
contributions can be made  
to the Iowa Barn Foundation.  
www.iowabarnfoundation.org

Donald H. Geiger
February 18, 1938 - July 11, 2023
Donald Harlan Geiger, 85, 
passed away July 11, 2023 
in Des Moines, Iowa. He 
was born February 18, 1938 

to Harlan and Anna (Carlson) Geiger in 
Osage, IA.

He was a graduate of Ames High School 
and Iowa State University where he was a 
member of Sigma Nu. He met and married 
Connie Larson. They later divorced. After 
reconnecting at a class reunion years later, 
he married Mary.

Don was a retired CPA and a longtime 
partner with Deloitte. He was an avid 
golfer and enjoyed traveling. He was 
very involved with Youth Hockey in Des 
Moines. He was an early president of the 
Des Moines Buccaneers and was very 
instrumental in bringing the organization  
to the city. He served as treasurer of the 
Iowa Barn Foundation.

He is survived by his children, Scott 
Geiger, Kyle (Connie) Geiger; step-sons,  
Steve Girvan, Dan (Gwen) Girvan, Robert 
(Aisha) Girvan, son-in-law, Bryan Stephen-
son; grandchildren, Scott (Ashley) Girvan, 
Alexander (Tara) Nouveau, Becca (Matt) 
Zellmer, Tim Girvan, Allison Girvan, Adam  
Girvan, Hunter Girvan and Logan Girvan; 
great-grandchildren, Nakia, Londyn and 
Blaise Girvan, Aria Fineday, Cooper and 
Kendall Zellmer and Nora Nouveau; and 
sisters, Nancy Geiger and Carolyn Thiesen.

He was preceded in death by his parents, 
his wife, Mary Geiger, sister JoAnn, step-
daughter, Kathy Stephenson, and brother-
in-law, Tom Thiesen.

Memorial contributions may be  
directed to the Iowa Barn Foundation or 
Des Moines Youth Hockey Association.
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The 1916 Johnson Round Barn in Bremer County (2023 Iowa Barn Foundation 
Restoration Grant Recipient) features clay tile walls and central silo with the 
original dairy stanchions still in place.

Iowa Barn  
Foundation Award  
of Distinction 

We are looking for a few good barns
Does your barn have what it takes to earn an  
Award of Distinction and join our fall tour? Apply today!
The Iowa Barn Foundation’s Award of Distinction program recognizes historic barns which have been restored by their owners.  
Recipients of the award receive a distinctive award plaque to display on their barn and are invited to participate in our annual 
all-state fall barn tour each year (one weekend in September).
Applications being submitted for a structure must meet the following criteria:
�  The structure must be no less than 50 years old.
�  The structure exhibits unique or distinctive methods of construction, materials, finishes or examples of craftsmanship.
�  The structure contributes in a significant way to the appearance of the rural landscape and/or the community identity.
�  The structure is associated with lives of persons or events significant to Iowa’s history.
NOTE: Barns must be restored consistent with the original construction materials (exception made for metal roofing).

Applications require either the applicant and/or barn owner to be an active member donor of the Iowa Barn Foundation.  
Apply online at iowabarnfoundation.org/award-and-grants. A printable application form can be downloaded from the website.

Questions can be sent to iowabarnfoundation@gmail.com or contact Dave Austin at 515-201-4517.

Recent Recipients

Cramlet Round Barn – Van Buren County

Martens Barn – Lyons County

Moeckly Barn – Polk County

Sylvester Barn – Wapello County
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Being a representative for the Iowa Barn 
Foundation (IBF) is a rare opportunity to 
explore and cultivate your community. 
Representatives are volunteers who love 
visiting with neighbors, encouraging ways 
to preserve and rejuvenate “cathedrals of the 
prairie”, the barns created in an earlier age. 

Marlene Fenstermann has been an IBF 
representative for 25 years bringing IBF 
opportunities to barn owners of Allamakee 
and Winneshiek Counties. We asked Marlene 
how she got started with IBF. She said, “My 
professional nursing work included frequent 
trips to Des Moines. Given the distance 
between Decorah and Des Moines, I had to 
leave early in the morning for 10:00 o’clock 
meetings. In the early years, the farmers 
were up with barn lights on starting their 
morning chores. Then as the years passed,  
I noticed fewer morning lights shining in 
barn windows. Livestock was vanishing 
from the traditional farm yards, and fences 
were disappearing in the fields. Then, one 
day, Marlene said, “I read an article on the 
front page of the Des Moines Register that 
Jacqueline Andre “Jackie” Schmeal had 
noticed the same changes in Iowa on her 
travel between Ames and Houston, Texas.” 
Schmeal consulted several friends and 
started The Iowa Barn Foundation in 1997. 
“It was an important decision for Iowa.” IBF 
has given over $2 million dollars in 270+ 
grants to rehabilitate barns across Iowa. 

“I decided to attend one of the very early 
IBF meetings," said Marlene. "I was a ready 
convert to the IBF mission.”

We asked Marlene about the duties and 
work of a county representative. She said, 
“You have to know the role of IBF, its mis-
sion of preserving barns, and have an enthu-
siastic willingness to visit with farmers about 
their barns.” The actual preservation often is 

just discussing the significance of a farmer’s 
barn, helping them see the treasure in their 
farmyard, often built by their ancestors, and 
discovering the route for repair, adaptation, 
and stewardship of their barn. Preservation 
may also come by a partial grant from IBF, 
but more often it is by self-funding by the 
local owner who has seen the rehabilitation 
self-funded projects of their neighbors.

The Iowa Barn Foundation sponsors a 
Spring and Fall self-guided tour of Iowa 
barns. The Spring tour features barns of a 
selected area of Iowa. The Fall tour fea-
tures barns across the state barns that have 
received IBF funding assistance or have 
received awards of merit for self-funding 
their own barn project. The 2023 Fall tour 
had 72 barns making it the largest barn tour 
in the nation. Marlene expressed delight in 
what happens during the tours. “The touring 
people, from all over Iowa and adjacent 
states, start conversations with the barn  
owner, learning the barn history, how the 
owner decided to repair or upgrade their 
barn, and see the value of saving a worthy 
barn.” Some barn projects start simply by 
seeing the positive attitudes of their neigh-
bors. IBF also publishes a magazine with 
quality photographs and stories about  
Iowa barns.

The role of an IBF representative is multi-
faceted, being both a public relations person  
for the goals of IBF but also a problem solv-
er working with the local barn owners. The 
representative sets his/her own agenda of in-
volvement. The owner and the representative 
progress through the project to completion in 
a collaborative manner for problem solving. 
Hopefully, they reach out to other IBF rep-
resentatives for assistance if needed.

The barn owner has many questions. 
The representative becomes a helpmate 

communicating and planning with the barn 
owner. How can the stone barn foundation 
be repaired? Who are local stone masons 
with skills to do a good job? What kind of 
siding and roof repair are acceptable? How 
are IBF grants awarded? Marlene noted that 
early in the discussion with a barn owner the 
documentation, grant awarding, etc. must be 
done before the project work begins. What 
adaptive uses of the barn are permitted? How 
to deal with the public during the barn tours? 
During the early discussions with the local 
owner, which may turn into many months or 
years, the representative will take photo-
graphs and record the changes that take place 
during the restoration process. Early on the 
representative may use an assessment form 
to document current needs and condition. 

The IBF representative becomes a fre-
quent visitor to the farmstead, working with 
the owner to solve problems and explore 
possibilities. They become an on-going 
friendship. The representative volunteers  
his/her time and energy. The owner and  
representative share the pride and joy when  
a project is successfully completed. Their  
joy bubbles forth knowing another Iowa  
barn has been rehabilitated for another  
Iowa generation. Of course, representatives 
will want to attend IBF meetings to learn 
what other representatives are doing. 

If your county does not already have  
an IBF representative, please consider  
volunteering to become one. Contact:  
Jack Smith (IBF President, 563-599-3061, 
jackwsmith@icloud.com) or the County 
Representatives Coordinator Craig Stephens 
at (515-681-1009, cdstephens@fngi.net). 
Other questions can be directed to  
iowabarnfoundation@gmail.com

An Interview with
Marlene Fenstermann
25 Years of Service as County Representative

After hearing Marlene’s name mentioned by multiple 
barn owners, I finally got the chance to meet her in 
person at the Boeding farmstead in Decorah during 
the 2022 fall barn tour. Her energy and enthusiasm 
for Iowa barns is contagious. We made plans for my 
return in October, and Marlene treated me to a tour 
of several of her favorite barns in the area. It was  
an amazing day, and this photo was taken after  
we toured the Ashmore-Jewel Barn on the Luther  
College campus. As the board was reviewing plans 
for recruiting additional county reps, we put together 
a list of duties and responsibilities. There was  
unanimous agreement that Marlene is the gold 
standard for an Iowa Barn Foundation County  
Representative. Marlene will be mentoring Jim 
Palmer in 2024, and two of them will share duties 
for Winneshiek and Allamakee Counties.

— BY DAVE AUSTIN —
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Volunteers Wanted
Iowa Barn Foundation  
County Representative
Since 1998, Iowa Barn Foundation County Represtatives have served a vital role in providing local con-
tacts for barn owners across the state. The most frequent request the foundation receives from barn 
owners is for someone to visit and provide guidance and support as they contemplate their preser-
vation journey. We are seeking volunteers who are passionate about barns and enjoy helping others. 
Please see inside the front cover for a listing of 46 counties with open positions.

County Representative Responsibilities:
�  Promote the preservation of barns in their local communities
�  Promote IBF membership, programs, and barn tours through local media channels
�  Respond to queries by phone or email from barn owners in timely manner
�  Provide timely in-person visits to barns in their county for the following purposes:
    �   Consultation on IBF programs – Restoration Grants, Award of Distinction, and  

Preservation Award
    �  Inspection of barns to confirm program eligibility
    �  Delivery of IBF barn tour and award signs
�  Assist with spring barn tour organization and execution

Please note, you do not have to be an expert on barn restoration to serve as a county representative. 
The foundation will provide you with support and documentation to assist in consultation with barn 
owners. See the article in this issue by Rick Collins to learn the first steps in barn preservation and a 
simple checklist to assess the condition of a barn. More articles will be coming in future issues and 
posted to the Iowa Barn Foundation website. 

If this sounds interesting, please check inside the front cover for counties that currently  
do not have a representative. Even if a representative is already listed for a county,  
there may be a need for a backup role. To volunteer, please contact our  
County Representative Coordinator  
Craig Stephens (515-681-1009;  
cdstephens@fngi.net)

Additional Volunteer Opportunities

�  Board of Directors
�  Spring tour coordinators
�  Fall tour coordinators
�  Magazine article interviews/writing
�  Magazine assistant editors
�   Media/press communications  

specialist
�  Website admin (Wordpress)
�  Barn photographers
�  Fundraising specialists
�   Records digitization project  

(scan historical magazines to PDF)

For any of these  
roles, or to share  
another talent, please 
contact Dave Austin at 
iowabarnfoundation@
gmail.com or  
515-201-4517.
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Our spring 2023 barn tour was held in Van Buren County June 
24-25, and we had the pleasure of partnering with Friends of 
Morris Park as tour hosts. We had beautiful weather and a great 
turnout with an estimated 600 visitors over the two days. We 
were fortunate to have Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike 
Naag join us for one morning of the tour, which led to a great 
partnership with the secretary joining our “barn raising” event 
at the Iowa State Fair in August.

The foundation would like to thank all of the barn owners  
who shared their historical structures for the weekend. We 
would like to give a special thanks to Dorothy Gilbert for  

coordinating the tour lunch and family activities at Morris 
Park. We also want to recognize Paul Larson for organizing  
the barn tour participants. Paul is an architectural historian 
of 40 years standing, and we are blessed he has donated his 
skillset to conduct extensive research on the historical barns of 
Van Buren County. If you would like to learn more about barns 
in the area, please download Paul’s Barns of Van Buren County 
brochure at iowabarnfoundation.org/story/barns-of-van-buren-
county-2nd-edition.

If you are interested in hosting a future spring tour in your 
area, contact Dave Austin at iowabarnfoundation@gmail.com.

SPRING 
2023 
BARN 
TOUR ASuccess!  

Paul Larson hosted visitors at the Warren 
Brown Round Barn.  The small but elegant 
round barn was built of hollow tile manu-
factured in nearby Stockport. Prior to Paul 
adding the barn to the tour, the barn had 
not been documented as still standing.
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The Barns of Van Buren County brochure can 
be downloaded from our barn stories page - 
iowabarnfoundation.org/barn-stories.

Dorothy Gilbert, Friends of  
Morris Park Board Chair, gave Iowa 
Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naag  
a tour of the museum grounds.

The hosts at the Morris Clark Barn  
enjoyed meeting Secretary Naag. Left  
to right - Mart Campbell, Dena Clark, 
Secretary Mike Naag, and Madge Clark).

Cheriel Fleig and Jean Schuck, Friends  
of Morris Park volunteers, prepare more 
servings of their delicious strawberry  
pretzel salad in a bag (also known as  
walking cheesecake).

Friends of Morris Park volunteers served 
over 250 lunches on Saturday and hosted 
activities both days of the tour. Left to right: 
Duane Clubb, Annie Buzzard (seated), Mike 
Holcomb, Virgil Morris, Christie Daugherty. 

Terry Philipps demonstrated sustainable 
barn wood preservation techniques.

Several members of the Iowa Barn Foundation Board of Directors met with 
with Secretary Naag and the Morris-Clark Barn. Left to right (Wayne Frost, 
Jack Smith, Mike Naag, Andrea Corcoran, Dave Austin, Dwight Hughes).
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IOWA BARN FOUNDATION HOSTS A 
BARN RAISING OF A MODEL 
IOWA BARN AT THE 2023 
IOWA STATE FAIR
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Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig joined board members and volunteers 
with the Iowa Barn Foundation for a “barn raising” of a “Model Iowa Barn” 
during a special event to kick off the 2023 Iowa State Fair in the Agriculture 
Building.

The Iowa Barn Foundation, an all-volunteer statewide organization, began  
as a dream in 1997 and has successfully raised well over two million dollars  
while assisting in saving and restoring nearly 300 barns across Iowa. To celebrate 
this milestone and bring recognition to a quarter century of preserving Iowa's  
unique agricultural history, the Iowa Barn Foundation designed and built a 
"Model Iowa Barn" for the 2023 Iowa State Fair. 

“The beautiful barns found along the fields and farms across Iowa’s gorgeous 
landscape are grand reminders of our state’s rich agricultural heritage.  

Under the supervision of the 
foundation’s Holstein cows, artist 
Steve Huffman (on the barn roof) 
works to assemble the Model 
Iowa Barn before the start of  
the fair. Steve created the barn  
in his workshop in Ottumwa in  
such a way that it could be  
disassembled and hauled  
on a flatbed trailer.

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig speaks at the Iowa 
Barn Foundation “Barn Raising” event.

IBF board member Dwight Hughes reviews the steps to 
ensure the continued success of the Iowa Barn Foundation 
during the barn raising press conference.
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I am very appreciative of the ongoing and impactful work done by 
the passionate volunteers with the Iowa Barn Foundation to preserve 
and protect these structures over the last quarter century,” said Iowa 
Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig. “As fairgoers enjoy their time at 
the Iowa State Fair, I hope they’ll stop in the Agriculture Building 
to see the Iowa Barn Foundation’s ‘Model Iowa Barn’ and spend a 
few minutes visiting with their volunteers to learn more about their 
statewide efforts.”

“We are pleased to focus attention on the ‘castles of the prairie’ 
that provided important storage and shelter for families and animals, 
often multi-generational,” said Dwight Hughes, Board Member of 
the Iowa Barn Foundation. “The significance of Iowa's landscape is 
greatly enhanced with the historic architecture of many beautiful 
preserved and restored barns.”

Centered in the Agriculture Building, just down the aisle from 
the world-famous butter cow, The Iowa Barn Foundation welcomed 
fairgoers to stop by the barn during the 11 days of the Iowa State 
Fair. A special photo area was set up on the side of the barn to allow 
visitors to capture the “Iowa Barn Spirit.” Foundation volunteers 
were available to educate the public and answer questions about its 
mission to preserve and enhance Iowa’s rich agricultural heritage. 
The barn is scheduled to return for the 2024 Iowa State Fair… 
stay tuned to learn what additions will be to the barn next year.

The foundation would like to thank everyone who contributed 
to make the Model Iowa Barn possible. First, credit goes to board 
member Dwight Hughes for having the project vision, drive, and 
commitment starting with a proposal at the October 2022 board 
meeting. Second, thanks go to the State Fair administration, Jen 
Cannon, and her staff for authorizing and providing a prime spot 
in the Agriculture Building nestled between the butter cow and the 
Iowa Egg Council. Dwight commissioned the talented Metalscapes 
artist Steve Huffman to construct the “Model Iowa Barn.” Steve 
went above and beyond expectations providing setup and tear-down 
services at the fair. The barn was built using salvaged barn lumber 
and windows provided by board member Wayne Frost from his fam-
ily barn restoration. Wayne also filled the barn with historic barn ar-
tifacts for visitors to enjoy. Board member Dave Austin put together 
the digital display system to show images of restored barns. Board 
member Roy Reiman joined Dwight in funding the project 100% 
from donations. Charlie Rhode with King’s Material Inc. graciously 
donated the stone foundation for the barn. Troy Trevino with Law 
Mark Capital donated free storage for the barn until the 2024 fair, 
and Board member Craig Pfantz provided the trailer and labor to 
transport it from the fairgrounds. Lastly, we would like to thank all 
of the board members and volunteers who assisted with barn setup, 
staffing during the 11 days of the far, and teardown afterwards.

Board Members Roxanne Mehlisch and Wayne 
Frost were part of a team of volunteers who 
greeted visitors in the Agriculture Building at the 
“Model Iowa Barn.” 

The barn raising crew takes a break after  
assisting Steve Huffman with assembly of the 
Model Iowa Barn in the Agriculture Building on 
the Iowa State Fairgrounds.  From left to right – 
Dave Austin, Wayne Frost, Steve Huffman, Dwight 
Hughes, Beverly Huffman, Jim Frost.
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Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig (right) 
poses with Iowa State Fair Board Member Deb 
Zumbach (left) and Iowa Barn Foundation Board 
Member Dwight Hughes (middle). Dwight and  
Deb were both instrumental in making the  
“Barn Raising” event a success.

Iowa Barn Foundation President Jack Smith (left) and 
Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig (right) put the  
final nails into the Iowa Barn Foundation “Model Iowa 
Barn” on display in the Agriculture Building on the  
Iowa State Fairgrounds.

That’s a wrap! After the fair was complete, the barn was  
taken down and hauled to storage to return in 2024. Left  
to right: Wayne Frost, Craig Pftantz,  
Jim Frost, and Ryan Pfantz.

The Model Iowa Barn was designed and built by 
Metalscapes artist Steve Huffman. The back half 
features salvaged barn wood and windows, while 
the front half was finished with new materials.  
The stone foundation materials were donated  
by King Material Inc.

Jacqueline Schmeal 
talking barns with 
Iowa Secretary  
of Agriculture  
Mike Naig.
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THE HISTORIC FLYNN BARN
LIVING HISTORY FARMS
BY ELIZABETH KEEST SEDREL AND CHRISTA 
KIRSCH-PAULSON, LIVING HISTORY FARMS 
URBANDALE, IA

On August 15, 1871, the Des Moines Register reported that Mr. Martin Flynn,  
Esquire, was building a farm that would be “one of the finest places in the county  
if not the whole state.” It would include “a splendid residence, and barns and  
stabling commensurate with the size of the farm.” More than a century and a 
half later, the Flynn Mansion and Barn not only still stand, they are a touchpoint 
for teaching visitors about Iowa’s agricultural heritage. The land that was then 
the Flynn farm is today the Living History Farms museum, and the mansion  
and barn are both listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

PHOTO BY DAVE AUSTIN
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Martin Flynn was an Irish immigrant. 
He was born in County Waterford in 1840, 
the seventh of eight children of a tenant 
farmer. The family’s farm probably pro-
duced a modest but reliable income—until 
the Great Potato Famine began in 1845, 
followed by a wave of cholera in 1849. 

Martin came to the United States in 
1851. Records indicate the 11-year-old 
accompanied at least one older brother 
and possibly a sister. They landed first in 
upstate New York, where young Martin 
found opportunity in railroad building, 
carrying water to construction crews for 
50 cents a day and then breaking rock for 
75 cents a day. When the family moved 
to Pennsylvania in the mid-1850s, Martin 
found work with the Pennsylvania  
Central Railroad. 

As railroads expanded west, Martin  
followed. By his 20s, he had established  
an earthmoving company to prepare 
ground for laying track. By age 30, he  
had contracts from Kentucky to New 
Mexico and employed hundreds of team-
sters. He earned a reputation for taking on 
risky projects such as tunnels and difficult 
grades, which earned him a great deal of 
money as well. His contracts could be 
worth up to $500,000 each. 

In May 1865, Martin married Ellen 
Keane, who also had come to the United 
States as a child to escape famine and pov-
erty in Ireland. In 1867, the Flynns began 

buying land in Polk County, about 7 miles 
outside Des Moines. Ellen later wrote of 
that decision: “In an early day my husband 
and I came to Iowa, and the beauties of the 
country induced us to make our home on 
a farm.” Construction began in 1870 on 
the farm they christened Walnut Hill.

The same innovative spirit that made 
Martin Flynn a successful railroad entre-
preneur was evident in the building of 
Walnut Hill Farm. In the Midwest at that 
time, indoor plumbing was a rarity in cities 
and still decades away for farms. Martin, 
however, designed a private water system 
with tanks, cisterns, and steam-powered 
pumps that supplied the mansion with 
water from springs on the property. The 
home even had hot running water, heated 
by a boiler in the kitchens. While not as 
uncommon as plumbing, the coal furnace 
and gas lighting were still modern ameni-
ties for the time and place.

The two-story barn was likewise hailed 
as a model of farm technology. It was built 
into a hillside, allowing wagon access to 
both the upper level, where grain and feed 
were stored, and the lower level, which 
housed livestock. It was painted a color 
described unpromisingly as “drab.” The 
construction cost was $7,000, or about 
$164,000 in today’s currency.

According to news accounts of the time, 
the 64x60-foot, 34-foot-tall structure could 
hold 30 horses, 40 cows, 4,000 bushels of 

Living History Farms is an 
interactive outdoor history 
museum, which educates 
and connects all peoples to 
the many stories of Midwest-
ern rural heritage. Visit the 
museum’s website LHF.ORG  
to plan your next visit.

The bank barn design allowed 
for wagons to be pulled into 
the upper level for unloading 
hay and grain with doors for 
the animals to enter on the 
lower level.

Ellen Flynn and Martin Flynn
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corn, 3,000 bushels of oats, and 150 tons 
of hay. It had a brick foundation, a gable 
roof, board and batten siding, a cupola for 
ventilation, several small high windows, 
and one large main door. The upper story 
had a solid oak floor and held two corn 
cribs, granaries for oats, and storerooms 
for implements. Grain and hay could be 
dropped through chutes to the livestock 
stalls below.

The Flynns’ railroad and farm busi-
nesses both prospered, and eventually 

they owned 1,700 acres of farmland, one 
of the largest farms in the Midwest. Mar-
tin expanded his business holdings in the 
1880s to include banking, and the family 
built a second mansion in downtown Des 
Moines in 1885. Martin and Ellen moved 
to the city around 1890 but continued to 
spend weekends and holidays on the farm 
until Martin died in 1906. Ellen died in 
1922. Together they had raised  
10 children.

Walnut Hill Farm changed dramatically  
after the state of Iowa purchased it in 1915  
for $200 an acre. It became the home of  
the Clive Honor Farm, a low-security 
work farm for inmates in the Iowa prison 
system. Inmates slept on cots lined up in 
the Italianate brick mansion. The exteri-
ors of the home and barn were painted 
stark white. Additional barns, including 
Quonset-style buildings, were added to 
the grounds.

The Honor Farm began with 15 
inmates from the Fort Madison Peniten-
tiary. They grew farm products for use in 
other prisons across the state. Shipping 
the produce became too costly during  
the Great Depression, and the farm closed 
in 1935. It reopened in 1941, selling 
produce locally on the open market. In 
1947, the farm cleared a profit of $51,000 
($702,000 today) and won awards for 
record corn yields.

As many as 50 inmates worked the 
farm at a given time. They raised corn, 
oats, hogs, and cattle and tended gardens 
and orchards. Inmates wore no restraints. 
Three guards supervised them but carried 
no firearms. Many men spent years  
working productively at the farm.

In 1957, Interstate 80/35 was built 
through the middle of the farm. A cement 
underpass allowed workers and equip-
ment to travel between the east and west 
parcels of land without using public roads.  
This tunnel remains one of the few private 
underpasses in the interstate system.

The Flynn Mansion featured many  
modern amenities that were not commonly 
found on farmsteads in the 1870s, includ-
ing indoor plumbing with hot running water 
(photo by Dave Austin).

The Flynn Barn features impressive 
framing that has stood the test of 
time. The large beams are white pine 
which likely was brought in from out 
of state. The floorboards are made 
from oak, which was likely harvested 
and cut in central Iowa.
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Along with construction of the inter-
state, expansion of the western suburbs 
brought the end of the Clive Honor 
Farm. Rollo Bergeson, a Des Moines  
entrepreneur, bought the land in 1965 
with plans to create “Interstate Farms”—
housing, businesses, recreation areas, ho-
tels, and golf courses—at a cost of nearly 
$25 million. While those plans were in 
progress, however, Dr. William Murray 
suggested a different possibility.

Dr. Murray dreamed of a working 
agricultural museum. He described it like 
this: “Not just a dusty place where you 
see yesterday’s utensils and machinery 
under glass. You see things being used, a 
re-creation of things in action, stretching 
from the past through the present and 
into the future.” Living History Farms 
was that vision.

The nonprofit Living History Farms 
Foundation was formed in 1967 and 
bought 336 acres from Bergeson in 1969 
and 1970. The Bergeson family donated 
an additional 25 acres, including the 
Flynn Mansion and Barn. The museum 
opened in 1970.

The most recent full restoration of 
the Flynn Barn was done in 1995. The 
exterior was repainted in 2020, match-
ing the color to the original “drab” 
discovered under layers of paint. Despite 
the name, the color is a warm apricot 
shade. The barn got a new roof in 2022, 
using a product made from recycled tires 
but designed to resemble wood shake 
shingles, maintaining the historic look 
but promising much more durability. 

A recent Conservation Assessment 
report called the Flynn Barn “an excellent 
example of barn construction from the 
1870s.” The original flooring and beams 
are still there, along with the corn cribs 
and grain chutes. The barn is among the 
most popular sites for Living History 
Farms visitors, and it houses events from 
day camp to weddings, from storytelling 
to graduations. The barn has also been 
the fitting site for naturalization ceremo-
nies, welcoming new U.S. citizens and 
harking back to its roots as the dream  
of an Irish immigrant.

An early 1900s view of the Flynn Barn 
showing an untouched rural landscape in 
what is now the city of Urbandale. 

A view of the Flynn Barn from the 1940s, 
which was when the farmstead was 

owned by the State of Iowa and used as 
low-security prison farm.
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Over the last 30 years, coast-to-coast 
and throughout the Midwest, I have 
looked at thousands of buildings. To-
gether, they nearly encompass the entire 
breadth of the last two centuries of our 
built vernacular. From ornate churches 
with dense timber trusses and magnifi-
cent soaring steeples, to one-room log 
buildings constructed with Medieval 
techniques direct from Europe. There 
have been commercial and private build-
ings of all types and sizes spanning every 
era from pre-industrial to post-modern:  
pavilions, houses, mills, skating rinks, 
and of course many, many barns.

ASSESSMENT: 
All this to say, no matter what type of 
structure, we’re always following the 
same method and looking at the same 
things in order to identify: 1) what 
we have and 2) what to do. Examples 
around the world tell us, barring cata-
strophic events, if a timber frame is dry 
and maintained, there is no reason to 
expect anything less than an indefinite 
lifespan- hundreds or even thousands  
of years.  

When we begin to look at a building 
and determine priorities for its care, we 
always consider the owner’s long and 
short-term objectives, resources, and 
budget. This full understanding informs 

us as we begin with an identification 
of what we call the “scope of work”. 
Over and over again we find the most 
important factor in identifying an ef-
ficient scope of work that will be able to 
be completed fiscally and be a success 
(which may include a phased approach 
over decades) is really understanding this 
greater context along with the objective 
for the building.

PRIORITIES FOR CARE: 
Most buildings we see are clad struc-
tures. This means the frame (structure) 
is covered (clad) by siding or stone or 
brick. The foundation can be as mini-
mal as piers – and may include piles of 
rocks, stacked stone, brick, or rubble. 
In clad structures, the roofing material 
and the siding material should be looked 
at as a protective skin - something to 
be replaced over time as it wears from 
the elements. The exception to this clad 
structure building type, of course, is log 
buildings. And in cases where the logs 
(structure) are exposed, we have a sepa-
rate set of circumstances which we  
won’t focus on in this article. 

When determining priorities for care, 
there are three areas to look at first, and 
they all have to do with water intrusion.  
If water finds a way in the building 
through the roof, siding, or foundation, 

then we have a building at risk and in 
active decline. Water infiltration creates a 
situation for progressive rot and quickly 
opens additional damage (and cost) from 
insects, fungal decay and animals. 

SIDING: 
It is not uncommon for wood siding 

from the 19th century to last 100 years or 
more if maintained with oil or paint. In 
the case of stone or brick– that life span 
is centuries if attention is paid to refresh-
ing mortar every 80-100+ years. If the 
cladding is not maintained or replaced 
when damaged, the building loses its 
protection and structural problems will 
start in the walls, sill plates, and foun-
dation. Failed siding generally tends to 
cause damage more slowly and in more 
isolated immediately surrounding areas 
than failures at the roof or foundation do. 

Secondarily we look at windows and 
doors during an assessment of a poten-
tial project. These also often fail for a 
variety of related reasons whether 
it’s wind, water, or mechanical 
damage. 

— BY RICK COLLINS —
(ILLINOIS-BASED TIMBER EXPERT AND HISTORIC BUILDING PRESERVATIONIST)

First Steps in

Barn Preservation
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ROOFING: 
Unfortunately for us in the Midwest, 
many buildings were built with wood 
shingles or shakes originally and then 
covered with asphalt shingles– or even 
something like a concrete asbestos 
shingle. In these cases, we often find 
significant roof damage as parts of those 
layers of shingles have blown off and  
allow water to penetrate the building. 
Water leaking through the roof causes 
damage to the roof structure, which in-
clude the rafters and the purlins, and then 
of course running down to damage posts, 
sill plates, and floor systems.

FOUNDATION: 
The causes and types of foundation 
failure include many common scenarios. 
Settling of the foundation (underbuilt 
footings), spalling (loss of the fired face 
and/or pulverizing) of the brick or stone 
units (excessive moisture during freeze 
thaw cycles, incompatible mortar, poor 
drainage), exposure (unmaintained  
mortar joints wearing away) or under 
mining (by animals, water, or abutting 
concrete) all open the door for water  
and structural shifting. 

These are the primary areas of focus 
when we are assessing a building, and  
the objective is to isolate which one or 
more of these factors are most critical. 
Large roof failure is by far the most  
important issue to deal with and foun- 
dations are second (with siding being  
as well in some cases). 

Another component to our assessment 
strategy is examining the structure of the 
building from the standpoint of modern 

engineering and what the future 
of the building might be. Even 

though engineering and con-
struction in the 19th and 

early 20th century 

was highly evolved, it’s often the case (as 
is today) that the original builders may 
have omitted some framing or undersized 
some components due to budget, time, 
mistake, or other factors. Many buildings 
are also modified as their primary use 
changes and evolves over time. We look 
at this as well, and consider what sort of 
structural improvements might be made 
to the building. 

Examples of increasing capacity and 
adding redundancy are sistering of rafters, 
adding additional structure to plates,  
adding lateral ties from the gable end  
of the buildings to the first interior bent, 
or reinforcing the floor system. As men-
tioned above, in some cases during the 
assessment of the structure, we identify 
that components have been moved or 
removed overtime– especially in agri- 
cultural buildings. As agricultural tech-
nology and machinery evolved, more 
clearance and bigger spaces became 
necessary. Parts of the original frame 
were taken out to accommodate. These 
commonly include upper straining beams, 
posts, girts, and tie beams. In many cases 
we add these components back in, or 
strengthen them with a variety of meth-
ods. How we go about it depends on 
practical things like budget as well as  
the historical significance of the building 
and repair work. 

Prior to hiring a professional to make  
an assessment and repairs– you can 
observe these three primary areas: siding, 
roof, foundation, and investigate whether 
it appears as if structural components 
were moved or removed. You can do 
this by looking for open mortise pockets, 
missing symmetry from bent to bent,  
or obvious conditions of the foundation,  
where it appears, as if there was a struc-
tural member, such as a pier with  
no post. 

It’s important to remember that build-
ings made of wood have memory, and 
that even though a barn or a structure 
might be sagging, due to a failed foun-
dation, a missing post, or a missing tie 
beam, it may be returned to its original 
position without damaging the wood in 
almost all cases. Obviously, if a building 
is sagging substantially, or if the condi-
tion of a purlin or a rafter plate has devel-
oped several inches or more of deflection 
it may make the most fiscal sense to leave 
a little of the undulation– make the main 
goal to shore the frame and keep it safe 
and secure.

ORDER OF OPERATIONS: 
So, in terms of establishing priorities, 
it’s important to have the foundation in a 
condition that allows the structure to be 
worked on. This may mean repairing, or 
replacing the foundation, or in the case of 
phasing (budget constraints), just the tem-
porary shoring of the foundation, so that 
the frame can be brought back into what 
we call a “parallel and flat” condition. It’s 
not as important to level the building as  
it is to bring the surfaces back into paral-
lel. This means the top of the foundation 
wall is parallel with the sill, the sill is 
parallel with the rafter plate, the rafter 
plate is parallel with the purlin plate, and 
the purlin plate is parallel with the ridge. 
There is an acceptable amount of differ-
ence between these things, and in the case 
of a 60 foot building for example, an out 
of parallel condition of around an inch is 
within reason. 

After the foundation has been repaired, 
replaced, or shored, structural work 
should begin. And in the case of structural 
work, the same situation or parameters ap-
ply. If it’s impossible to repair the frame, 
due to resources or cost, then the horizon-
tal timbers should be shored temporarily. 
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With the foundation repaired or shored, 
and the frame repaired or shored, we 
move to the roof. If the roof is in need of 
repair or replacement, this becomes the 
top priority. If there is a roof back on the 
building work to the foundation, and the 
frame can occur at a later date if needed. 

Siding is often the last item of these 
things to address as installing new sid-
ing prior to working on the frame of the 
foundation causes difficulty and bringing 
the frame back where it needs to be or 
hinder access for the frame repairs. This 
is not to say it’s always the case though, 
in some cases, we have temporarily 
closed (mothballed) a structure with  
steel or plywood to keep out weather  
and animals while well-thought plans 
and fundraising are made for future 
work. In these cases windows and doors 
can be enclosed temporarily, but these 
should follow as the last item to consider. 
All of this can and should change and be  
dictated by the objective for the build-
ing. If it's important to get the building 
dry and still have some utilization of the 

building well, these general scopes of 
work and order of operations are modi-
fied. For example, temporary doors are 
quite a normal procedure. There are  
many cases (with barns) that call for 
lifting the building up, installing a new 
foundation and piers, leaving the exist-
ing siding on, installing a new roof, and 
installing new wood siding over the 
original siding. 

Historic fabric (ie. the materials used in 
the original construction) are important 
and part of the story of the structure. It's 
with the utmost respect that we approach 
the care and repair of our collective cul- 
tural heritage– the historic agricultural 
buildings still in our landscape. We quite  
often advocate for leaving as much his- 
toric fabric intact as possible. This often 
saves money too, and we see it frequent-
ly in the reinforcement of floors as we 
bring them up to an increased capacity for  
public or greater use. In these cases the 
original joists remain and are “sistered” 
(doubled up) with another joist. In the case  
of roofs, we sometimes see the need to 

reinforce by sistering rafters and purlins. 
This increased capacity of the roof can 
be needed due to under-building, failure, 
or updated engineering requirements (re-
sponding to greater wind or snow loads).  

MATERIALS AND MANY CHOICES:
In all the above-mentioned cases it’s 
possible to use modern lumber, lumber 
directly from a sawmill, engineered 
lumber, or reclaimed material. New com-
ponents and repairs can be exact replica-
tions, hidden, obvious utilitarian, steel, 
all wood, cutting edge European timber 
fastening systems, or a mix of it all. 

The most important part of our work, 
and what I would like to convey to 
you is that the critical path is to save 
the building. To do that we must keep 
it dry. When you go out later today or 
tomorrow to look at your barn: First 
look at what damage is being caused by 
water intrusion, then look for structural 
damage, which may include missing/
removed components, and look at the 
foundation. Making a list of these things 
and establishing a quick sketch of your 
building to mark locations both in plan 
and in elevation is supremely helpful in 
starting to or beginning to isolate the  
priorities. Documentation with photog-
raphy is useful overtime too as we often 
see the patterns of damage that might be 
happening when we look at buildings  
over years or decades. When this infor-
mation is captured it’s simplified– easier 
to understand, discuss with others, and 
track. We have a fraction of these build-
ings left now and they deserve our  
attention and care. 

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Rick Collins, Trillium Dell +1 309-221-8020 | rick@trilliumdell.com 1277 Knox Rd 1600 N Knoxville IL 61448 
Rick Collins is recognized for his expertise in both the history and the future of timber frame building. His portfolio  
encompasses visionary buildings that redefine the role of wood in the built environment, as well as authentic restoration 
and preservation work. 

Rick is a structural timber expert, who is committed to the Preservation & Continuation of our built and natural heritage:  
A Master Carpenter with formative experience in metalwork and mechanics, and one of only 20 people in North America 
to carry the certification of Journey Worker Timber Framer, he has a BS in Forest Science from the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign. Rick served in the USMCR as a Combat Engineer, studying engineering and building science.  
He is also a self-taught scholar in the methods and tooling that were used by Europeans who settled the Midwest  
from the 1600s-1800s. 

A long-time cultivator of creative energies within the US timber framing trade, today Rick focuses his energy as a 
consultant and a subject matter expert – adding to the efficiency, and context of a project by grounding process with 
practicality and linking community with place.

Nearly any barn can be saved…
Before After



FOUNDATION ASSESSMENT:
Type:
nn  Continuous   n n  Piers/Interrupted

Material:
nn  Poured Concrete   n n  Concrete Block   n n  Natural Stone   
n n  Brick   n n  Clay Tile   n n  Mix/Other

Visual rating of foundation condition
(1=poor, 2=typical, 3=excellent)
nn  1 – complete structural failure
n n  2 – moderate repairs required
nn  3 – no structural or surface damage

Observed foundation issues (i.e. settling under footings, poor 
drainage, water erosion, tree/brush growth, crumbling, mortar loss, 
animal damage, displaced walls, cracks, failed repairs):

Lowest level floor: 
nn Dirt    nn Concrete Slab    nn Other 

ROOF ASSESSMENT:
Type:   n  n  Wood     n  n  Asphalt     n  n  Composite     n  n  Metal

Number and type of layers under current roofing

Visual rating of roof lines (1=poor, 2=typical, 3=excellent)
n  n  1 - multiple crooked or wavy lines
n  n  2 - some burps in ridge or eaves   
n  n  3 - really straight ridge & eavelines

Roof Condition: Percent holes/missing sections

Presence of Gutters & Condition:

Additional Roof Observations (with locations):

SIDING ASSESSMENT:
Type:   
n  n  Wood     n  n  Metal/Wood     n  n  Metal     n  n  Other

Visual rating of siding condition (1=poor, 2=typical, 3=excellent)
n n 1 - large holes and gaps, missing battens
n n 2 - some open areas
n n 3 - intact and weather tight

Additional observations including condition of siding, 
doors, and windows (with locations):

INTERIOR FLOORING AND FRAME ASSESSMENT:
Visual rating of lower flooring (1=poor, 2=typical, 3=excellent)
n  n  1 - very unsafe: uneven, inclined, holes/rot
n  n  2 - safe: even, level, some localized rot
n  n  3 - very safe: even, level, clear of rot

Visual rating of upper floor condition  
(1=poor, 2=typical, 3=excellent) 
n  n  1 - poor (need to replace entirely)
n  n  2 - typical (needs some repairs)
n  n  3 - excellent (very little needed)

Frame:   n n Stick framing   n n Mix   n n Other

Joinery type:   n  n  Mortise & Tenon   n  n  Metal Brackets/Plates
n n  Nails/Bolts   n  n  Mix

Describe the level of clean out required - hay loft, upper 
floor, lower floor:

Observed damage to structural framing (with locations) 
– removal of framing for equipment access, prior repairs, 
frame out of square, joints pulled apart, rotten wood: 

Photo Documentation
n n Exterior photos from each direction – N, E, S, W
n n Interior photos facing each direction on each level
n n Detailed photos of damaged areas or unique components

BARN ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST
Barn Owner Name (Please Print):   Date:  

Barn Address:  

Barn Type: Build Year: 

Barn Dimensions (WxLxH):  
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WHY  
WE SAVED 
OUR BARN

W

Wayne (left) and 
Jim (right) Frost 
outside the 1870s 
Frost Family Barn 
in Waterloo.

Before, during, and after photos of the Frost barn restoration project completed in the summer of 2018. An Amish 
construction crew from Fairbank, IA spent seven weeks working on the 88’x40’x40’ barn that has been in the Frost 
family since 1946. The crew toiled for seven weeks taking off the old wood, replacing damaged beams/supports, and 
putting on all new southern yellow pine. 
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— BY WAYNE FROST —

We all have memories of our life grow-
ing up, and living on an Iowa farm cre-
ated a wide array of experiences for me. 
As a boy, many of my earliest memories 
include the animals and the barn where 
many of them were located. I remember 
my Dad taking me out to the barn when 
I was about 5 years old as he did his 
morning chores. The cows were already 
milked, but there were still many things 
to do. He helped me climb the ladder to 
the hayloft where we tossed hay down to 
the milk cows. As I grew older many of 
the chores that my Dad did were passed 
from him to my older brothers and then 
to me. The barn is where we learned 
discipline and responsibility as chores 
needed to be done seven days a week 
morning and night.

The barn was also our playground. 
When relatives or neighbors visited 
this was one of the first places us kids 
would head for. We played cowboys and 
Indians, tag, building hay forts, swinging 
from ropes like Tarzan and jumping into 
the piles of hay, imitating all the early  
TV and radio show stars.

I took the barn for granted, as I got 
older it was just another building on the 
family farm. It wasn’t until I moved away 
from home and then later had a chance 
to become co-owner of the property that 
I realized how important that old barn 
was to me. Sitting on the porch of the 
new house built on the old farmstead, 
I gazed across the road at the barn that 
held so many of my memories growing 
up and I frowned. The barn no longer 
matched my memories. The roof was  
sagging, boards were missing, rock  
walls crumbling and wood rotting. 

Our barn was growing old, and it 
showed. It was built in the 1870s, and  
it had been in our family for over 75 
years serving as a landmark for many.  
The last thing any of us wanted was to 
watch it slowly fall to the ground in  
ruin. Functionally, the barn had little 
value. My brother raised some sheep in  
it; however, we couldn’t justify fixing it 
up for that reason. One particular discus-
sion stood out in my mind. Would we 
still be living on the family farm of our 
youth if the barn was gone? Or, would we 
just be living in a house in the country? 
After much discussion, our hearts said  
to fix the old barn.

So, the plan to refurbish the barn  
came to life. The next question became 
— how do you find someone that works 
on old barns? No one builds them like 
this anymore. I asked several people for 
recommendations for a contractor, and 
they all recommended an Amish  
contractor from near Fairbank, IA. 

Before the contractor started,  
decisions had to be made on materials. 
I had quotes for both southern yellow 
pine with batting and steel. I had many 
discussions with friends and family over 
the benefits of each. If cost was the only 
factor, then steel would be the obvious  
choice. One conversation with my 
younger sister really stuck with me. She 
said, “If you put steel on the barn, you 
will have a very nice functional building. 
If you put wood on the barn, it will be 
just that, a very nice-looking barn!” So, 
it came down to either having a nice-
looking building or a nice-looking barn 
that reminded us of all the memories we 
had growing up. The choice became clear. 

A Barn Full of  
Restored Memories
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The haymow continues to be used for storage of square 
bales of hay for Jim’s flock of sheep.

View looking up one of the haymow ladders used to get 
to the top stored hay when the barn is full.

The first floor of the barn has always been used for the animals and has seen changes over time.   The north half of 
the first floor was originally used for horses, and the south half was used for milking cows and calf pens.  In the late 
1940’s, the dirt floor was cemented and 27 new stanchions for the milk cows were installed.  With tractors taking over 
the workload, the section for horses was switched to calf pens and a place to farrow hogs.   The barn is now used 
to raise sheep.  You can still see the original storage cutouts in the 3-foot limestone walls in the original horse area, 
which would have been the resting spot for a curry comb.  



27T       H       E            I       O       W       A              B       A       R       N             F       O       U       N       D       A       T       I       O       N

After seven weeks of work, the barn had 
all new wood on the sides. With two 
coats of red paint and the limestone  
walls tuckpointed it looked like new!

When you undertake a project like 
this, you come across a lot of memora-
bilia – like the old Daisy BB Gun found 
in a pile of hay. Did my Brother use it 
acting like he was Roy Rogers or Matt 
Dillon? Maybe it was my sister using it 
like Annie Oakley! Probably both, it was 
just a matter of who got to it first on that 
particular day! Digging through an old 
pile of lumber revealed the old hay saw 
used for cutting loose hay. We also found 
the old hay fork that carried loose hay up 
into the barn, which was later converted 
to carry up bales. Like many old items 
in the barn, it had been set aside when 
replaced by newer technology.

There were many initials and names 
carved in the wood, stone and cement.  
A few I recognized such as a couple of 

hired men that worked for my Dad, 
one name I’m told came from an earlier 
owner. Three formally carved initials in 
a stone builders block in one of the rock 
walls I found through research belonged 
to the person that built the barn and  
who died in 1878. I found two planks 
with odd looking boards attached, in a 
pattern. It turns out these were part of  
a set of wooden stairs from the horse 
barn to the hayloft.

During the restoration process, the 
barn became the main topic at all family 
gatherings. Stories long since forgotten 
were revived and retold, revealing how 
central the barn was to our farm life. 
Each story told seemed to bring about 
even more memories. We never dreamed 
that restoring the barn would have the 
added benefits of restoring so many 
wonderful memories. Hoping that the 
generations that follow will start many 
conversations with “Do you remember 

when they restored the barn”? Not  
only my family, but family members of 
previous owners, neighbors and some-
times complete strangers would stop, 
asking questions or reminiscing about  
the barn and its history. What a wonder-
ful conversation piece the barn  
had become.

After the project was done, I caught 
myself thinking about if it was worth  
the time, labor and money? I was in-
stantly reminded that I didn’t just restore 
a barn….I restored all of my childhood 
memories. When I am sitting on my 
porch now looking across the road, I  
see one of the best decisions I ever 
made…and I can’t help but smile.

I hope that as others read this story  
and see the pictures of our barn, they  
are reminded about their life growing  
up in farm country. Better yet, I hope  
it inspires others to save their barns  
and the memories that go with them.

With a couple of coats of red 
paint and the tuckpointing of 
the three-foot thick limestone 
walls, the barn looked like new.



28 T       H       E            I       O       W       A              B       A       R       N             F       O       U       N       D       A       T       I       O       N

A BARN 
RESCUED      REBORN

STORY AND PHOTOS BY NICOLE BEARDSLEY

OUR 
BARN’S 
STORY 
STARTED 
IN 1900. 
James P. Ellison (banker of Martelle, IA)  
built a 40x80x32 ft barn in rural Martelle, 
Iowa. On October 5th of 1920, Mr. Ellison 
passed away leaving the farm to his daughter 
Ethel Gotch. The farm was later sold to Harry 
and Dorothy DeMean, who then passed the 
farm on to their daughter Lynette Jordan 
(who still owns the farm).

In August 2020, the Midwest derecho 
ripped off the rear wall and almost half of the 
roof leaving the barn in bad shape. In June 
of 2021, my Grandma (Miora Carott) called 

to see if we would be interested in the barn 
before it was torn down. In late June and early 
July, we went to work with my dad, husband, 
5 children, and 3 brothers. We tackled the job 
with a 60 ft boom lift, chainsaws, skill saws, 
and hammers. We cut the side walls off at the 
concrete foundation, dropping them inside 
like a folding box. The walls were so heavy, 
we had to use tow straps hooked to a truck 
to pull them away from the concrete founda-
tion walls. The kids had a blast “surfing” on 
them as we pulled them to the trailer destined 
for Waterloo. It took us about two full weeks 
to tear the barn down and transport it using 
a pair of trucks and trailers, transporting 
multiple loads.

Once the transition to Waterloo was  
complete, we quickly started designing our 
“new” barn to utilize as many of the original 
salvaged pieces as possible. We designed a 
smaller 36x48 barn that is pretty close to the 
height of the original barn. In August, we 
began setting poles for the new barn. We were 
able to use up nearly every piece of original 

siding, re-used all of the good floor joists, and 
made new headers with some of the larger 
beams from the original barn. The kids and  
I pulled oodles and oodles of nails as my hus-
band planned, prepped, and used the wood. 
Most of the poles were salvaged from a pole 
barn in Washington, Iowa. We had to buy the 
top peak trusses and then custom added to 
the small trusses to add the lower part of the 
roof. The purlins and steel were salvaged from 
a chicken confinement in Washington, Iowa. 
We rented a skid loader to drill the holes for 
the posts. Otherwise, we constructed the barn 
by being tied to it with straps and reaching  
as far as we could. At the end of 2021, we  
had the barn framed, steel on the roof, side 
walls attached, siding on the front, and  
windows installed. We finished putting the 
flooring in the barn and sealed it as winter  
set in. I vividly remember one winter night 
when the barn was a real-life snow globe  
as the snow swirled around inside.

As 2022 arrived, we discovered the strong 
winter winds had shifted the back end of the 

& STORY AND PHOTOS BY NICOLE BEARDSLEY
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barn nearly 8 inches with it leaning signifi-
cantly to the northeast. We tied tow strap  
to the barn poles and the tractor and pulled 
it as close to straight as we could. We hauled 
(Schmitz excavating) in gravel, lime and 
other fillers to start leveling the floor of the 
barn. When we built it, we had to raise the 
northeast corner of the barn almost 3 feet. 
We rented a skid loader to move the material 
into the barn and a drivable packer to smash 
it all down and into place. Then, we decided 
it couldn’t be that hard to do concrete work. 
Whoa! It was a lot of work, but were able to 
get all the concrete in the barn. While not 
perfect, it works for us. We poured the floor 
5 1/2 inches thick in five pours. My husband 
and I did all the stall concrete ourselves. We 
called in reinforcements (family and friends) 
for the center since we wanted to pour the 
whole slab in one go (13x48 ft). As we quickly 
learned, pulling concrete with a 2x6 wears  
on the arms very quickly. 

We finished trim work on the front of  
the barn, put plywood and siding on the  
back (gave rack strength to the back wall),  
and put doors on the front and rear of the 
barn. The siding for the back of the barn and 
the doors were salvaged from a shed at the 
county maintenance center in Grundy Center. 
We put stone siding on the bottom two feet 
around the barn, while adding many more 
anchors and supports to the framework of  
the barn. In October of 2022, my husband 
and I went to Independence to salvage barn 

stalls and stall doors from a pole building  
for the barn. 

Work continued inside and outside the 
barn in 2023. We installed our barn stalls, 
added gutters, leveled around the outside of 
the barn, added a gravel drive to the front of 
the barn, ran water and electrical, and built 
two staircases. The focus for 2023 was to 
finish the first and second floors. We hope 
to have everything finished inside our barn 
in 2024, including the third floor. All of the 
work we have done has been late nights and 
after normal workdays. We have been work-
ing diligently on the barn for the last three 
years, most of which has been done without 
big equipment. As the list of items to com-
plete gets shorter, we can now appreciate  
how the project has been a labor of love. 

Our barn main floor will primarily host 
horses/livestock. The second floor of the  

barn will mainly be used for hay storage. We  
plan to turn the third floor into a fun game/
dance room with air hockey, bumper pool, 
and ping pong, and more. The barn has 
already been used as a beautiful backdrop for 
several photography sessions, with more to 
come in the future. We love all the options we 
have to use and enjoy our barn, and it has be-
come a beautiful focal point for our property. 

The barn had over 120 years of history 
before we rescued it from the site where it  
was built by James P. Ellison. Now that it has 
been reborn on our homestead, our family 
looks forward to many years of making  
new memories in the barn.

The 1900 James P. Ellison (Ryan and Nicole 
Beardsley) Barn can be toured June 23-24 
during the Iowa Barn Foundation Spring 
Barn Tour.

The 1900 milk barn suffered  
significant damage from the derecho 

that hit Iowa in August, 2020.

The Beardsley children enjoy some barn board  
surfing as the side walls were pulled to the trailer.

Framing stage at the barn’s new 
location using a combination of 
new and salvaged wood.

Interior view after pouring of the 
concrete floor and installation of 
the stalls.
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The Entz Family Barn 
Our family dairy barn was built by 

my grandfather J.E. Entz. Construction 
started in 1920 and spanned a period 
of 24 years with disruptions during the 
Great Depression and World War II. 
The barn is 100 feet long, 36 feet wide, 
and 36 feet high. The cornerstone, laid 
in 1933, was inscribed to my great 
grandfather, M.W. Entz, a Pennsylvania 
schoolteacher. The barn was completed 
on January 17, 1944.

The foundation walls were constructed 
from locally harvested granite fieldstones 
and concrete. The foundation goes 5 feet 
7 inches into the ground and rises 7 feet 
above ground, and all of the trenching 
and construction was done by hand.  
The first 3 feet of walls above ground 
were built in 1931, with the remaining 

4 feet going up in in 1935. The support 
beams and loft floor are made of con-
crete, reinforced with steel. The cement 
slab floor was laid in 1931, and the loft 
floor added in 1941. The support beams 
and loft floor can hold an impressive  
250 pounds/sq. inch. 

The upper portion of the barn is made 
of wood anchored with hundreds of bolts,  
20 iron rods bedded in the concrete loft 
floor, and scores of diagonal support 
beams. The cross pieces supporting the 
roof are 1x6 inch and 3 inches apart. 
There are no horizontal rafters required 
with the roof ’s design, which maximized 
hay storage capacity in the loft. Tall hay 
chutes provided an easy path for the hay 
to cattle below, even when loft was full 
with bales to the rafters.

On the lower level, the cattle stan-
chions were imbedded in the concrete 
floor with a grooved feeding trough in 
the front and gutters behind for waste 
removal. The first level also has two large 
pens for calves and heifers. It also features 
a heavy-duty bull pen, which kept the 
bull safely secured away from the rest of 
the herd (and people) until his services 
were needed.

The barn was actively used for dairy 
cattle until 1980. It is a one-of-a-kind 
design that you will not see anywhere  
else in Iowa.

The Entz Barn will be available for  
touring June 22-23 during our spring 
barn tour.

— BY EDDIE A. ENTZ —
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Big Rock Bison Farm
The Jeremiah Yuska Barn in 

Buckingham is likely going to be a 
popular stop on the June 22-23 tour.  
Jeremiah’s Big Rock Bison Farm has 
been in operation for 8 years and is 
a member of the Minnesota Bison 
Association.  His uncle raised bison 
for 35 years, which is where Jeremiah 
got his interest in managing his own 
herd. Iowa has about 50 farms that 
raise bison.

The Minnesota Bison Association 
website features a great resource to 
learn about raising bison - https://
mnbison.org/raising-bison. Although 
the term buffalo is often used, bison 
is the correct scientific name. Bison 
are curious, intelligent, territorial, 
dignified, playful and tremendously 
strong. The nature of the animal 
requires they be treated with respect 
and caution. They are wild animals. 
While not mean, they will not hesi-
tate to react if they feel threatened. 
While visiting the farm, it is very 
important to keep yourself at a safe 
distance from the fence.

BISON ADVANTAGE
�  No barn (artificial shelter) needed
�  Outdoors, year round, no matter the  

weather
�  Efficient feed utilizers
�  Long productive life
�  Primary requirements: fresh water and 

adequate nutrition
�  Calving rarely requires human intervention
�  Superior hardiness results in disease 

resistance
�  Thrive in many environments with no ill 

effects
�  The meat they provide is low fat and  

high protein
�  There is considerable consistent growth  

in consumer’s demand for bison meat
�  Free enterprise market without excessive 

intervention

ALL BISON
�  Have short curved hollow horns that are 

used for defense. A cow’s horn base will be 
similar to the size of her eye where a bull’s 
horn base is significantly larger.

�  Grow winter coats and shed the excess hair 
as summer approaches resulting in a very 
shaggy appearance for a while.

�  Have humps that have muscles that hold 
up their massive heads.

�  Swing their lowered heads side to side  
telling another bison or intruder to move  
out of the way or consequences may follow.

�  Make a “grunting” sound to communicate 
to one another. Each unique.

BISON BULLS
�  Bison bulls are highly territorial and one 

bull will always establish dominance no 
matter how large the herd. At maturity,  
they will stand approximately 6 feet tall  
and weigh 1800 to 2400 pounds.

�  A bull can run at top speeds of 35 mph  
with a quick acceleration from a full stop.

COWS AND CALVES
�  The average cow is roughly 5½ feet tall  

and weighs between 800-1200 pounds  
at maturity.

�  Bison calves, born a tan to cinnamon  
color, nurse more frequently than cattle.  
The udder of a cow is quite small, which  
allows cows to lay on frozen ground without 
harm to the udder. Calves begin to nurse 
and eat forage on the day they are born.

�  Calves develop rapidly, weighing around  
50 pounds at birth. The mother’s milk is 
rich in protein and fat and most calves  
will nurse for at least six months.

�  By fall of the first year, the calves coat will 
begin to turn to the traditional bison color.



32 T       H       E            I       O       W       A              B       A       R       N             F       O       U       N       D       A       T       I       O       N

LUPKES (KLINGAMAN) BARN 
— BY MAGGIE LUPKES —

Completed in 1928 under the supervi-
sion of W.W. Klingaman, this Gambrel 
Roofed style barn has stood as a home 
for generations of livestock and is a place 
where the community still comes togeth-
er. Today, numerous visitors still frequent 
it as it sits across from Waterloo's Prairie 
Grove Park.

Built with the intent of housing dairy 
cattle, the south wall of this barn contains 
many windows that would have been the 
source of light for milking. Among the 
original wooden stanchions used, one set 
would have hung on a metal hinge so the 
whole device could be moved out of the 
way for loads of loose hay to have been 

driven in. This drive-thru alley original- 
ly featured an open-floor hay mow so 
wagons could be unloaded to either side, 
but it was later filled in for more storage 
due to the advent of the square bale and 
the Olsen bale fork. Two large stalls on 
the northwest side of the barn could  
have been the residence of dry cows,  
bred heifers, and/or beef cattle.

On the other side of the alley were 
three double-tie stalls for draft teams or 
mules that would have provided a good 
share of farm labor. Located above them 
in the haymow is the grain box with two 
chutes dispensing grain into the ceiling 
below. This box was most likely expanded 

when the hay mow was also closed off. 
Lumber from a preexisting building was 
recycled to close off the open haymow 
and grain box; consequently, red paint  
is visible on the ceiling when walking 
into the barn today.

Other original structures on the  
property include the pump house, hog 
house, and corncrib barn. The pump 
house is a small concrete building on top 
of a mechanical pump where ground-
water was pumped up to keep milk cool. 
All the other buildings are currently  
used for storage.

Silas Klingaman, a former Civil War 
Union soldier, moved his wife and two 

History of the 

The Horse Farm 
on the Southern 
Edge of Waterloo
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sons from Pennsylvania to Iowa to farm in 1865. His son, W.W. 
Klingaman, later married and had 6 children. He continued farm-
ing until he retired and moved to town so his son, Verl, and wife, 
Iva, could take over the farm. After their third daughter was born 
in the late 1940s, Verl decided to give up milking since he had no 
sons to help him, but he continued raising beef, sheep, and hogs. 
In the spring of 1966, Verl passed away suddenly from a heart 
attack, and Iva only lived on the farm a short time before selling 
the acreage to Waterloo Schools Administrator Roger Anderson. 
The barn became popular as Mr. Anderson boarded horses for 
local equestrians who often rode down to the nearby Silver Spur 
saddle shop for western shows and trail riding. After Mr. Anderson 
moved, two brief ownerships occurred until the Lupkes family 
bought the acreage in 1999.  
Wendell's father, Merlin, delivered their first American Cream 
Draft the following year. The Lupkes' have had Creams ever since, 
raising over 60 horses since they started with the breed in 1997.

Thanks to Soo Greiman and the Klingaman Family for back-
ground history information.

Aerial photo of the farmstead from the late 1950s.

Undated photo of W.W. Klingaman, who was born on an 
Iowa farmstead in 1879.

Klingaman Family – Verl Klingaman (second to right) with 
his siblings and their mother.

Mabel – the first American Cream tracking mare delivered 
to the Lupkes farmstead.

Merlin Lupkes and the herd sire, Ackerman’s Dan.

The Lupkes Barn will be open for touring June 22-23 from 9:00-
5:00 as part of the Iowa Barn Foundation Spring Barn Tour. 
Visitors will have the opportunity to see the family’s beautiful 
American Cream draft horses, the only breed of draft horses 
developed in the United States (originated in central Iowa).
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A photo of Maggie Lupkes and Lucy taken in 2005 – 
the next generation of Lupkes American Creams.

Meet Brandy, one of the horses that will greet  
visitors during the spring barn tour June 22-23.

LUPKES 
(KLINGMAN) 
BARN 

The Lupkes barn is still actively used to house American Creams.

The haymow continues to serve its purpose for the horses below.
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Our June 22-23 tour will feature eleven total barns in Black Hawk and 
Tama counties, with diverse construction dates and styles.  Several of 
the barns are still in active use – visitors may encounter bison, Suffolk 
sheep, Babydoll sheep, American Cream draft horses, paint horses, 
chickens, ponies, and cats during their visit.  Property owners will  
be present at most barns to provide history and answer questions.  
The tour is free and open to the public, made possible by the 
generosity of Iowa Barn Foundation member donors.

2024 SPRING BARN TOUR

June 22-23

Self-Guided Tour Hours - 9:00-5:00 Both Days
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2- Beck Barn, 1235 E Eagle Rd,  
Waterloo (Black Hawk County)
Barn was built around 1910 and was 
utilized mainly for draft horses and 
hay storage. This barn replaced the 
original which was lost to fire, and it 
was of a similar design to the Frost 
Barn located just to the East. The 
barn’s livestock diminished in the 
1950s as the farm turned mainly to 
row crop production. Steel siding 
was added in the 1970s as the wood 
siding was deteriorating, and a steel 
roof was added in the 1990s. With 
a growing interest in horses during 
the mid-2000’s, interior restoration 
began. In 2023 the limestone foun-
dation was restored and additional 
exterior updates are planned for  
the future.

3- James P. Ellison (Ryan and Nicole 
Beardsley) Barn,  9831 Hammond 
Ave, Waterloo (Black Hawk County)
Originally built as a milk barn in 
1900, by James P. Ellison (banker of 
Martelle) in Martelle, Iowa. In 2021 
Ryan and Nicole Beardsley (with the 
help of family) tore down and moved 
the barn to Waterloo, IA. In its new 
location, the main floor will primarily  
host horses/livestock. The second 
floor will provide hay storage, while 
the third floor will serve as a family 
game/dance room. 

4- Entz Barn, 8801 Dysart Rd,  
Waterloo (Black Hawk County)
J.E. Entz built this gambrel roof dairy 
barn over a 24-year period from 
1920 to 1944. The barn is 100 feet 
long, 36 feet wide, and 36 feet tall.   
The foundation and walls are built 
from locally harvested fieldstones 
and concrete. The support beams 
and loft floor are made of concrete, 
reinforced with steel. There are no 
horizontal rafters required with the 
roof’s design, which maximized hay 
storage capacity in the loft. The barn 
was home to a dairy operation until 
1980.

5- Lupkes (Klingaman) Barn, 4862 
W 4th St, Waterloo (Black Hawk 
County) 
This gambrel roof barn was built in 
1928 under the supervision of W.W. 
Klingaman. The barn was originally 
used for dairy cattle, then later tran-
sitioned to house beef cattle, sheep, 
and hogs. It is now home to a herd  
of American Cream draft horses.  
The farm gets numerous visitors as 
it sits across from Waterloo’s Prairie 
Grove Park.

1  Frost Barn, 1745 E. Eagle Rd, 
Waterloo (Black Hawk County) 

2Beck Barn, 1235 E Eagle Rd, 
Waterloo (Black Hawk County)

3 James P. Ellison (Ryan and 
Nicole Beardsley) Barn, 9831 

Hammond Ave, Waterloo (Black 
Hawk County)

4Entz Barn, 8801 Dysart Rd, 
Waterloo (Black Hawk County)

5Lupkes (Klingaman) Barn, 
4862 W 4th St, Waterloo 

(Black Hawk County)

6Bailey Barn, 4600 S.  
Hudson Rd, Cedar Falls (Black 

Hawk County)

7Wolfe Barn, 8242 Zaneta Rd, 
Hudson (Black Hawk County)

8Robert and Kathy Yuska Barn, 
4431 W. Griffith Rd, Hudson 

(Black Hawk County) 

9Jeremiah Yuska Barn, 13906 
Kimball Ave, Buckingham 

(Black Hawk County)

10Miehe Barn, 3153 115th Street, 
Buckingham (Tama County)

11Hayward Round Barn, 1520 
County Hwy V37, Dysart 

(Tama County)

1– Frost Barn, 1745 E. Eagle Rd,  
Waterloo (Black Hawk County)  – 
From La Porte City, take US 218  
(La Porte Rd) north, then turn left 
(west) onto E Eagle Road.  
Barn was built approximately in 1877 
and was renovated by owner in 2018.  
Original use was horses and milk cows,  
but the barn now houses sheep. The 
walls are three-foot thick limestone 
at the base. (Award of Distinction)
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6- Bailey Barn, 4600 S. Hudson Rd, 
Cedar Falls (Black Hawk County)
This beautifully maintained 1930s 
gambrel-roof barn is 34 ft wide 
long 48 ft long with a hog building 
addition that is 20 ft wide and 52 ft 
long. The barn has been in the family 
since 1961, and it was used for dairy 
through 1980. It was then converted 
to swine and beef before housing 
bucket calves until 2009. Steel roof-
ing was added in the late 1990s. The 
distinctive orange paint makes the 
barn an easy to spot landmark along 
Hudson Rd.

7- Wolfe Barn,  8242 Zaneta Rd, Hud-
son (Black Hawk County)
This 1948 gambrel barn is currently 
home to a flock of Babydoll South-
down sheep, chickens, and cats.  
Since purchasing the property in 
2000, the owners have taken signifi-
cant steps to bring the barn back to 
its original glory. Preservation steps 
included replacing the roof, replacing 
the hay loft floor, repairing damaged 
siding, straightening with a cable, 
and a fresh coat of red paint. Over 
the years, the barn has been home to 
4-H and FFA project animals includ-
ing swine, cattle, and sheep. The barn 
is now a place for grandchildren to 
explore, keep their animals, and learn 
about life on the farm. 

8- Robert and Kathy Yuska Barn, 
4431 W. Griffith Rd, Hudson (Black 
Hawk County)
Barn was built in 1940 and was 
originally used for dairy cows and 
horses. It was later converted to 
swine farrowing and early weaning.  
The Gothic-arched roof is supported 
by laminated rafters made from eight 
1x3 boards bent to shape and se-
cured with bolts. This self-supporting 
roof design maximized hay storage 
space by removing the need for 
interior support columns. While not 
confirmed, the construction charac-
teristics are consistent with Sears kit 
barns of the era.

9- Jeremiah Yuska Barn, 13906 Kim-
ball Ave, Buckingham (Black Hawk 
County)
This 1930s era barn features a 
Gothic-arched roof and laminated 
rafters provided clear span hay stor-
age space in the haymow.  The barn 
was originally used for dairy, but it 
has been the home of a bison herd 
for the past 8 years.  The herd bull 
is very protective, so visitors should 
stay a safe distance from the fence.  
The barn is also home to chickens 
and cats.

10- Miehe Barn, 3153 115th Street, 
Buckingham (Tama County)
This gable-front bank barn was built 
in the late 1800s is a great example 
of a modern preservation to ensure 
the barn will have utility for years to 
come. The original siding has been 
covered with a new layer of stained 
solid cedar siding. The interior of the 
upper level has been insulated and 
covered with boxcar siding, which 
makes it a great space for family 
events. The lower level reveals the 
historic origins of this dairy barn.  
The lower level features a limestone 
foundation, hand-hewn posts/beams, 
and log floor joists.

11- Hayward Round Barn, 1520 Coun-
ty Hwy V37, Dysart (Tama County)
Owner’s great-grandfather, Charles 
Hayward, purchased the farm in 1881.  
The barn was built in 1916 and is 66 
feet in diameter.  It may have been 
constructed by Johnston Brothers 
Clay Works, Ft. Dodge because of 
size of clay bricks used.  Visitor Note:  
The owner may not be present for 
both days. During tour hours, visitors 
are welcome to tour inside the barn 
and corn crib on their own.

The Iowa Barn Foundation will be hosting a Saturday lunch with all proceeds going to support our program-
ming. Lunch will be served on Saturday from 11-1, and advance reservations are highly recommended. Limited 
quantities will be available for cash only purchase at the event. Lunch will be served rain or shine. No refunds.

The lunch will include a pork loin sandwich, cheesy potatoes, baked beans, cookie, and drink (soda/water).  
Catering will be provided by Randall’s Meats and Catering in Hudson, IA.

By June 10, please send a donation of $15 per person with checks made out to “Iowa Barn Foundation” to the 
following address: Wayne Frost, 1745 E Eagle Road, Waterloo, IA 50701. Lunch reservations can also be made 
online at iowabarnfoundation.org/product/2024-spring-lunch

Tour Lunch at Frost Barn
Saturday, June 22
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2023 DONATIONS
$50,000
The Fred Maytag Family Foundation

$5,000-$10,000
Hughes, Dwight
Mehlisch, Roxanne
Reiman Foundation
Schmeal, Jacqueline & Richard

$2,500-$4,999
Austin, Dave
Hempel, Kathryn

$1,000-$1,500
Crockett, Georgia
Delk, John & Wirth, Virginia
Elwell Foundation, Denny & Candy 
Geiger Memorial, Don 
Gottschalk Service Company LLC
Ginnie Hargis & Ron McBroom
Schmeal Memorial, Jacqueline 
Wollner, John H
Zuber, Joanne

$500-$999
Allen, Margaret
Behr, Paul C
Bjerke, Nancy & Larry
Community Foundation of Greater  

Des Moines
Frye, Susan
Gen Two Group Inc
Hertz, Tom
Johnson, Andrew & Kelly
Kolschowsky Foundation,  

Gerald A & Karen A 
Lovrien, Ted
McClain, George W
McClain, Janelle V
McKinley, Karen & Margery
Miller, Kathleen
Pfantz, Craig & Mary
Smith, Jack & Maria
Stanzel, Chelon
Sukup, Steve & Vicki
TDJ Farms, Inc
Walker, Virginia

$100-$499
Hansen, Randy & Frannie
Abramson, Lawrence

Adair, Bruce K 
Allan, Maureen
Alleman, Verda
Ameriprise
Ammerman, Suzanne
Anderson, Calvin & Betty
Anderson, Gary
Andre, Richard & Janet
Armknecht, John
Aronson, Holly
Aschbrenner, Randy 
Ascherl, Joe & Donna
Bappe, Dave & Norma
Bauer, Michael
Baugh, Connie
Bauman, Roger
Belknap, Patricia
Bench, Lonnie & Doris
Bergeson, Dave & Shelly
Bertelson, Chris & Laura
Besancon, Katherine
Betts, Lawrence & Jacqueline
Birkedal, Philip & Julie
Bodensteiner Implement Company
Borgman, Shirley
Bouska, Daryl & Laure
Brau, James
Britten, Jerry & Leola
Brown, Richard
Brown, Wayne & Joan
Burns, Margaret
Canby, Chris
Chebuhar, Charles & Laura
Chizek, Thomas
Christen, Paul
Christensen, Randall
Christenson, Larry
Clancy, Geraldine
Clark, Sarah
Clough, Randall
Conley, Ed
Conover, Cary & Victoria
Conroy, Joan
Corcoran, Andrea & Jeff
Corriell, Wayne & Patricia
Cox, Le
Crawford, Greg
Crouse, Ann
Cupola Inn Bed & Breakfast
Curtis, Millicent
Dallmeyer, Kurt V
Davis, Elizabeth
Davis, Kay
De Yarman, Martha
Deborah Carter
Dielschneider, Nile
Dischler, Arnold & Carolyn
Doering, Michael & Brenda

Dunker, Kenneth
Durham, Colleen
Earhart, Mark & Elizabeth
Edson, Charlie
Effken, Chris & Gail
Ehrenberg, Rick
Eis, Loryann
Ekse, Richard & Bonnie
Emerald Builders, Inc.
Fenstermann, Marlene & Duane
Ferguson, Michelle
Fessler, Karen
Fevold, BJ
Fiet, Norman
Finken, Lynn & Shirley
Fisher, Mark
Foecke, Brian
Fox, Stephen
Franck, Carla
Fraser, Bruce & Ellen
Frevert, Jim & Clare
Friedlein, Jeff
Friedlein, Jeffrey & Kari
Frost, Wayne & Barbara
Gallmeyer, Naomi
Gerlach Foundation
Giese, Neal
Gillespie, George & Nancy
Gilliland, Jan Sebern
Girvan, Daniel and Gwendolyn
Greater Kansas City Community Foundation
Gruhn, Scott
Halstead, Steve & Mary
Halvorsen, Mark & Amber
Harger, Michael & Christy
Harvey, Hazel
Hassler, Rod & Kristi
Hawk, Ron & Susan
Heimberger, Ann
Heine, Jeff
Heister, Jim
Hemping, Jerry & Pam
Henke, Edward
Hennis, Howard & Merikay
Hermanson, Karen & Al Charitable Fund
Hicks, Virginia
Hinsenbrock, Vicky
Hippen, Joann & Gordon
Holland, Joe
Hostetler, Terry
Hougas, Ron & Pat
Houston, Dan
Howard, Jody
S W Huffman Const Inc
Hulsebus, Charlene & Larry
Hunt, Douglas
Israel, David
Iwen, William & Judy



40 T       H       E            I       O       W       A              B       A       R       N             F       O       U       N       D       A       T       I       O       N

Jackson, Teri
Janssen, Francis & Gloria
Jensen, Terrence & Susan
Jessen, Jane
Johnson, James & Jane
Johnson, Patricia J
Johnson, Steven
Jon Alons
Kahl, Stephen
Kathy Denny
Kautzky, Chris & Karen
Keller, Marilynn
Kestner, Terry & Diane
Kingland, David
Kintzle, Frank
Kline, Marge & Don
Knapp, Jim & Judy 
Knepper, Cathy
Kniffen, Don
Kramer, Jo Ann & Jerry
Krapfl, James
Krausman, Cathie
Krieger, David
Kruse, Gene
Ladd, Robert & Brynn
Lang, Ronald & Sally
Larsen, Karen
Lawler, Steve & Jane
Leech, Carol
Lefebure, Dale & Kris
Lerer, Nora
Leu, Bob
Leytem, John Jr
Lorch, David
Loveall, Vincent
Lowe, Russell & Marjorie
Lubke, John
Lueken, Jill
Lundy, Daniel & Lezlie
Lyons Family Farm
M & N Enterprises
Madrid Historical Society
Magnuson, Robert
Manahan, Eric & Kelly
Mark & JoAnne Hamilton
Marlin, Julie
Maxwell, Tim & Patty
McDonough, Howard & Sue
McKinney, Gale & Audra
McTaggart, Scott 
Meister, Jerald
Mestad, Kim
Meyer, Kurtis & Paula
Miles, Jim & Barbara
Millione, Sally
Moeckly Farm Corporation
Mohn, Marc
Moore, Robert & Janis

Morris, Virgil
Neighbor, Kent
Neises, David
Nelson, Margaret
Neubauer, Dave & Ann
Odland, Dan
Oleson, Frankee & Jim
Olson, John & Helen
Osweiler, Gary & Sue
Paulsen, Kenneth &Judy
Phillips, Lois
Poitras, Dan
Poppen, Brad
Purdy, Allen
Questers Daisy and Button Chapter #637
Rathe, Mary Jo
Reinhart, Bob
Reisinger, Patty
Renze, Tim & Jane
Rice, Ronald
Richard Davidson
Richard Tyler
Rickard, Robert
Rickers, Christy
Rimathe, Wayne
Rogge, Maryn & Tom
Rossi, Amedeo
Rye, Clayton
Sandquist, Bill
Sandvick, Laverne
Schacht, Kathy
Schmell, Brant
Schooler, Landen
Schott, Joseph & Sharon
Shaver, Marcia
Sheets, Marilyn
Sherry, Mitchell
Showalter, Rebecca 
Shryock, Larry
Sims, Alice
Smith, Rex & Ellen
Smith, Tim
Spicer, Lynette
Stephens, Craig & Shiela
Stephens, Marcia
Stewart, David & Judy
Stockdale, Raymond
Strawn, Doug & Annie 
Struthers, Don & Sharon
Sudmann , Craig
Sunderman, Sherry & Tom Mueller
Swartzendruber, Jeffrey
Sylvester, Craig
Taeger, Jeffrey & Joyce
Tank, Jenny
Tendall, Val
Timp, Mary
Todd, Emily

Twedt, Roberta Revocable Trust
Van Berkum,Doug & Linda
Vandewater Farms LLC
Vanicek, Anton
Vann, Roberta
Vincent, Gene
Voas, Larry & Sarah Jane
Wall, Donald
Whipple, Keith
Whitacre, Gale
Wingert, Daisy
Winkleblack, Bob & Carole
Wolter, Marlin & Betty
Wood, Kim
Woollums, Francine Kay
Worley, Les
Young, Donna
Zimmerman, Chuck
Zuber, Dennis

LIFETIME  
CONTRIBUTORS
(From 1997-2023)
The Iowa Barn Foundation would  
like to thank all the donors who  
generously supported our programs 
since 1997. A heartfelt acknowledge-
ment goes to the Fred Maytag Family 
Foundation for their significant and 
ongoing contributions.

$1,150,000
The Fred Maytag Family Foundation

$100,000-$250,000
Brown Foundation Inc.

$50,000-$100,000
Brustkern, David
Iowa West Foundation
Reiman Foundation

$25,000-$50,000
Dunea, Mary
Mehlisch, Roxanne
Schmeal, Jacqueline & Richard

$10,000-$24,900
Balloun, James & Julie
Crockett, Georgia
Elwell, Denny & Candy
Hagie, John & Barb
Edna Hostetter Estate
Lannan Foundation
Lay, Linda & Ken
Ramsey, Paul
Tye Foundation, Martha-Ellen
Winge, Royce
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$5,000-$9,999
Allen, Margaret
Andre, Richard & Janet
Austin, Dave
Boyd Family Foundation
Ewing, Dorothy
Ginnie Hargis & Ron McBroom
Neil Harl Estate
Hempel, Kathryn
Hertz, Tom
Hughes, Dwight
Johnson, Donna
Kolschowsky, G.A. & K.A.
Krause Gentile Foundation
Land O'Lakes Foundation
Lyon, Joe
Olsen, Chuck & Jane
Pioneer Hi-Bred
Ramthun, Roger & Susan
Reichardt, Carole
Sandquist, Bill
Smith, Judith
Sukup, Steve & Vicki

$2,500-$4,999
All Cuts
Bauer, Michael
Borgman, Shirley
Chebuhar, Charles & Laura
Clark, Tony
Clark Memorial, Tony
Denman & Company
Doering, Michael & Brenda
Douglas, David
Durham, Colleen
Duttenhaver, Linda
Farm Credit Services of America
Frye, Susan
Garst, Elizabeth
Garst, Stephen
Geiger, Don & Mary
Heimberger, Ann
Helmrichs, Roger & Joel Ann
Hermanson, Alan & Karen
John Ruan Foundation Trust
Keller, Marilynn
Kniffen, Don
Lang, Deloris
Pfantz, Craig & Mary
Rempe, Duane
Short, Harriet & Gary
Stanzel, Chelon
Van Berkum, Doug & Linda
Walker, Robert
William R. Windsor Charitable  

Foundation
Zuber, Joanne

$2,500-$4,999
Albertson, William
Backsen, Alice & Lee
Bartelt, Dale & Julie
Bartosh, James
Bjerke, Nancy & Larry
Bruner, John & Connie
Buck, Bob & Anne
Buckmiller, Eugene & Donna
California Community Foundation
Central Iowa Power Cooperative
Christensen, Pat & Ross
Christenson, Larry
Community Bank
Community Foundation Greater Atlanta 
Community Foundation of Greater  

Des Moines
Corriell, Wayne & Patricia
Dunker, Kenneth
Eis, Loryann
Fenstermann, Marlene & Duane
Finken, Lynn & Shirley
Foecke, Brian
Fox, Stephen
Frevert, Jim & Clare
Gaskill, Thurman & Gerry
Gottschalk, Matt &Shannon
Grimm, Gary & Elsie
Grinnell College
Harl, Neil & Darlene
Hassler, Rod & Kristi
Hawk, Ron & Susan
Helmers, Jo Ella
Hemping, Jerry & Pam
Holland, Joe
Houston, Dan
Hulsebus, Charlene & Larry
Intveld, Leroy & Wanda
Iowa Farm Bureau Federation
Iowa Savings Bank Charitable  

Foundation
Janssen, Francis & Gloria
Jensen, Terrence & Susan
Jordan, Jim & Pat
Ken Smith Landscape Architect
Kingery, Karlene & Dennis
Knox, Gary
Kolsrud, Clark
Ladd, George & Marlys
Lawler, Elaine
Lawler, Steve & Jane
Lerer, Nora
Leu, Bob
Lyons Family Farm
M & N Enterprises
Machande, Lola & Carl
Manatt, Charles
Mason, Rachel

McBurney, Gladys
McClain, Janelle & George
McDonough, Howard & Sue
Mears, Joyce Lund
Meyer, Kurtis & Paula
Miles, Jim & Barbara
Osweiler, Gary & Sue
Questers Daisy and Button Chapter #637
Renze, Tim & Jane
Russi, Katheryn
Sams, Jim
Schemmel, Rachel
Schmalenberger, Ruth
Sebern, Jean & John
Stein, J.P. & Tamara
Stone, Bill
Struthers, Don & Sharon
Sunderman, Darrell & Shirley
Sunderman, Sherry & Tom Mueller
Swiss Valley Farms, Co.
TDJ Farms, Inc
Terrill, Terry
Theisen, Jim & Marita
Tobin, Kelly & Irene
Vanicek, Anton
Voas, Larry & Sarah Jane
Wall, Donald
Wal-Mart Foundation
Welter, Roman
Whitacre, Gale
Whitson, Tom & Janet
Winkel, Judy
Witt, Dan & Jolene
Woods, Gary
Zurborg, Carl & Norma

$1,000-$2,499
Abramson, Larry
Anderson Erickson Dairy
Anderson, Calvin & Betty
Arens, Daniel & Debb Vandehaar-Arens
Baker, Roger
Bappe, Dave & Norma
Bartine, Edwin
Bekemeier, Jonathan
Bench, Lonnie & Doris
Bertelson, Chris & Laura
Bizzack, Christine
Bolton, John
Boriskey, Mary Ann & John
Boyce, Richard
Bridson, Keith & Phyllis
Brown, Richard
Bruere, Steve
Caltrider, Karla
Chizek, Thomas
Clancy, Geraldine
Clark, Sarah
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Clough, Randall
Conley, Ed
Conroy, Joan
Corcoran, Andrea & Jeff
Crawford, Greg
Culberson, Gary
Degraff, David & Carol
Delk, John or Wirth, Virginia
Den Herder, W Dale
Dewhurst, David & Tammy Jo
Dresser, John
Earhart, Mark & Elizabeth
Evilsizer, Lori
Farner, Steve
FBL Financial Group
Gale, Stephanie & Jim
Gallmeyer, Naomi
Gerald A & Karen A Kolschowsky  

Foundation
Giese, Neal
Gillespie, George & Nancy
Gottschalk Service Company LLC
Gray, Carl
Gribble, Sherry
Griffith, Mary
Hansen, Curt & Debbie
Harger, Michael & Christy
Harvey, Dan & Michelle
Harvey, Hazel
Henning Construction

Hinderaker, Craig & Cathryn
Hinkeldey, Arlin
Homeister, Beth & Chris
Hougas, Ron & Pat
Ipsan,  Mary
Jensen, Harald
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Save the Date
24th Annual All-State Barn Tour
September 14 & 15

2024

The all-state tour features barns that have  
received Iowa Barn Foundation restoration matching 

grants, Award of Distinction recipients, and  
Preservation Award recipients. 

The self-guided tour is free and open to the public and 
makes for a great multi-generation family weekend 

adventure. Participants have the unique opportunity to 
experience and appreciate Iowa's agriculture heritage 

as they walk through these majestic barns.
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Do send us your stories. And, do you 
have excerpts from diaries you’d like 
to share? We’d like to reproduce some 
of them in this magazine. We’re inter-
ested in photographs too. We are trying 
to preserve memories of barns and the 
people who built and worked in them.

Email to:
iowabarnfoundation@gmail.com

Or send to:
Iowa Barn Foundation Magazine
c/o Dave Austin
914 SE Chaparal Drive
Ankeny, IA   50021

Or, if you are on Facebook share at: 
www.Facebook.com/ 
IowaBarnFoundation

www.iowabarnfoundation.org

Send Your Stories 
and Photographs

Ober Anderson
ojanderson@aol.com
Ankeny, IA 50021 

Dave Austin
Ankeny, IA 50021
austindf@msn.com

Jim Boeding
Decorah, IA 52101

Olivia Chalfant
oliviafm13@gmail.com
Guthrie Center, IA 50115

Andrea Corcoran
Des Moines, IA 50312
Acorcoran91@gmail.com

Wayne Frost
Waterloo, IA 50701
frostwf@lpctel.net

Tom Hertz
Ames, IA 50010
tomh@hertz.ag

Dwight Hughes
Cedar Rapids, IA 52404
Dwight@hughes.com

Carrie Jones
Ocheyedan, IA 51354
medusasue@yahoo.com

Paul Kruse
Granger, IA 50109
plkruse@msn.com

Steve Lawler
Urbandale, IA 50323
lawlerfarms@netins.net 

Kurt Meyer
St. Ansgar, IA 50472
Meyer6601@aol.com

Craig Pfantz
State Center, IA 50247
cmpfantz@partnercom.net

Roy Reiman
Greendale, WI 53129-1440
bigcheese@hexagoninc.com

Jack Smith
Epworth Iowa 52045
jackwsmith@icloud.com 

Craig Stephens
Pleasantville, IA 50225
cdstephens@fngi.net 

Steve Sukup
Clear Lake, IA 50428
ssukup@sukup.com

Kelly Tobin
Ames, IA 50014
kellyirene3133@gmail.com 

Become a Member Donor or Give a Gift Membership
We hope you will continue to support our efforts to save Iowa’s barns. Please consider giving a gift membership to friends  
and family.

___ $l0,000     ___ $5,000     ___ $2,500     ___ $l,000     ___ $500     ___ $250     ___ $l00     ___ $50

Because of printing expense, we are only sending magazines to current donors. Please check your magazine label for  
your last donation date (noted as month/year).

You can also help the Iowa Barn Foundation by volunteering. We need grant writers, helpers with all-state barn tours,  
the State Fair, and fundraisers. Maybe you have skill that would help this effort. And, we want to know about old barns!

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone__________________________________Email_________________________________________________________

You can now make member donations online at iowabarnfoundation.org/product/membership/

Please make checks payable to Iowa Barn Foundation and send:
c/o Availa Bank, Box 436, Nevada Iowa 50201.

If we have incorrect address information on our mailing list, please notify Andrea Corcoran at Acorcoran91@gmail.com

The Iowa Barn Foundation is a volunteer-led Iowa non-profit corporation with tax-exempt status under paragraph 50l (c) 3 of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.
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Box 436

Nevada, Iowa 50201

Iowa Barn Foundation Information
Barn Tour Information and Questions:
iowabarnfoundation.org/barn-tours
Dave Austin, 515-201-4517, iowabarnfoundation@gmail.com

Barn Restoration Matching Grants:
iowabarnfoundation.org/award-and-grants
Jack Smith, 563-599-3061, jackwsmith@icloud.com

Award of Distinction and Preservation Award:
iowabarnfoundation.org/award-and-grants
Dave Austin, 515-201-4517, iowabarnfoundation@gmail.com

Questions from Media:
Dave Austin, 515-201-4517 
iowabarnfoundation@gmail.com

Donation Information and Questions:
Steve Lawler (treasurer), 515-689-1087 (lawlerfarms@netins.net)
iowabarnfoundation.org/product/membership/

Donations to the Iowa Barn Foundation should be sent to  
Iowa Barn Foundation, c/o Availa Bank, PO 436, Nevada, Iowa 50201
The Iowa Barn Foundation is a volunteer-led Iowa non-profit corporation 
with tax-exempt status under paragraph 50l (c) 3 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986.


